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had afive gslbn coal oil can filled with 
duet in hie cabin when I beard 
irta him last, about Jan. 1, and he 
has a email mountain ot gr*vel heaped up 
on hie claim read/ lor sluicing when the 
spring thaw сотеє. Ha was very ill at 
one time from hie hard work ai d poor 
food and came very near giving his life tor 
his golden forttne. The very richest find 
that bis become generally known in Daw- 
eon city this winter is one on Binder Greek. 
It was by Mack Binder, who has bien 
chasing the elusive goddess of fortune 
lor twenty or more years in Oregon and 
Idaho. He has been a per fee: type of the 
poor, ragged, hopeful prospector tver 
lined I first saw him about 1878 He 
went up to Dswson on the same craft with 
me, and it seemed pitiful that he should 
have so much hope on such slender founda
tion. Нн had about $600 invested in hie 
outfit. The old man prospected up and 
down several creeks and esmped one night 
in an unnamed c reek He dug a prospect 
hole four te-1 deep there and got color 
from the first. At the bottom ot the hole 
he got $7 and $8 to the pan. The old 
fellow went almost crazy at the thought 
thst at last, alter a lifetime of searching, 
he had found gold and was rich for life. 
He told me recently that he was sure he 
would clean up about $90,0fi0 by n- xt 
July, and I have no doubt it will run over 
th it figure. He has as rich a claim as 
there is in that locality. Binder is the only 
one ot the 200 men on the craft in which 
he went up the Yukon that has s*ruck it 
rich, so far as I know.

are packed to the deoth of a loot. E irth 
is banked up about the walls of the cabin. 
Thst keeps out the cold. Same roofs have 
upon them earth and moss a yard thick. In 

mer the m isqaitoee rise out of these 
roofs in swarms like the Egyptian 
locust plague. Let me recite some ot the 
current prices in Dawson City. Pine logs. 
$2 50and $3 00 each; window glass. 50 
cents a pound ; meat, 75 cents a pound ; 
carpenters who can do fairly good work 
get $18 and $20 a day this winter ; com-

get ttyreeiqaarters 0f an ounce
ot gold a day—aboutn$12 A small loaf
of wheat bread has coat 60 cents all win er 
in Dawson, and for a short time the price 
was 75 cents. I bought a pair ot stogy 
boots last January tor three onne ■ of 
gold, worth $48. and I can buy similar 
boots tare for $3 No cigars or drinks 
are less than 50 c»nte each. Bartenders 
get from $12 to 25 a day. By the way, a 

courtesy In the saldons there is 
the one who c*lls hie friends to the bar to 
hand his pock**t buckskin sack ot gold duet 
across the bar to the barkeeper, and per
mit the latter to wrigh out enough gold on 
the scales, which are found in every busi
ness place in that region, to pay the bill 
for the drinks.

‘Ore of the greatest monev makers m 
D*we°n is a young man. Dan Flynn, who 
lihilf from Ha risburg, Pa. _ He is jest 22, 
and be is a natural born business man. He 
bas nothing to do with the mines, and never 
even saw one. He’s all business. He hap
pened to be at Dyes, on th » coast ot Alas
ka last Jane as a c;gar agent, when the 
news came there ot the Klondike gold dis
coveries. He quit his j >b and sent word to 
his firm in Caicago that he was going to 
Dawson Ciy. He got there early and sold 
all the 10 cent cigars he had for $1 50 each. 
He saw the money there was in town lots, 
ana took written sixtv day options on a 
dozen lots, paid $500 down, and in less 
than twenty days he acid out and made 
$20.000 cash. He knew that an army ot 
gold seekers would soon be there, so he 
took options on more lots *t greatly 
advanced prices. Besides, he bought springs 
ot drinking water near D iwson City and 
hired Indians to peddle wster at 25 cents a 
pail. Then he went into the bread busi
ness. He has now over 200 pounds of geld 
ready lor shipment to San Francisco when 
navigation on the Yukon opens. He will 
sell tens ot thousands ot pails of water in 
D iweon at 25 »ach toia coming summir. 
Flynn is easily worth $100.000 now, and 
he may double it in another year. He has 
the Irish wit and is very popular in Daw
son He will soon open a bank there, 
backed by a Sto Francisco mill ooiire.1

і ought to deer up two or three 
gold every week in the ear. .

me that he 
pounds of- The Klondike’s Wonders.

News Brought By An Experienced 
Піпег From Dawson City.

r; •The «tories oi drinking and careering 
at Damon City are all both. In the fi at 
place, it сови too виск to drink own in 
the Klondike region. A drink ot the ril- 
eat concoction ot molars 11 and alcohol 
coats about $1. In the oecond place, the 
wealth is earned by such hard work and 

that one does not like to throw
•q-

4 mon laborersexposure
his earnings over the bar with the reckless- 

that characteriz-d the miners in the 
flssh mining days of the West. Moreover 
one miy readily see that a climate where 
the wind blows and moans twenty hours 
out of every twenty four, and where tin 

travels between two degrees

Lots and Log Cabins—Dawson City's
Tht jyimals—Danger ot Pestilence—Men Who Have Made Fortunes- 

The Oetlook—Advice to Cold Hunters.

in the west what min will do an l the піка 
he will take to get gold at any h- tard, bnt 
the way hundreds of 
mg along the banks of crooks and 
trackless snowy w sates mitre from ano'her 
cumin being, and in a way below-zero 
weather, to pro-pect sm d snow and iso tor 
gold-bearing gravel, b ia'e au» s o-ies we 
have ever told to illuitra'.e mao's insatiate 
thirst tor gold. Booanz t, Huok- r. Eldor- 
sdo. Too Much Gold, and Seokom Creek» 
were completely occnpied by miners' 
claims Irom sonree to m mtb, while all the 

for miles round were

haa been many descriptions 
KloidUe region but the

There
printed ot the 
beat th»' Progress has seen me told by 
Charles E. Stillmso to a Now York Son 
reporter. So many friends ot Реоовжеа 
readers have gone to this region oi gild 
that will be glad to read ouch an intereating 
ud apparently unbiased account ot lite 
in that country. M-. Stillman jmade a 
quick trip Irom the Klon like region to 
■southeastern Alsaka. hiving left Daws in 
City on Jan 28, nod arrived at Skigwiy 
on Feb. 16, He lesrned io Diwson City 
but January that Mrs. Stillman wu Ш at 
at the family homo, and leaving hi» mining 
property in charge of his broth Л he start
ed overland aa last aa possible, wito two 
guides and a train ot cog# lordfcn eo sat 
and thence for Calitoroi i. Mr. S 11 man 
is one o' the beat known gold miners on 
the Расібс coast. He has been S ate 
T.easurer of Nevada, was rnpenntendent 
under John W. Mickay ot the Bon.czs 
mines on the Comstocklode, and h-s been 
mining gold and silver since 1860. He 
went to tee Klondike Irst Jdtjbt» *1» « 
pert representing a syndicate dl Demon 
miner.,. who bought three claims on U* 
ker Сто k tor $100.000 c ah down. He 
brought wih him 6t.y pound, nvoirdn 
poia in gold das', worm atout $13,000, 
and deliver el it to the syndicate by which

mercury
above z ro and forty below for five months 
in the yea-, is not conducive to convivial
ity >nd hilarity as the warm, bilmy climate 
ot Tombstone acd Virginia City were 

■Another, and perhsps the most import
ant reason tor tie earnestness sni sober
ness ot Dawson City thia win'er, is that the 
danger of starvation in that Arctic region 
has been looking the Ktondifcers in the 
lace. The last steam-r of the season, 
the Wetre, arrived ot Dswson in the last 
work oi S-plember, nod It had bean ex
pected there would bo two or three steam- 
e*§ up the Yukon by thst time, each host 
having heavy supplies on board. The 
Canadian police were frightened and 
ed the Klondikera ot the danger ot starva^ 
tion. Free transportation was famished 
people at Cawaon City to Fort Yukon end 
Circle City. At the last named plaoeo 
p- ovieions were plentiful. The going 
awav ot som 11.000 m*n from Dswson at 
the approaett of winter w ss a gfMt help 
toward checking the scare of starvation. 
Very naturally, one who has any sense 
and the le set fear of starvation in so bide- 
one’y lonesome a place as the Klondike is 
not going to throw money away carelessly 
for whiskey and on games of chance.

common
thave gone tramp-

across

tributary et-euni 
well claim-d.

Since the 1 at steamer want down the 
Yukon from Dawson City lust S p'ember, 
tbe tenderfeet on the Klondike have been 
locating on drzens ot tiny i reeks further 
apd further away trou the original gold 
(fads. There are now so m my n« w creeks 
tohnd and locvei upon that th$ average 

th -re does no: try to remember

warn-

•Ob, yes, I believe all tbe claims on El 
Dorado, Bonacza, Beir Honker, All Gold, 
Gold Bottom and the other creeks of which 
the American people heard such wonder
ful stories last summer and fall are still 
paying well. The greater number of the 
mines discovered and located in 1896 are

person
them any longer. That there will be an- 
Qtfcer ci'y like Dawson City in th'-1 Klondike 
is not doubted by any one up there.^ It 
the miners on th* newly 1 ca*ed claims 
god th-і miners who wll go into the Klon- 
dRy this comibg season strike eny de- 
(Tree ol richne s. a city that will outgrow 
Dawson seems lik-ly. D iwson is too tar 
away from the newer claims to be a bate ot 

there. I

yielding increased net returns now. The 
miners hive improved processes ot mining 
in the Klondike and the waste of gold dost 
has been largely checked. The famous 
claims Nos. 4, 5 and 6, owned oy Clarence 
Berry ot Fresno, Cal., on El Dorado 
Creek, yielded during the first year*! 
operation $130,000 in gold. Barry sold 
the staff at the San Francisco mint last 
August. The same claim will Yield $200,- 
000 in this, tha second year oi its opt ra
tion. There are other mines that are doing 
proportionately well this year. A few 
bave not done this season nearly so well 

year ago. No one dare predict how 
these placera will do in the third year ot 
tneir operation.

‘It is generally conceded in Daws m 
City th it В >nanza Creek is the richest in 
the whole Klondike region It is no usa 
tor people io go prospering there now. 
Every loot of iha betebes on either side 
ot th-i creek from source to mouth hss 
been taken up 
G orge Carmack, the Yankee squaw min, 
made the original Klondike gold discovery 
in Auguit 1896 Theie are 116 claims on 
Bonanza Creek and an average ot twelve 

to each claim are employed there.

•It will be wonderful it some mortal fever 
does not rage in Diwson next sommer. If 
thira was ever a community properly situ 
ated for the development ot pestilence it is 
Dswson City. Toe town is located at the 
base of a mountain- on the northeset side 
ot $,he month ot tbe Klondike, on the Yukon 
R vcr. At that point thj Yukto M nearly 
halt a mile w*dc. The mountains curtail 
the < xpaneion of the town. Tbe people 
now live almost as closely together as in a 
large city. Fancv what it will Ьз by next 
July, wh n 150,000 people shall have set 
foot on that na-row bench along the river. 
There is no sewerage or drainage, no 
watir supply from an uncontamioated 
source and no attention is p aid to simple 
hygiene in thst land ot quick fortune mak
ing- Arottid the base ot the mountain to 
the west is вп ares of several hundred acres 
ot manh land and one can see tbe mriiria- 
laden vapor rising like steam trim an 
engine in a midsumnrr morning. Evan in 
the warmest weather one can dig down 
through the heavy layer ot m »ss and a toot 
or two in tbe spongv soil in Dawson Ci y 
and find ic* a halt toot think. Last eurn- 
mir the 1,200 people at Dawson C ty 
more or less ill with malaria and thare 
were a few deaths from lever. Tbe 
quitoes rise during the months of June, 
July and August in sw trms from the 
that abounds everywhere in the Klondike 
region, and they are so ferocious that 
mules and dogs hbve run away and leaped 
madly over embaukments many times to 
escape them .

•Dawson City has be*n growing right 
along all winter. An occasional dip ot 
the bercurv to 42 => to 50 ® below zero 
has had no effect on the budding operat
ions i here. All winter long F root s«reet— 
prsc ically the only one in Dawsod Citjr— 
has resounded with the sound of chopping 
and hammering on new houses and stoies. 
1 think that tin building improvements of 
the town six weeks ego, wbm l left Daw
son City, comprised anent 115 bg cabins, 
three log churches—Cvholi *, Episcopal 
and Methodi-t—and 600 tents, that had 
b*en boarded up about the bottom to 
make them more agreeable to the octu 
pants. Toe business part ot the town con
sists of log and crude pine board buildings 
arranged in a straight line and close be
side one anothe-. In these structures are 
fifteen saloons, two barber shops, several 
batcher shops and half a dc-zen restaurants, 
two real estate offices’ and one hsrdware 
store.

supplies tor tbe mining e-maps 
know several rich real f-erwe m n who are 

on their way to Sxagw y, and th ynow
are going to speculate in ’o’s in new town 
sited in 'he mining region. 1? they are 
lucky they will make more money 
it quicker than the luck-est miners 
think, in S^p’emher, 1896, you could have 
bought a- res in D«w<oa ci y for $200 or 
$300 each—perhaps less. To day lota tb*re 
with a thirty-toot frontage bring $3,000 
and $4.000 fach Some lots bring $10,000 
end $15,000 each.

^a*That?s about one third the gold we hid 
got out from our mines up to ibe time I 
came away,* rays M**. Stillman, ‘R w1^ 
probably oe $80 000 for tbe year Irom our 
three placer claims, when we shill have 
finished sluicing the gravel ne*f Jane 

Mr. Stillman has been an o j at of in
terest among the army of gold hungry

blin^ trom all over the world on this 
coast and making ready for going to the 
Klondike region His long experience in 
gold mining and bis opportunities to ob
serve tin possibilities oi the Klondike have 
made him the very sort of person that the 
thousands tf Klondike wild men out h r i 
want to interview. In Seattle he was kept 
np all night at his hotel by crowds ol щеп, 
who importnoed him for inform »tion about 
the chances ol fortune retting in the new 
gold region. Here in Los Angeles Mr. 
Sti lman has been constantly surround d 
by a crowd ot men, who are planning to 
join the stampede to Alaska during th »

Just
I
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‘Have there been any noUbly rich dis
coveries on the newly touni creeks iu the 
past tew months

‘Yes, some were m ide last November 
on Columbia Creek, a tiny strains which 
flows into thi E.dorHo Creak, about 
tbir yfivi miles so'i’heait from Dawson 
Cty. All Davsou Ci .у was excited, and 
wi’h reason, las' December, by the reports 
ol rich finds oq an ex ension ot French 
Creek. Th re wis will excitemeoi and 
December over the news tbit cime of 
discoveries ot gold th .t ran $9 to the pan 
on Su’phur C e зк. Acjmpiay of three 
greenhorn Sw ides, who j lined the rush 
to the Klondike from Vietorii, В. C , list 
August, bave stumbled on a fortune on 
French Greek, wuere ьв/ег il experienced 
miners hid prosofod with indifferent 
results a month before. I have heard that 
these Swedes bave three claims. They 

l struck b-dro ;k eleven teit below the $uc- 
fice ot th-i grav-l. Gr*vel that ran $5 to 
the pan has been very common with them.
Tney are repor ed to have washed out by 
thi slow and p nient panning process 
$2,000 worth ol gild in three weeks 
James VV. Phelps, tornerly a bookkeeper 
tor Phil Armour in Chicago, dropped his 
work sni went Klondikeward last August.
He got a friendly tip trom a man in 
D wson City «he very nig it he reached 
there. He located on Bear Creek. He were for the average man who came to

I■seem

‘The population ot DawJonCity, and the 
camps that line the creeks that twist away 
south, east and southeast trom the K on- 
dike end Yukon is as intelligent as any 1 
have ever koo vn in any tu ning camp in the 
Wist. Indeed, it is the most mo al and 
ambitious mining pop ihtion I have

А пшпівг ol us proteesional miners

Tois cretk was where

seen.
up there, who bave s* en the gilded gamb
ling pa1 aces ot Virginia City and have lived 
in tbe hot days tf Bo die. Tombstone An-

that rogton ha. been .omew a milder t ^ of mf„ from the -o u,ad to
in former year,.' ... j Mr. * ». The ^ ^ ^ g ^ To be [Ur ._ ,Ьвгв is 
Indian, say that the ice mil begin to brea jng ^ ,|ЬегЛ dtinkio,, the hard
up in the Yukon at the last ot June t egt ot har(1 wh-sk-y in Diwson Ci y and 
year. That will about a fortnight earlier Qjrcje City, but the
than usual. There have been a tew hours parable with what we used to witness every 
,hi..e..on „hen the temperature at oar right £™***~'d ^“tTae® Z 
digging! on Hunker Creek bai been do»n m>kin & dozen new millionaires 
to 63° below zero, and for font day» »t The Klondike miners are nut the typicsl, 
jfew Year's time tie mercury never rose picturesque miners the world has been
above 44= below zero. The winu, which hearing about tor halt a century. “ 18 ™У above 44 oeiow zero private opinion tbit the awful hardships
blows there all winter long, blow very bar £ne to get rich up there, tbe
at that t-'me. No Calilorniau used to a d,ngerl thit muit be b aved. and ihe pri-
neronniallv mill climate can evm imagne valions sudred m g-fing to the new gold
wbat inch'winter means. The day I left geld» by any route. makA men there sober 
Dawson City the. mercury was at about and provident. Where men have these 
24= below rsro, and the piople regarded chiraoteristics there’s no chance taken in 
that as a pretty mild sort ol day. The gambling Then, too, the expanse of 
ira is » yard thick io the Yukon and gating to Klondike and the пчееві.гу ex
on all the creeks io the Klondike re- pmditme ol several hundred dollars fur au 
„ion The «now is shout two leet on oetfit keep out of the Alaskan mining 
the level, and very deep in drifts canted region , horde of bird-op, desperate 
by the everlasting blow trom the north, ast. characters similar t i those that have made 
There have been many ears and faces froz n »a the Western mining ramps so noter 
among the people in .pod about Dawson ipnsly bid. T doubt it Dawson City ever 
City in the lost low months. I have hrard ,ui Ьа а ЬаЯ, jaerira», wide-open town 
of .bout twenty people who have lost their j„ the sense that Virginia City and Cripple 

■Viives by fie.zing, but there may be a lot Creek hive >dfu4 It;has a population 
Vmoro unlortnnates who have died of fre ж 0j about me®. 120

ins in their cabin» and tents away ofl on mtn ,11 winter, riith about 4,500 
the banks ot creeks miles trpm friends. more miners in the,. cabins along the 
Joaqnin Miller, who is in Dawson City, creeks, and there hate been few more or
tho nnht he was going to lose one of his derly and earoestK, communities am where 
oars bv free sing when I saw him a few days jn the Uniob. The stories that I see pub- 
before I set out for Californis. I believe baked jn some newspapers about the orgies 
there hss been a score ol amputations of md immorality .st yawsonJBitv are almost 
of irez b legs and leet on the Klondike wholly the fiction ot imAfciuriive reportera, 
thia raason. I mver foew. an Why well-educated,

--------  thoughtful; and prdtialng men m any
4 ‘How much of an area baa been covered camp «• there Art at UawMn City today.
by gold miners’camp, on ,h, Klondike ? |Г,‘Ж5|Ш‘в.Лї‘пи.
Oh, about 100 miles square would cover it. * тімн»< liVassar CoUege,
The Canâdian register of Mines at Dawson ud B physiciannllld MvA there in a log

furtfieit from Dswwn were locito j Paris. 1 think no is contented. Anyhow, 
sixty miles ajray. When I git to the Kion- ^ ов^ t0 ^ tor a year or two. He gets 
dike last August the forth? st were not an ounce bt gold tor esch yiei*, and 

from Dawson City, fpr simple surgioal work his bill runs into 
miners have long seen ounces of gold very q iickly. It seems to

men
The Canadian authorities ar Diwson were 
recently figuring that $800,000 in gold 
from Bonaiza Creek wai sent to the United 
Srates lart summer and that $4,000,0C0 
will be sent irom the creek in 1898.

Frank Co )b of Low It, Maes , who was 
once a Harvard football man. and 
the Yukon in 1895, is still taking out gold 
on Bonarza Creek It is rumored tdat he 
haa 309 pounds ot gold ready tor shipment 
to San Francisco next summer. That’s 
worth a lout $77,000. He baa put much 
capital in elaborate sluices and I would not 
be surprised to в їв him clean up $50,000 
or $60 000 before August.

next sixty days.

1
Iscenes are nev-ir com-

■
‘What are the chances for an average 

man who knows nothing about lining and 
goes to the Klondike now P*

‘They are not nearly so good as they

;
1

A DOCTOR’S DIRECTIONS. \ T

,

■

They Save a daughter from blindness.
Г

a common experience to have Dr. Ayer в 
Sarsaparilla prescribed by a phy*iclan. 
It is a common experience to see a “ com- 
plete cure ” follow the use of a few bottles 
of this great blood purifying medicine.

Because, it is a specific for all forms of 
blood disease. If a disease has its origin 
in bad or impure blood, Dr. Ayer's Sars- 
aparila, acting directly on the blood, re
moving iU impurities and giving to it 
vitalizing energy, will promptly eradicate 
the disease. . . _

The great feature of Dr. Ayer's Sarsapa. 
rilla is the radical cures that result from 
its use. Many medicines only suppress 
disease—they push the pimples down 
under the skin, they paint the complexion 
with subtle arsenical compounds, but the 
dUe.ae r.g« In the vein, like » pent-up 
Ore, end .оте day bre.k. out In a vol
canic eruption that eat. np the body. 
Aver1. багаарегШп goe. to the root. It 

lakes the fountain clean and the water.

She ЙГи ЇЯ-ЬЇЛЙ p
Clemente she needs build up the broken 
down ednstitation—not to brace tit np with

more ebooti th. >Jre« .«ecled by thi. 
remedy. It', rant free, on request, by the 
J. C. Ayer CO., Lowell. Мш

is theьЖйЙЙГЙЖ
allow aomethlng for seeming ext

; seeming extrava- 
; if you know thatlow something 

nee in the statemegance in tne siaiement if you know 
the medicine so praised, cured a loved 
daughter of disease and restored to her 
the eyesight nearly lost. The best med
icine in the world for you is the medicine 
that cures you. There can’t be anything 
better. No medicine can do more thin 
cure. That is why John 8. Goode, of 
Orrick, Mo., writes in these strong terms :

“Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla la the best med
icine in the world. My daughter had a 
relapse after the measles, due to taking 
cold. She was nearly blind,and was obliged 
to remain-in "a dark room all the time. 
The doctors could give her no relief; one 
of them directed me to give her Ayer’s 
Sarsaparilla. Two bpttles cured her com
pletely.”

&The largest buildings io that region are 
two substantial storehouses built by the 
Alaska Commercial Company and the 
North American TransportatiooCompanx. 
Each is two stories high, and raven about 
8,000 square feet. To show how it costs 
to build up there, I have only to siy that 
one ot these storehouses, with a good 
crate foundation cost exactly $93.500 last 
September. The same atraoture ooald he 
built in the middle state i for about $4,000, 
and on the Pacifie coist for $4,500. Log 
cabins 20x24 foot oo'st from $3 000 to $1 
600. Tha lego era hewn on three rides apd 
the ohioks ira plugged wi h mod sad 
The roofs are c instructed of three layers of 

which moss a d earth

,
;
?
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;
The thousands of testimonials to the 

value of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla repeat 
over and over again, in one form or another 
the expression: “The doctors gave 1 
no relief; one of them directs. ще_ 
give ker Dr. Ayer's Sarsaparilla. Two 
bottles completely cored her.”
, It Is a common experience to try Dr.

. Ayer'S Sarsaparilla as a last resort. It is
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