-

o SOt

T

R

e R

Pages 9 fo 16

-

PR

RESS, nesun

ST. JOHN, N.B

., SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 1898.

The .Klon'dii‘(e’s Wonders.

News Brought By An Experienced

[Miner From

Dawson City.

.

The Winter ildi—Costly Lots

Morals—Danger of Pestilence—Men Who Have Made Fortunes—
The Outlook—Adyvice to Gold Hunters.

There hias been many descriptions
printed of the Kloadise ragion but the
best tha: PrROGRESS has seen was told by
Charles E. Stillman to s New York Sun
repocter. Sy many triends of PROGRESS
resders havs gone to this region of gold
that will be glad to read such an interesting
and appsrently unbiased acount of lite
in that comatry. M-. Stillmsa ;made a
quick trip from the Klon lixe regioa to
southeastern Alasks, haviog left Dawsin
City on Jan 28, sod arrived at Skagway
on Feb. 16, He lesrned ia Dawson City
last January that Mrs. Stillmag was ill st
at the family home, and leaving his mining
property in charge of bis broth r; he start-
ed overland as fast as possible, wita two
guides and s train of cogs forthe &9 st
and thence for Calitoroii. Mc. S ilman
‘is one o' the best known gold muners on
the Pacfic coast. He has been S:ate

T, easurer of Nevada, was ruperintendent

ander John W. Macksy ot the Bonwzs
mines on the Comstocklode, and h-s been
mining gold and silver since 1866. He
went to tue Klondike lest July.ee anex
pert represenung 8 syndicatw ot Ocegon
miners, . who bought three clsims on Hun-
ker Cre.k for $100,000 ¢ sh down. Ha
brought wih bim firy pounde avoirdu
pois in_gold dus, worth adont $13,000,
and delivered it to the syndicate by which
hs is employed.

“That is sbout ons third ths gold we hud

got out from our mines up to 1be time
came away,’ rays Mr. Stillman, .

finished sluiving the gravel pext June ’
Mr. Stillman has been an o-j:ot of ia-

terest among the army of gold huogry men g
assembliny & om all over the world on this and $4.000 vach - Some lots bring $10,000

coast and making resdy for going to the
Klondike region. His long experience in
gold mining and his opportunities to ob- |
serve ths possibilities ot the Klondike have
made him the very sort of person tbat the
thousands cf Ktondike wild men out h-rs
In Seattle he was kept | dike and Yukon is as intelligent as any 1
op all night at his botel by crowds ot msn,
who importused bim for inform stion about
the chances of fortune yetrisg in the new
Here in Los Apgeles Mr.
Sti Iman hus been constently rurround:d |seeo. A pumber of us proteesional miners
planning to
join the srampece to  Alaska duriog th:

want to interview.

gold region.
by a crowd ot men, who are

next sixty days.

«“The present winter in Dawson City anl
that region has been somew:at milder tuan
in former years,’ sail Mr. Stillman. “The
Indians say that the ice will begin to break

up in the Yukon at the last ot June thi

year. That will about a fortnight earlier
than usual. There have been a few hours
this season when the temperature at oar
diggings on Huoker Creek Eas beea down
to 63° below zero, and for four days at
New Year's time tte mercury never rose
The winu, which | hearing about tor halt a century.

- above 44° below zero.

blows there all winter long, blow very bard

‘at that t'ma.

what tuch winoter means.

that as & pretty mild sorc ot day. Th

:": :l 8 tg:rdor::ikik i:" t.l‘il;e’ k{,‘;:';:e ‘:g getting to Klondike and the nicessary ex-
gion. The suow is sbout two leet on | ogifit keep out of the Alaskan mining
the level, and very deep in: drifts csused
gy the everlpstiog blow from the north: ast.
here have been many ears and facesfroz n | 41| the Western mining camps so_notor-
.(;t;n'“ '::‘ m&‘:o:“:. .b([“;;'[;;"o: iously bad. ‘I doubt it Dawson City ever
in aw ths: L :

«f about twenty people wbo bave lost their | ip the sense that
“.Ziives by fre: zing, but there may be & 10t | Creek hava -
more unfortunates who have died of fre z- ’

ing in their cabins and tents away off o

the banks of creeks miles from friends.
Joaquin Miller, who is in Dawson City,
thought he was going to lose one of ‘his
ears by freczing when I saw lpm o few q"l in the Unioh. The sporiesthat I see pub-
-before I set out for Californis. I believe |jighed in some new! fapére about the orgigs
there has beea & score of amputations of | and immonslity a8 Dawsan Lity are almost

of froz-n legs and feet on the Klondike wholly the fietion of i ive reporters.
this season. : “ |1 .naver knew. .80 . well-educated,

X = .| thougnttul; and pro ' 'men in any
“ «How much of an areabas been coyered | camp as there.are &b, City today.
by gold miners’ csmps on the Klondike ? | Some are ifiarvand (#id'Yale graduatss.
Oh, about 100 miles equars would cover it, Two yonog:-s .::rl‘é‘:gl““l

The Canddisn register of Minesat Dawson | 4nd a ph
City told me six weeks ago that the mines | cabin;
farthost from Dawson were located sbout Colum
sixty qilgl away. When I git to the Klon-
dike lest August the furthest “were. Dot | by an onnoe bt ‘,SM o T vibs s
trom : Dawson ' City. | for simple sur w

twenty miles

We oldtime minws have long séen

It will

provaby o 35000 fr ot o ot | (LSS L T o cont e

g s , e .C‘mo“'“ ““,d i dangers that must be b-aved. and the pri-
‘perepnially mild climate can even 1magmne | vations suff.red in geting to the mew gold
ugs ! The day I lett | figids by aoy route. maka men there sober
Dawson City the mercury was at about | and provident.
24° below zsro, snd the pople regarded

and Log Cabins—Dawson Clty's

in the west what man.will do an1 the ritks
be will take to get gold at any h-zard, but
the way hundreds of men have goneiramp-
ing along the banks of creeks and across
teackless snowy wistes miles from ano‘her
puman being, and in & way below-zero
weather, to pro-pect sm'd snow and ice for
E.old-becri.ng greavel, buars anv s°07ive we
ve ever told to illustrate maa’s ivsatiate
thirst tor gold. Boosnz, Huaker, Eldor-
ado, Too Mach Gold, and Szokum Creeks
were completely occupied by miners’
claims from source to mouth, while all the
tributary et-eams for miles rouad were
well claimd.
Smce the 1.8t stsamer went down the
Yukoan from Dawson City lsst S-ptember,
the tenderteet on the Kiondike bave been
locating on dczens of tiny creeks furtber
and further away from the original gold
inds. There are now so miny new creeks
tound aod locsred upon that tha averags
pereon th-re does not try to remember
them any looger. That there will bs an-
er ci'y like Dawson City in the Klondike
.{s wot doubted by any ons up there. It
the ‘miners on th* mewly 1:'ca‘ed claims
mllﬁ miners who w'll go iato the Klon-
this comibg season strike eny de-
gres of richne s, a city that will ou'grow
Dawson ‘ssems hk:ly. Daiwson is too far
away from the newer claims to be a base of
supplies for the minmng camps there. 1
know several rich real ¢sta’e m o who are
now on their way to Skagw:'y. snd th y
are going to speculate in 'o’s in new town
sited 1n 'he mining region. 1f they are
lucky they will mske more money and do
it quicker than tbe luck.est miners. Just

honght a res in Diwoa ci'y for $200 or
$300 cach—perbaps less. To day lota there
with a thirty-foot frontega bring $3,000

and $15,000 each.

*The population ot Daw:on City, and the
camps that line the crecks that twist away
south, esst and southssst from the K'on-

have ever kuo vn in any w'niog camp in the
West. Indeed, it is the most mo al and
ambitious mining popalstion I bave ever

up there, who bave scen the gilded gam>-
ling pa'aces of Virginia City aud have lived
in the bot days cf Bofie, Tombston~, An-
aconda. and Cree e, have remarked maoy
times that the miaers of the K'ondike are
a00'her rice of men from those we usad to
know in tae Sates. To be eure, there is
s | gambling and Liberal drinking of the hard-
est ot hard whiskey in Diwson Ci'y and
Circle City, but the scenes are nevsr com-
parable with what we used to witness every
vight when the Bonanzas were pouring out
their golden wealth and Tomvstoce was
msking a dozen new millionaires

The Klondike miners are not the typical,
picturesque miners the world has been
It is my
private opivion that the awtul hardships
one endures to get rich up there, the

Where men have these
characteristics there’s no chance tsken in
e | gambling _Then, too, ths expense of

penditure of reveral huadred dollars for ao

region a. horde of bard-up, desperate
characters similar to those that have made

,. wide open town
. City and Cripple
pegn, It hss & population
ot about : 800 'még’ snd 120 wo-
0| men all - winter, With sbout 4,500
more miners in the  cabine along the
creeks, aud theré have:been few more or-
derly and earnestt/ communities any where

.will be s hatdl, -

there in a log

Paris. ‘I

with mud, waned. gated at
llge and at the Univeriity of

"be is contented. Aunvhow,!
he ought to be tor & year or two. He gets

ork his bill ‘runs into

“The stories of drinking and carousing
at Dawson City are all bosh. In the fi-st
place, it costs too much to drink even in
the Klondike region. A drink of the vil-
est concoction ot molassas snd alcobol
costs about $1. In the second place, the
wealth is earned by such hard work and
expoeure that one does not like to throw
his earnings over the bar with the reckless-
nesss that characteriz-d the miners in the
flash miniog days of the West. Moreover
ons may readily see thata climate where
the wind blows and moans twenty hours
out of every tweaty four, and where th>
mercury travels betweem two degrees
sbove z ro and forty below for five months
in ths yea-. is not coaduvs to coavivial-
ity snd hilarity as the warm, balmy climate
ot Tombstone avd Virginia City were

+Another. and perhsps the most import-
ant reason for the earuestaess snd sober-
ness ot Dawson City this winter, is that the
danger of starvation in that Arctic region
bas been looking the Klondikers in the
tace. The last stesm-r of the season,
the Weare, arrived at Dawson in the last
week of S+ptember, and it had ben ex-
pacted there would be two or three steam-
eis up the Yukon by that time, each boat
baving heavy supplies on board. The
Canadian police were frightened and wara-
ed the Klondikers of the danger of starva-
tion. Free transportation was farnished
people at Cawson City to Fort Yukon and
Circle City. Attha lsst named places
p-ovisions  were _plentitul. The going
away of soms 1.000 men from Dawson at
the approach of winter wisa great help
toward checking the scara of starvation.
Very naturally, one who bas any senss
and the lesst fear of starvation ia so bide-
ous'y lonesome a place as the Klondike is
not going to throw money away carelessly
for whiskey and on games of chance.

«1t will be wonderful it some mortal fever
does not rage in D swson next summer. If
thora was ever a comnunity properly sita
ated for the developmant ot-pestilence it is
Daweoa City. Thoe town is located at the
base of a moantain. on the nortbesst side
of the mouth ot the Klondike, oa the Yukon
Rvor. At that poiat thy Yukea is nesrly
balt & mile wids. The mountains curtail
the ¢xpansion of the town. Tbe people
now live almost as closely together as in a
large city. Fancy what it will bs by next
July, wh n 150,000 peaple shall have set
foot on that na-row bench slong the river.
There is no sewerage or drainage, no
water supply from aa uncontaminated
soucce and no attention is puid to simple
hygiene 1a that land of quick tortune mak-
ing. Arouad the base of the mountain to
the west is an area of several hunired acres
of marsh land and one can see t.e msliria-
laden vapor rising liks steam from sn
engine in & midsumncr morning. Evenin
ths warmest weather one can dig down
through the heavy layer of mss and a toot
or two in the spongy soil in Dawson Ciy
and find ice a balt foot think. Last sam-
mer the 1,200 people at Dawson C ty were
more or less ill with malaria aud thsre
were a fsw deaths from fevsr. The mos-
uitoes rise during the months of June,
3uly and August in swirms from the moss
that abounds everywhere in the Klondike
region, and they are so terocious that
mules and dogs havs run away aud leaped
madly over embaukmeats msny times to
escape them. :
‘Dawson City has bean growing right
along all wmter. An occasional dip of
the mercary to 422 to 50 2 brlow zero
has had no ¢ffsct oo the building operat-
ions thera. All winter long Front strest—
prec‘ically the only one in Diwson City—
has resounded with the sound of chopping
ard hammering on new houses and sto:es.
1 think that th3 builsing improvements of
the town six weeks 8go, when T lett Daw-
son City, comprised sbcut 115 log cabios,
three log churches—Catholi®, Episc apal
and Methodi-t—ind 600 tents, that had

make them more agreeable to the occu
‘pants. Tne business part of the to#n con-
sists of log aud crude pine board buildings
arranged in a streight line and cloee be-
side one anothe~. In tbese structures are
fiteen saloons, two barber shops, several
butcher shops and half & dczen restaurants,
two real estate offices’ and one hirdware
store.

The largest buildinge in that region sre
two substantial storehouses built by the
Alaska Commercisl Company and the
North American Transportation Company.
Each 18 two stories high, and covers about

to baild up there, T have oaly to siy’ that
one of these ﬂorehom_el. with & good con-

Saptember. The same steacture could be
built 1n the middle states for about $4,000,
and on the Picific cosst for $4,600. Log
cabins 20524 feet cdst from 83 000, to $1,-
500. Thalogs sre hewn on.three sides and

been boarded up abous the bottom to-

8,000 square feet. To show how it costs

crete foundation cost exsctly’ $98.500 last

the chinks are plugged wi-h mud-snd moss
Theroofs are ¢ mstructed of three Jayers of

upon them earth and moss a yard thick. In
summer thc msquitoes rise out of these
roots in swarms like the Egypti
locust plague. Lot me recite some ot the
current prices in Diwson City. Pioe logs.
$2 50 and $3.00 each; window glass, 50
ceots a pound ; meat, 75 cents & pound ;
carpenters who ean do fairly good work
gt $18 and $20 t.l) day this winter; com-
mon laborers get uarters of an ounce
ot golds dly—nbol:t‘;‘ll?. A sm:ll loat
of wheat bread has cost 60 cents all win‘er
in Dawson, and for a short time the price
was 75 ceats. [ bought a pair ot stogy
boots last January for three ouncs of
gold, worth $48. and I can buy similar
boots here for$3. No cigars or driaks
are less then 50 conts each. Bartenders
get from $12 to 25 a day. By the wey, a
common courtesy in the saléons there is
the one who c>lis his frienis to the bar to
band his pocket buckskin sa:k ot gold dust
across the bar to tae barkeeper, and por-
mut the litter to weigh out enough gold on
the scales, which are found in every busi-
ness place in that region, to pay the bill
tor the drinks.

“Oae of the greatest monev makers in
Dawsrn is 8 young man, Dao Fiyon, who
buils trom Ha risburg, Pa. He is just 22,
and he is s natoral born busioess man. He
bas nothing to do with the mines, and never
aven saw oae. He's all business. He bap-
pened to be at Dyes, on th coast ot Alas-
ka last June as & cigir agent, when the
news came there of the Klondike gold dis-
coveries. He quit his job and sent word to
his firm in Coicago that he was going to
Dawson Ci'y. He got there early and sold
sil the 10 cent cigars be had for $1 50 each.
He saw the money there was in town lote,
ana took written sixty day options on &
dozen lots, paid $500 down, and in less
than twenty days he sold out and made
$20,000 cash. ﬁe knew that an army ot
gold seekers would soon be there, so he
took options on more lots et greatly
advanced prices. Barides, he bought springs
ot drioking watec near D /wson City aod
hired Indiaas to peddie water at 25 cants 8
pail. Then he weot ioto the bread busi-
ness. He has now over 200 pounds of geld
ready for shipment to San Francisco when
navigation on tha Yukon. opens. He will
sell tens ot thousauds ot pails of water in
Diweon at 25 «ach this coming sumwmor.
Flyon is essily worth $100.000 now, and
he may double it ia another year. He has
the Irish wis and is very populsr in Daw-
son. He will soon open a baok thers,
backed by a Ssn Francisco mill onsire.’
‘Have there been any notsbly rich dis-
coveries on the newly tound creeks in the
past few months ?*

‘Yes, some were mid3 last Nuvember
on Columbis Creek, a tiay strasm which
flows into ths Edorito Ccs:k, about
thir'y fivs miles sourheast from Dawson
Cty. All Dawson Ciiy was excited, and
wih reason, las: Dacember, by the reports
ot rich finds on an exzension of French
Creek. Th-re was will excitemeni and
December over the naws that cime of
discoveries ot gold th.t ran $9 to the pan
on Su'phar C esk. A compiay of three
grienborn Swides, who jrined the rush
to the Klonlike from Victosia, B. C, last
August, bave stumbled on a fortune on
Freoch Creek, wuere séversl exparieaced
miners had prospecr»d with indifferant
results 8 mooth betore. I have heard that
these Swedes bave three claims. They
struck bedro .k eleven test below tha ruc-
tace ot th- grav-l. Gravel that ran $5 to
the paa has been very common with them.
Taey are repor ed to have washed out by
thy slow aod patient panning process
$2.000 worth ot gold ia three weeks
James W. Phelps, tormerly a bookkeep-r
tor Phil Armourin Chicago. dropped his
work sni went Klondikeward last Aujzust.
He got a friendly tip from & mao ia

me that he to clesr up two or three are packed (o the deoth of & foot. Erth bad, a five-gallon coal oil can filled wifh
pounds of every week in the ear. . is banked up about the walls of the cabin. | dust in his cabin when I beard
Thst keeps out the cold. Some roofs have | from him last, about Jan. 1, and he

has a small mountain ot gravel hes

on s clsim resdy for nlflang whep:‘g
spring thaw comes. Has was very ill at
one tims from bis: bard work a:d

food and came very near giving his life for
his golden fort.ne. The wery richest find
tbat bis become general'y known in Daw-
son city this winter is one on Binder Creek.
It was by Mack Binder, who hes been
chasing  the elusive goddess of fortune
for tventﬁor more years in Oregon and
ldasho. He has been a perfec: type of the
poor, regged, bopeful for ¢ver
since [ firs' saw nim about 1878. He
went up to Dawson on the same craft with
me, and 1tseemed pititul that he should
have so much hope ou such slender founda-
tion. He had about $600 invested in his
outfit. The old man prospected up and
down several creeks and camped one night
10 an unnamsd creek. He dugs prospect
hole four fe t deep there and got color
trom tbe first. At the bottom ot the hole
he got $7 and $8 to the pan. The old
tellow went slmost crezy at the thought
that at last, atter a Litetime of searching,
he had fuund gold and was rich for lite.
He told me recently that he was sure he
would clean np about $90,000 by nixt
July, and I have no doubt it will run over
that figure. He basas rich a claim as
there 1s in that locality. Binder is the only
one of the 200 men on the craft in which
he went up the Yukon that has s'ruck it
rich, eo far as I know.

‘Ob, yes, I believe all the claims on El
Dorado, Bonavza, Besr Hunker, All Gold,
Gold Bottom and the other creeks of which
the Americsu people heard such wonder-
ful stories last summer and fall are still
paying well. The grester number of the
mines discovered and located in 1896 are
yielding increased net returns now. The
miners have improved processes of mining
in the Klondike and the waste of gold dust
has been largely checked. The tamous
claims Nos. 4, 5 and 6, owned oy Clarence
Berry ot Fresno, Csl.,, on E| Dorado
Creek, yielded during the ficst year's
operation $130,000 in gold. Berry sold
the stuff at the San Francisco mint last
August. The same claim will yicld $200,-
000 in tbis, the second year of its opera-
tion. Thers are other mines that are doing
proportionately well this year. A few
bave not done this season nearly so well
s8 a year sgo. No one dare predict how
these placers will do in the third year of
tneir operation.

It 18 generally conceded ia Dawsyn
City that Bnanza Creek is the richest in
the whole Klondike region. Itis no us3
for people 10 go prospe:ting there now.
Every toot of ths berches on either side
ot th: creck trom source to mouth hss
been taken up. Tnis creck was where
G -orge Cormack, ths Yaokes squaw man,
made the original Klondike gold discovery
in Augu-t 1896 There sre 116 claims on
Bonanzs Creek and an aversge of twelve
men to each clasim are employed there.
Tte Canadisn auathorities ar D 1wson were
recently fizuring that $800,000 n gold
from Bonarza Creek was sent tothe United
Srates lart summer and tbat $4,000,0C0
will be sent trom the creek in 1898.

Fraok Coob of Low li, Mass , who was
once a Harvard tootball msu. and went to
the Yukon in 1895, is still taking out guld
on Bonarza Creek. It is rumored tdat he
has 309 pounds ot gold ready for shipment
to Ssn Francisco next summer. [hat'’s
warth arout $77,000. He bas put much
capitalia elaborate sluic2s and I would not
be surprised to 8+e bim clean up $50,000
or $60 000 betore August.

‘What are the chances for an average
man who knows notbing ahout wining and
goes to the Klondiks now P’

D.wson City the very nigit he reached
there. Hs located on Bear Creek. He

“They are not nearly so good as they
were for the average man who came to

s s S R

When a father writes that yours ' is the
best- medicine in the world,” you can
allow something for leemlni extrava.
{;nce in the statement if you know that

e medicine so praised, cured a loved
daughter of disease and restored to her
the eyellf‘ht ne.rl¥ lost. The best med-
jcine in the world for you is the medicine
that cures you. There can’t be anything
better. No medicine can do more than
cure. That is why JohnS. Goode, of
Orrick, Mo., writes in these strong terms:

“Dr. Ayer’'s Sarsaparillais the best med-
icine in"the world. MY daughter had a
relapse after the measles, due to takin
cold. She was nearly blind,and was oblige
to remain-in a dark room all the time.
The doctors could give her no relief; one

. of them directed me to give her Ayer’s
s-rulpnm.. Two bottles cured her com-
pletely.”

i The thousands of testimonials .to.the
value of Dr. Ayer's a.rurnﬂll- -repeat’
overand over again, in one form or another’

: “The doctors
.me. to

Sarsaparilla. Two

T
10 a . common experience to try Dr.
Ayer's Sarsaparilis as a last resort. It is

ve her.

ounces of gol

very quickly. It seems to

pine bosrds, upon which moss &' d earth

A DOCTOR'S DIRECTIONS. - -

They save a daughter from blindness.

a common experience to have Dr. Ayer's
Sarsaparilla prescribed by a physician.
It is a common experience to see a ‘' com-
Pplete cure” follow the use of a few bottles
of this great blood purifying medicine.

Because, it is a specific for all forms of
blood disease. If a disease has its origin
in bad or impure blood, Dr. Ayer’s Sars.
aparila, acting directly on the blood, re-
moving its impurities and giving to it
vitalizing energy, will promptly eradicate
the disease.

The great feature of Dr. Ayer's Sarsapa.
rilla is the radical cures that result from
its use. Many medicines only lnpsresa
disease—they push the glmple- lown
under the skin, they paint the complexion
_with subtle arsenical compounds, but the
disease rages in the veins likea pent-u
fire, and some day breaks out in a vol-
canic eruption that eats up the MY
Ayer's parilla goes to the root. It
b makes the fountain clean andthe waters

arg ¢ . It makes the a

gle Aruit is good. gives Nature the

tements she needs to bifild up broken'
constitution—not ta brace it up with

timulants of patch &-b on the surface.

8&& for Dr. Ayer’s Curebook, and lcars

more about) the 'eires: effécted bg '3::
2 4

remedy. It's sent request,
J.cC A;er Co., um :




