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ready for instant action, was inspect-!
_ed yesterfiay by a party of French and !,
Amgrican correspondents, and a re:
presentative of the Associated Press|

{ permitted to view from the bridge

of & torpedo boat the navy unit which S

s expected to meet the first shock of
a attack, - X

In ‘the fleet were “virtually all the
veteran fighting craft which have been
in action in this war, but they showed
few! scars ‘with the exception of an oc-
casfonal den
pride of the place was held by battle
crufsers ‘which in engagements from
the Falkland Islands to the Dardan-
elles have borné the brunt of the sea
fighting. Unpopular with officers and
men before the war bacause they were
constantly coaling, and never more
thglh cautiously praised by the oppom

‘of the super-dreadnought policy,
these huge fighting machines held the
premier position in the British navy,
in which warship speed is now regard:
ed as the first and most important
principle of naval strategy.

The correspondents left the naval
base under a sunny sky, but on reach-
ing the outlying patrol of  torpedo
boats found the water covered with a
light haze. There was no sea running,
however, and the haze was not thick
enough to prevent the newspaper men
from this comparatively steady plat-
form, seeing that part of the fleet
whieh could be safely brought togeth-
er, even to a patrol squadron which
had'rejoined the unit a few hours be
fore the review began.

The Eyes of the Fieet.

Ag the launch with the “Visitors on
boatd turned toward the line of battle
cruikers against the horizon they could
see the “eyes” of the fleet, in the form
of a few prowling destroyers, which
keep up incessant watch, not only to
protect their mighty sisters, from sub-
marjne attack, but catch the first view
of any adventuresome German war
ship which might poke its nose into
the .open North Sea.

Looming through the mist could be
seen the giant tripod masts which
identified the fleet as including the
very latest type of battle cruisers, and
sopn the launch was at the foot of the
boarding ladder of a huge battle cruis-
er which got its baptism of fire at Heli-
g&n\nd Bight and later bore an honor-
ablée share in the Dogger Bank action.
Before lunch the visitors were permit-
ted to enter any portion of the ship
thye chose and those not too heavy
got through the -trap door in the top
of a turret, the only entrance left
open in war time, and occupied them-
selves chiefly in watching the youthful
turret commander operate a huge 13.6
inch 'gun with the same ease that a
man handles & sporting rifle. From the
time the charge and the projectile
leave the ammunition hoist to the ac-
tual discharge of ‘the gun the visitors
were permitted to watch the opera-
tiort which makes the turret the most
important part of the fighting ship.

The party then lunched as guests of
the divisional rear-admiral who was
using the cruiser as his flagship. After
luncheon the correspondents were tak.
en on board the famous cruiser Lion
which was Admiral Beatty's flagship
in the Dogger Bank battle.

With the exception of a dent in her
forward turret armour and a similar
scar just above the water line, this
show vessel of the British navy dis-
played Httle sign of the terrible ham-
mering she got when three German
battle cruisers concentrated their fire
on her.

Scarred but Ready for Another Action

Carefully mounted in the compan-
fomway is an 1l-inch unexploded shell
\\;ilch the Seydittz hurled through the
1¥08's armour below the water line,
No evidence has ever been found to
justify the story that the Lion was
torpedoed,

No sign was left of the 12-inch shell
which blew in the bulkhead of the ad-
miral's quarters after going through
the deck, except the casing and cap
occupying the place of honor among
the Lion’s trophies,

Even the captain’s bath tub, which
was hurled overboard by the explo
slon of an 8<nch shell which probably
came from the ill-fated Bluecher, has
been replaced. The engine rooms of
tlie Lian showed no sign of the ship
ever having been in battle. The tumn
bines looked as if they were just out
of the shop.

The officers of the Lion explained
that the reason there were so few
casualties was due to the fact that
the men were so scattered about the
ship during the action that an explod-
ing shell was not likely to kill more
than one or two at a time.

The tripod masts with the control
bridge and crows nest had not been
subjected to a severe test as the sec-
ondary batteries of the German ships
never had been within range, and the
big guns devoted their attention fto
the more vital parts of the ship.

A torpedo boat picked up a portion
of the party from the Lion and the re-

nder from the almost equally cele-
Fled Tiger, which looked like a
ewly commissioner ship, despite the
many times she is reported to have
been sunk.

The officers and crew of the Lion
eay they still marvel at the little
harm done her vital parts by the rain
of heavy shells.

The shell which did the most harm
did not penetrate the armor casing
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