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historians, both Christian and heathen, Christianity was
founded about A. D. 30. By the end of the century all the
Bbooks of the New Testament hd been written and circulat-

of man, as God is the

ildren.  According to the records of
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td among the churches. This date assumes that the birth
of Christ was four years earlier than A. D, one
As early as the end of the first century the religion

Christ had spread over the Roman empire. It is recognized

of

in the weitings of Pliny in his reports to the FEmperor

wous refer to the crucifixion. FEr

lacitus. Suetor Hs
serts that C iffered death under Pontiy te who

was a procu of Judna from A. D. 26 to A. D. it Al

the Cl whor refer to the death of Christ, te
tify that tt I'hose of first #
nd, third and fourth  centuries agree that the books of
the New Testament w written Before he |
cet The writer fn ave heer wvitne
€5 ministry to' kaisia those wh
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New Testament t e n of ~authorship is made
lirectly of wdirectly. by many of the New  Testa
nent seript . themselves Phe person, work, character

and mission of Christ, exbibited 1n.the fo

spels, have

niliar and barmonrc treatment in all other parts of t
New Covenant taining the claims of the

\ ¥ ‘What I have seen. with

vew Testamer 1

he Father, that | speal No one knoweth the son but

the Fathes” *, and my Fatherar: oie

Cheist promised to give the Holy Spirit to his apostles

“I will ask the Father and he will give you another Helper;

“He will
v

things to come;” “He will guide you into all truth.”
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g all things to your remembrance.’

Early writers state that Mark received his information

from Peter” They also admit that all the New Testament,

except Mark and Luke, the Acts] the cpistles of James and
Jude, the second of Peter and the epistles of the Hebrews

were written by the apostles. The contents of the other

ese also were inspired

The instance found in the fhrst and second Corinthians,

books muake 1t evident that

Romans sclaim i

wnd Galations, where Paul seems to d

spiration are capable of interpretations which do not make

such excepfions necessary. He ig conscic

der the guidance of the Holy Spi

matters not taught by Christ. H v
and not a command  Other | than tiose o New
Testament were produced in the t and late nt
some of which were used in the chut But the a
racy of the ‘inspi-ed books, thei tv an t
ency with the early Scriptur the ¢ atit ty W
the writers claimed, rat e the gh above the apocryphal
writing

This may be tested by the readers of the M ENGER ‘A
Visitor, Clement of Rome ¢ i
that city, died about the v
qmtle to-the church of Cornintl f tha
church in some ser.ous trouble th distract the ¢ }
This epistle was by some regarded a pired ut L
the test of time it was finally rejected. 1t abounds  with
wholesome trath, but mostly drawn th f
books of the Bible. Clement quote t
New Testament and fifteen of the ( { tiitie

some cises are long-fur instance e erse

filty-first Psalm.  He doex not i

hie writes just as the pastor of

to the pastor of another
Here 15 a quotation
I'he apostles have. preache

Christ, JesuaChrist rom God, herefore i

by God; the apostle

whing to the wall « Crod For b { ¢ ed -t
ommand, and being thoroughily « i hie
tion of our Ford Jesus Christ, and nee vt rd

of God with the fulness of the

abroad, publishing that the K

hrough countries and the

And thus preaching

pointed the fiest fruits of their nver

and ministers ove: such

ing hirst proved them by the Spirit

18 should afterw

was this anv new

thing. seeing that fong before it was written concerning

bishops and deacons For thus saith the Scr pture in a
oertain place I wal appont theit erseers in righteous
ne: and thedy ministers in Raith And what wonder if

they to whom such o work was committed by

Chriut. estal

shied such officers as we before mentioned
When even that blessed and faithful servant in all his house,
Moses, set down in the Holy Scriptures all things that were
orsmanded him

This is elevated and sound truth;

1t let me now quote
from another part of this epistle, and matter of another
character will be found. He was referring to the . resurrec.
tion, and had compared it to the dead day and the rising
marn; to the seed sown and raised again in the new fruit.
Then he writes as follows : o

“Let us consider that wonderful type of the resurrection
which is seen in the Eastern countries—that is to say
Arabia. There is a certain bird called the Phoenix; of this
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there is never but one al a time ' L es  five hun
dred years. Awd when the time t wlution draws

near, that it must die, it makes itsel ne ncense

and myrrh time 15

other spices, into wh \

fulfilled, it rs and dies But its flesh putrifying breeds
& certain t which, wit he ’ f i

brings forth feathers. and when
tate, it takes up the nest in which the bone

| carries it from Arabia into

called Heliopolis, and flying in open day in

men, lays it upon the altar of the sur returns from

whence it came I'he priests then sear the records

titne, and find that it returne t the eud of
five hundred years. And shall we then think it to be any
ory great and strange thing fo Lord of t aise uj

those that religiously serve him

faith, when even by a bird he

15 promise
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vo infelligent church would take a long time after read
g

ing this bird fable, given seriously as a remarkable fact in

1
bie

I-biology, to come to a decisior

o pocd

wnd true though he doubtless was, lacked the inspiration

of the Holy Spirit; and that his production must be relegat

ed to the un'nspired clnss of religious literature. Such
fables as this cannot suryive in a scientifi The
thrusts of Darwin and Spencer would be t In-

deed the spiritual insight of believers ruled this letter out
of the New Testament canon
Clement in the belief of the Baptists, was perhaps the

third pastor of the Baptist church at Rome

T'hey however
can gonsistently account for this

t of his credulity

in biology; but what can our Roman Catholic friends do
with Clement, whom they regard as the

rth pope of
Rome, reckoning Peter, Linus and Anacletus as his im-
medi t

ite predecessois?  There 1sa heavy job on the hands

of those who would prove his infallibility
There are about twenty five apocryphal New Testament
books which are now in existence. That fr

which the

above tations have been taken, is amo the - best of
them. In them there is much religious truth: but about
all of it can be traced to the inspired broks. Much how

ever of these wrilings are trivial and some of them silly

Between this epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, and
Paul’s epistle to the same church, there is a wide chasm.

The difference’ between the writings of tl

essential, like that between the monkey tr

family. Were the canonical books

writings submitted to any intell

sther. Reasons for doing so would be a
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The Blessing Before the Meal.

BY HENRY CROCKER

1 picture is preserved to us in the worids
And looking up to heaven he blessed.” Place it

inset hues on clouds an ¢ and 1 5

id expanse and, brilhia t
nens M. “‘\ ¢ th
envd haldre bir cla and i 1
owers in orderly companies, all gra
¢ 1d” hungry multitude, but A X pectant
and a g intently t ad a g i the
Ist of \ I8 I I
v a positi
king f 1 s his ¢
to hea and bless it and the
1 wid gives to the d t te  to the multi
le
Descri g the events of 1 da 1
theless there came ¢ hoats from Tiberias nigh unto the

place ¢ they did eat bread, after the Lord hadgiven
inks The marvel of the miracle did not effuce the

mentary blessing that preceded it
In the second miracle of feeding a multitude this scene
ted. As the Paschal supper he gave thanks, and
when he instituted his memorial ordinance, belore

the bread, and again before he passed the wine he

blessed
Aft

iples we find the risen Christ seated before their humble

the walk to Emmaus with the two ed dis

evening repast; and before they partake

is unrecognized
Iriend blesses and then brakes the bread and gives to them,
and just then their eyes are opened and they know him

Evidently the reverential blessing bef.
habitual act with Christ. 'Wherever he m

re a meal was an

ght be, in what-

ever company, before however scanty or
with heavenward glance and true dev
to the gracious Father

The blessing before the meal is a consta it reminder of th
unceasing and-personal providence of God, How near it
brings us to the Heavenly Father, who feeds the ravens,
and clothes the lillies, and notes the sparrow's fall, and
hears the prayers of his children. He taught us. to
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread Every meal is a
gift.  The blessing is our acknowledgement of this direct
and fatherly supply.

The blessing is a tender reminder of our utter dependence
upon God. God's supplies are so abundant, his interposit-
ions so hidden, our part in securing supplies so conspicuous
that we may easily forget our dependence. But the tably

iptuous a meal,

n returned thanks




