he constriction continued. While ‘the

goen-of-war held the seas, the Nav;g.,.
ion Act, as I have already recalled, was
bassed. At first it seemed .as though it
would do us more injury than our op-
ponents., - But the sta.tesmanship of
romwell’ was not wrong: The country
ves on the sea, and any maritime law
vhich it passes has behind it tremendous
orce for that very reason. No nntlon
an prosper without our goodwill; any
pation which we ostra,c:se is doomed®

Senator Hoke Smith, of Georgh, who
Bays that “the commercial rights of

Jnited States citizens are trampled under -
foot” by Great Britain; either does mf
read the trade returns made publie b

he government at Washington or élse he
ignores them, 'These returns, i has
many been pointed out, show
that since the war began there has
been an enormous increase in Amel'-
fcan trade ¢ with Europe. = Senator
Smith was sharp]ly rebuked in 'the
Senate yesterday by Senator Williams,
who in condemning Germany’s piratical
warfare declared that his people were not
ready to “put cotton and human life on

the same basis.”
* %X =

Mr. Runciman has said on inore than
one occasion that commercially Germany
is already beaten, and he is urging all
of the Allies to take steps to prevent her
from regaining her foreign trade-which
has been completely ruined by “the war,
In this connection the London Daifly
News refers to the union, under all trials,
of the Enterte aftér nineteen months of
fighting. The News urges still greater
co-ordination of effort among the Allies,
and says:

times

“In aim and in enthusiasm they have
already proved themselves indissolubly
united. That is more important than
&ny one fact in thé war, except the Brit-
ish command of the sea; for unless and
until that unity /is shaken, the ultimate
defeat of Germany is certain and in-
evitable.”

* %x *

There are many indications that the
Allies are successfully coping with the
Austro-German submarine menace in
the Mediterranean. and @ the  Adriatic.
They have found two bases for hostile
submarines near the island of Corfu
which was recently taken over by an
Anglo-French force. Naval experts de-
clare that in a comparatively short time
the Allies will have captured or de-
stroyed: the hostile submarine boats in
the Mediterranean in much the same
fashion as they put the German under-
water boats out of business in the Eng-
lish Channel and the North Sea.

MORE MYSTERY ABOUT
MACHINE GUN MONEY

(Montreal Herald.)

The muddle with regard to the ma-
chine gun funds still continues. "It ‘would
appear that some of the money enthus-
jastically subscribed by the public is. be-
ing expended by the government,: whet
fmade a belated announcsment that' they

did Tot want it, and that other subscrip~
tions to quite a large amount not sent
to the government are lying idle, ready
to be sent back to any of the subscribers
who want them. Why does not Premier
Borden come out with an explicit state-
ment in regard to'the disposal of the
whole moneys subscribed? "It was not
long since he authorized the following
public announcement:

The government desire it distinetly
to be understood throughout the cotintty
that no subscriptions or contribtitions
for machine guns are required, as all ex-
penditure for that purpose should be.de-
frayed out of the public treasury.
impression seems to have gained ground
that an appeal for such contributions
from the public was made by some mem-
ber of the govetnment, The prime min-
ister has made careful enquiry dnd can-
not ascertain that any such tequest was
ever put forward,

Almost immediately after this an-
nouncement, Sir Sam Hughes - declared
that the government had ‘ordered about
bl a million dollars’ worth of machine guns
with the money subscribed. Well, the
public, having to choose between ‘these
{wo statements, decided that Sir Robert
Borden; being premier, ought to know
Pl what he was talking about. True, his
statement was ambiguous, but sinceé he
iexplicitly denied that the govermment
either asked for the money or wanted it,
and since he declared that the govern-
ment wanted it to be" distinctly under-
stood that sll the money for ’
guns should be defrayed out of the mxb—
lic treasury, some of those who had eon»
tributed to the machine gun fund applied
“1 to the government for the return of the
money. And here is the amazifg reply
§| Sir Robert Border gives. - We quote a
letter he has sent Mr. W. P. Osborne,
the editor of the Quebec Chronicle:

Ottawa, 8th January, $916.

“Dear Mr, Osborne,~I beg to acknowl-
edge your letter of the 5th instant,
cently a few applications have been made
| to the government for the return of com-
tributions made for the purchase of ma-
| chine guns, but, as already publicly an-
aounced, the government is obliged to
devote to the purpose for which
.| were given all such funds actually pald
in to the government, I the government
should return any particular contribution
it must be prepared to refurn all,
portion of the money has already »
expended for the purpose intended. Sev-
eral machine guns have been purchased
out of contributions received from the
public and delivered to battalions of
other units as guns contributed by the
| public. Moreover, it is doubtful whethes
| the contributions could be returned with-

| out the assent of parliament after they
| have been received and accepted for this
purpose,

“As intimated in a speech which.I de=
| livered in St, John several months LEO’
an extract from which I enclose hete-
with, the government will, at a Iater
date, take into consideration the nze#s &£
the various patriotic associations— " 0%is

faithfully,
“R, L. BORDEN"

Would anybody believe it? The gov-
ernment -do pot want the money, on:the
solemn declaration of the premier him=
self, -and yet will not return the sub-
scrlptmns to apphcants Furthermore,
the premier says “several machine guns
have already been purchased out of the
contributions. Several! And the amount
| subseribed by the public totals over &
{ million and a half, most of which, we be=
e | lieve, is in the hands of the govemmenﬂ
k| A machine gun costs a thousand ‘dollarss
L | ond after having over a million ‘doligss
*|for extra machine guns in hand foFf

! months the government have bonglﬂ
t “several!™

-

o
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Censervative M. P, ‘Exphms" i i

How He Got@ \Nar Contract
Wi thout a Plant tn Fulﬂlf lt.

Ottawa, Jam’ 21;-'1'1;.: wpmﬁon'dea
mand for investigation into the shell cou-

tracts of Sir Safy Fughes' defunct shell|
committee was again pressed in the com-
mons today by . Hon. Chu-les Murphy

and O. Turgeons
As a prelude there was the upﬁéﬁy
yf a Conservative members B, R. Hep-
urn, of Prince Edward, Who exp
his position in'connection with the war
munitions contract awarded' to his firm

by the shells-committee, as critivized of |

Wednesday by, Hon. ‘Dr. Pugsley.
Mr. Hepburn explained that the.rea-
son he secured the contract was “not

necessarily ‘because I was a member. of |-

parliament, but because General Bertram
had knowledge that any ‘contract we un-
dertook” would® be: carried  out” . The
contract was .taken, Mr; Hepburn pro-
ceeded, at a price in the fixing of which
he had nothing to say. Tt was the stan-
dard price at which shells. were being
purchased by the committee. It was
found, the member for Prince Edward
explained, that the contract. could not be
carried out ‘economically at his Picton
plant.’ For this reason it whis transferréd
to Montreal

Mr. Hepburn added that although his
Picton firm was in the lumbef business;
they were unsuceessful in securing a con-
tract for shell boxes, He resented what
he believed was -Dr. Pugsley’s imputa-
tion that he had done anything “dishon-
est or dishonorable.” Mr. Hepburn added
that he knew: of nothing that preyented
2 member of parliament being.a director
or shareholder of & company which had{
a contract with the imperial govemment.
In fact, he declared there was “no in-
considerable . number. of
members of parlisment belonging to both:
parties who were directors, office holders
or shareholders of companies who accept=
ed such contracts’,

Objects to Middlemen's Contracts.

Hon. Dr. Pugsley stated that his criti-} '
cism had been directed primarily agi
members  of the government and the
shells committee: He took issue with the
situation that permitted firms .which
were not engaged in the manufacture of
steel and had no machinery, no plant and
no experiénce, as was the case with his
honorable friend from Prince Edward, to
undertake such contracts. He had direct-
ed attention to the fact that the Hep-
burn firm were unable to handle the

contract in' Picton and' had taken it to

Montreal.

If the member declared that he was lgr-
“middleman” or no “go-between,” D
Pugsley would accept that statement, but]
it did not interfere with hi§ &
that the letting out of shell eontrmts
should not have taken place to people
who were not in the steel business; and'
who were without. the plant o0 CarTy out|
their contract without sub-letting.

For the conditiohs which obtained
held the ‘government and its agents on
the_ shell , committee  res
taxpayers of Canada an

The goverpment’s side: of the house
unctuously * applauded yestérday Hon,
Arthur Meighen’s sarcastic reference to
the fact that a legitimate iron and steel
manufacturing company, of which Hon:
Georgé ‘Gratiam is a-director, had secured
an order for shells. Today they ap-

e S Maaeehs Gndoresd’ Mes Hep-| L o

burn’s explanation, although in-the lat-
ter's case the. order ( he secnred was
transferred to a firm which could actu-
ally fulfill the contract,s nd it may be
noted, too, that Mr. Hcpbsrn, in the
course of, his
that he might be 8 an
order for shell boxes from ﬂ)e new mu-
nitions board.

Dr, Pugslsy Corsects Wleight, o= - *

Ottawa, Jan, 21—Hon, William Pugs-
ley arose at the opening of the house on
a question of privilege; to take excep-
tion to certain portions of the speech de-
livered by Hon. Arthur Mi LElghen yester-
day. 'The member for St. John explained
that he had not, in reading the Montreal
‘Gazette’s report of an address by D. A.
Thomas, quoted the latter as saying that
shell prices in Canada were “far higher”
than those in the United States. He had|
read the words of the representative of

the British minisger of .munitions that|"

Canadian = prices” were “hi than
American prices, and he had notiﬂad the
Hansard reporters that .the word “far”
had not been used by him.

Hon. Charles Murphy, in eontmuing

the debate on the address, advocated in=
creased allowances to the dependents of
Canadian soldiers killed or incapacitated,
The opposition, bhe said, was willing to
support the goyernment in the voting of
# hundred millions *more, if necessary,
in order that the country might dis-
charge its duty towards the men who had
faced the grim - reaper, and given the
best in them for Canada and the em-
pire.—(Cheers.)

He also advocated that the govemment
should bear all expenses connected ‘with
the support: of the families of those ‘at
the front, which might serve to put an
end to the mad rage for soliciting sub-
scriptions, which had seized a portion of
the country,

A Poser for Borden.

The former secretary of state asked
why the prime minister bad not brought
down, in_the house, eertain  €orrespond-

l"ence reccived by him last year from the
Canadian manufacturers relative to the
wanner of awarding war contracts by
the government,

Sir Robert Borden had told the house
he considered the ‘communication con~
fidential, and vet the secretary of the
Canadian Manufacturers Assocxaﬂon in
an interview, had stated that there was
nothing conﬂdential about it, thus direct-
ly conflicting with ' the premier.

The letters, said Mr. Murphy, ‘'were
said to contain information a§ to some
important lines of war graft not investi-
gated, or even imentioned, in the in-
wstigation by the public accounts eom-

nittee last session. Why  had it been

unheeded ?

Mr. Murphy demanded a committoe
of inquiry, before which members of the
Manufacturers' ‘Association might | :g;
pear to justify their warning  to
I'rime minister, and to make plain who
vere bonafide and 'who were mushroom
manufacturers, fostered under the aegis
of the government and the shell commits |
tee,

Hon, Dr. Reid, F. S. Scott, O. T
eeon also spoke. Hon, J.'D, Hazen mov- |

| the adjournment of the debate, which
‘1‘ be continued ‘Monday, and 1 in

I probability. be concluded ncxt Wed-

\
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The 5th Regiment Royal Highlanders | While
of Canada, Montreal, has .a | at- |
to | traction for Scotchmen because of its

connection with the Black ‘Wateh (.

ghlanders), the oldest regiment in ng

Teiee o which. the ing limaeit 1 beew

nel-in- chief and which' hu A
The regiment was f

‘the 18th century. by Hithid‘

who b:;:re ctiﬁ;miﬂ;led

s 18}
diﬁ'ércnt districts.

‘ndoft.beseehidw

* strongest’ u youl of {41!

the rexixjn:nt. then Jmown‘

Aslku
he{as the 42nd, landed

on{from this' date began i
making .of our history., . In variousT
parts of the world this Tegiment won
such glory for its courage and brilliant
achievements that there WS no diﬂculiyl ¥
in securing recruits for it at any. time.
fact the Black Watch was held in such (3?33 .31) the net deﬁdt is saaem
respect in the Highlands, and young men | - Mr Baldwin was mppomtcd at 3500
co readily enlisted into it, “that recruit- | per year.
. 5. 0f, .other redments‘in .order wa]:cp:cty Shertffl gﬂﬂf'
d yo! uent- incréased fro m
Ipmrt?lml : ngu. “the old | A lockup was voted for

ry as Jsilot
‘& year.
soviite.

ihe front.are, as we know, above

tion, - It supplied 410 men an
tntheﬁ&thBatt&l&nh,t"f 1 ;
the 42nd and 73rd battalions which were
among the finest bodies of men that left
Canada. It p:vcillil b:i ‘seen. the: - that
there is & 8 gni&enn Cana-
dians in the 42nd and 78rd-battalions
owing to their historical connection ‘and
afﬁlintion with the old Black Wd:ch.

A Thrilling 'War Tale. .

“Oh, Mr, Hero.. Fm so glad to see yo
safely back from the war.
down nnd lell me all s“bout it I’m aws|

government.:

buy ‘4 new flag for the court house.
SR

ospital was o
as soon ‘as hospital is completed andmn-
ning, and pnymentl the pame way to

uvemthetmhesfmweeh at & time
with shot and shell screaming all around
you? I don’t’see how you could stand it.|
‘Were you ever hit by one of those forty-|,
two centimetre guns? I mean xby,vthe
bullet, of course; not by the gun. But
then, of .course you weren’t, or

have your arm in a sling or :
Who dolyc;lu “ti}‘;ink iskgumg to win? 'I
suppose I shouldn’t as| that,-though.
You soldiers are not alloz‘m to tell :z‘ﬁi-
tary secrets, are you? Did you ‘ever real-
ly kill'a. man yourself, ‘or don’t you
k];:)WP My uncle, who was in the Span- ltil- )
ich war, says you never can tell whether!. ood—a M‘{.

it's your bullet or somebody else’s that 'am,, “,"d oot
hits the enemy. ‘1 should ‘think that|’ ¥

‘Girls ‘upon the threshold of woman-
hood often drift into-a in spite
of all care and atfention. - Howefwnom
sees ‘girls who have been strong
lively become suddenl,y
lu'ltlbh and listless.

.| would be’ awfully’ annoying. Not

you'd wang to know that you'd ktﬂ::!:
man, but still you'd like to ow whether | ;
you're wasting' your ammunition or m
Oh, must you go so soon? I wish you
could stay logger. T've been so interests
ed'in hedring your ® advehitures. ' 40011
again- soon, won't you? . Gbod-bme v

returned soldiers in the civil service, and wldéh
as to whether the government has final-|
ly disposed of the demfnds of the de-
positors of the defunet Farmers Bank for |
reimbursement. ~ He is 'also asking for}
data with regard to the number of ap-|Ont. says
plications to parliament for divorce|to tell you what Dr. Willlams® Pink
since Confederation, with particilars as |have ‘dome for me.  Wh

to, the number ( and the

per_province,

grounds on' which-the wplieaﬂons were
rejected. §

. Sir leénd I:élrlcr is asking for all|
correspon ence relating to the purchase!|
gf ho(;-ses :i’:tmthgc Imperhih :i:tkgrltiu in{m

‘anada, T to the grain shi
from the Canadian west to the oém
and the Imperial replies to parllpmenﬂl’*
‘petition asking for an ameéndmen ;
the British’ North ‘Amcrica Act vtith nf
€rence to_the senate..

A, E. Fripp, of Ottawa, is

'that the cable and companies | !
.operating between Canada and  the{hes
‘Motherland have cancelled, or, suspend- | who i
‘ed, their deferred rates and week-end | Wi
Jettérs. He wants to’ know if the gov-| .

tesday or Thursday.
Aiun Rodolphe Lemieux b asking for
formation 'as to the employment of

crnment will -ask the Board of Railway |er
Commissioners to compel these
panies to. restore the deferred- rntes

ernoon aft
2% | days.

The' jall eom:ﬂtbee were’ orﬂewd to

aft seSsion “lasting

Seett act’ tzgol‘t was dealt

with today.” The defici

{8253,41, which showing, 'in compmon
with other years; is satistactory. Scott

Actlnspector McLean was given an in-

credse of $100 in salary,” The estimates|

for 1916 were submitted for 819,000
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1t has baen rumored for sm days
that an, eMﬂ being made to divert

I tberb foundation for thése reports
developuxgnh will ‘he awaited with
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or at the rate

" “granting’ o
Naw Yark, Jan. 21—Sydney Prooks,
but g e : t, arrived here yc?terday
: LT < a, of the Anchor line,
!o@ my of three months. < Mr. Brooks
] ; )Lard N. orlilzbcliﬂe’s ;:‘wspafpe;s,
“is the resumption of the
work Mm‘ last November and which
was interrupted by his return home for
rl-tmn “He says that while here he
es by letters and cables to the North-
ncwspape especially the London
Ro dn something to enlighten
Engnsh n on “the eternal mystery” of
American policy afid feeling toward the
war. "
‘When coming up the bay Mr. Brooks
had ntuch to say regarding the increased
ﬂcteﬂainlﬂ‘ on of the British to fight on
at ﬁiapm- cost or sacrifice till victory

"’I‘be bamper of the natlon,” he said,
*is no:* admirable. All talk abont Eng-

et,
an w-nﬁon for other

roportion.
‘ fbm 01‘1,000 were paid
atriotic fund committee, and
every dol]n of it wu rdsed in thq
Witb the ¢o

uqty’»s 1,000 men enlisted, | Daily
or about one out of fifteen of popula-
tion, it will require about $26,000 to meet

dutbythe :

e is to live up to lagt year's record |,
et 15, &o%?m rI:.iale. While the
the emmty are in good shape,
ot - 49,8 year aco,

' January. - Lord Derby’s, re-
¢ampaign has done an immense
bring home the full meaning

ar to every British home and

mational stubborness which car-

ried the country victoriously through the
Napoleonic wars and which has never
her in any European conflict

ighly aroused; they will dc-

cept. mythiu: to beat Germany The
reverses i disappointments and gov-
mental’ blunders of the last fifteen

> but fined down their resolu-

tion to ¢ ﬁngle point of letting nothing
lhnd in: the way of

[ V. i?cna eounty council at
thh s session took up the re-
port of Scott Aut Inspector Goodwin,

and it was adopted. The
a deficit of some MOO but

d; buring her titanic burden
ent effort. Outwardly she
But -her heart has

ﬁveted on defeating

it Lo ecentiy. .
vThe'mEtét of the grant to i pa- |1 Hot, even the shadow of y ‘mp

coming year was.

the finance com- “

i that t eymnsidcred a

of $6,850 ‘as large-an amotnt B
estmorland could dmte at-the present
jon and in keex)lj;g with the figures
h:tlto the council by Lieut-Gov-

Price at yesterday’s sitting of the coun-
?eﬂ Thm uﬁbunt “payable at the rate

mth.
mgbuasl tookphce
.| to the most suitnle ay of raising this
mo:a:anditwu mdwg:; {4t
clusi Mom&ckvine,smdiu,

: ¢ whose. outpnt of war
i “ first equal and then, far
] Ge 7’;. mAn% ?en is ’atlilny
of life, but  espec :

‘erﬁng men, far tdo much

mmtysmthen&:

nation - in
skilled in the art of making one
s g do the work of two.
(st Even the war has not yet taught
¢ the ‘necessity of economy. But it very
; ‘will.. These are blemishes on her
: b:ntﬂ::loneis the lus it remains the
1 tha 8 , greatest hour in
Enﬁand’s history, I wish more Ameri-
canh could visit her just now. Fliza~
- {bethan’ England, the:England of Marl-

{question the instincts oftheemm
its.common sense have long been
vance of the official policy.
mid- tlntic, foundered tonight. street hitherto’ has sed
were saved. - ‘excessive tenderness for the rights of
wireless despatch from the Itm nentrals. (’l‘he result is that Germany
Gu.lsq)pi Verdia, via Ca hss been 'permitted to import through
says t she took off the crew of gountries adjacent to her vast quan-
Pollentia’ tonight. The rescue was made ﬁ es of goods that formerly went direct
in a rough sea.’ Soon after the last man toherownports.
_Thad been taken off the Pollentia smnk, Want Full Blﬂch e
MAJOR BROWN LEAVING “T'o the average Englishman such
FOR m, HE [Jaxity in turning British naval superi-
EXPRESSES THANKS, |79

to account has seemed little less
Major W. R. Brown,«x! the 26th mg‘

than crimifal.  'What the country de-
‘mands is the enforeement’ of the block-

talion, who has been in St. John while'

on fnrlough, is to

0& in its full rigor. ‘What it is getting
retutn mmauwy
He has received advices that|sea

very tired of is seeing its supermacy at

England. sea, frittered away by. one -concession
1ds wife:sseﬂwﬂymm the other side
s the re ! MW«{;: his

and
pd-
Downing
wer with

&ﬂuer another to neut¥al nations. That
is not war and it is not busin€ss.
 “Every concession of this kind, every
bm in the naval fence increases by
80 much’ the effort Enghnd and the AI—
lies have to make on land. ” The country
would like' to see the whole problem of
the blockade takeén out of the hands of
the foreign office and placed exclusively
gverseas now in training {in the hands of naval men: ‘It believes
in this ‘province, but the major did not that then the siege of Germany would
care to this phasé of his future|q become as absolute as sea power
lans. He asks’ publication of the fol- |could make it. No doubt neutrals would
sum in the process, If it were en-
to its full extent they would be
to such trade, and no more, as
‘were carrying on among themselves
to{hefore- the war:

“From the standpoint of Great Britain
and the Allies, who see neutrals strain-
{tended to me upon my retum to this'ling every nerve to add to Germany’s

city; and resources, the' present %

It is nice at ay time to be made a|uation is fast becoming impossible.
fuss of, but to move about a city receiv-. change it radicallyvinvolves some pretty
ing hmahukes and hearing everywhere | Obvious difficulties.< But if Americans
words expressing a community’s apyrqg}-  for one moment will put themselves in
ation of the work done at the front England’s- place they will see, I think,
the-battalion in which one has had the as reasonable men, that changes and
honior to’ serve, makes one feel proud | very . drastic changes can no longer be
indeed. svoided. 1 may add that whatever com-

No matter what the future holds. for |plications may flow from the tightening
me; T shall never forget St. John and|of the blockade the English people are

the warm-heartedness of St. John people. gte prepared to deal with them, They
; 1 am, sir, taking off the gloves and fighting

Faithfully yours, fmm now onward with bare knuckles”
W. R. BROWN,

lwgeatﬂomnxbtntmeaﬂydate.

It as- " been reported  that Mujgi

Prown: is to receive command of one
battalions

To 1?hgé Editor of The Telegrapls
/Sir:—Before leaﬂl;t/g St. John Ishould |
esteem it a favor if you would convey, |t

1the citizens of St. John my appreciation
of the warm and sihcere welcome ex=

motor driving. One day w

s s i NS PLATFORM
iR ‘j"‘;:j;"f;f;:: WILL BE +PREPAREDRESS”

was & physician noted for
asked’ him if heweregoingoutdrlvmg :
W hmgton, Jan. 21-Presxdent Wil-

son’s forthcoming trip to speak on pre-
| paredness was discussed at todays cabie
net ‘meeting:

“The cabinet agreed that ‘the plan”to go
befwe the people on the preparednesa is-
sue ‘was a wise one.

Little Brother,

,mWeeuy Sgotsman. b
“Why did you break- you cn-‘

with that  school . teather?” | (Life.)
"cangmtulate me, Freddy Last nig-ht

your sister promised to marry
. %Oh, she promised mother‘ ahe’d marry
Jlong amo” . b v

qae,‘gvery evening she ex'pectca me to-
8 written excuse 1 by my

She is so -



