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THE NEGRO'S CONTRIBUTION and called

In the current issue of The Dawn "‘}’“' i
we are proud to publish several art- e
icles which portray the coclored peo-
ple’s progress since the days of .~1av-‘
ery and which also tell of what they
have added to the present civiliza- |
tion. When Columbus and other ex-
plorers landed upon this continent|
there were among their crews, Ne- |
groes, some of whom  were gkilled |
pilots and artisans and even teach-
ers. These black men brought with |
them the arts, the culture and the%
gifts of Africa, and America today is |
enjoying the blessings of the heri- |
tage which these men brought.

But later Negroes came by ship-
loads, not of their own free will, but
as slaves, to till the soil, to clear the |
forests, to build railways to build | :
beautiful cities and palatial hmrnes.iremmed
to make of this continent one of the
foremost countries of God’s greeni
earth.

But before they came they must
have known how to work, else how
could they have served America so
well. In their African homes they
must have learned the art of build-
ing else how could they have builded
so magnificently here? Excavation
in Africa reveals the fact that their
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their careers as inventors soon after
they landed here. One of the most |
useful additions to the cotton gin
was invented by a slave in the early Ce

seventies. Of course patent rights | chestra of

were granted, not to him but to his | Brighton

master. In many other instances|the baton

masters were given patent rights for
inventions of their slaves since the
law would grant no patent rights to

nt

1€n

COI

Sonata,

slaves. The invention which gave | In 1811 he

the shoe industry its greatest impe-
tus, one which placed the American |
shoe industry ahead of that of any |
other country, was the invention of
a Negro. |
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been given the Negro has met taunts|an object
and rebuffs, unjust criticisms, lack
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