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MESSENGHR AND VISITOR. a

1 3ubbath ,%rhnol. 3
BIBLE LESSONS.

Third Quarter.

STUDIES IN LUKFS GOSPEL.

Lesson V. Awgust 8. Luke 15: 11-24.

THE PRODIGAL SBON

GOLDEN TEXT,

“ Father, | have sinned against heaven,
and before Thee.”— Luke 15: |8

EXPLANATORY
I. Tur Two Sowxs.Ver. 11.

And He

(Jesus) daid: to the same audience to
whom He bad spoken the other parables
(Ver. 1). A certain man had two sons.

The housebolder represents our heaven.
ly Father. The two soris undoubtedly re.
yresent the two classes wi presence
{od to the discourse; the scribes and
Pharigees (the elder son), and the publi
cans al inners (the younger son). In
the cdurse of history the difference be-
tween the two was fitly represented by
the Jews and Gentiles. But the parable
did nal directly apply to the Jews and
Gentiles as such.

‘Nore. That God is the Father of all
men, for He has created them in His
own image. That by this parable Jesus
taught that the publicans. and sinners,
Samaritans and Gentiles, werp the breth-
ren of the scribes snd Pharisees, and
they should bhave been treated as breth-

ren.

II. Tue WaNoeRiNG.—Winst Sraom,—
A Sery witikp HEART ATTRACTED FROM
Houz. 12. And the younger of them. A
type of all sinners, but especially of all
who have yielded to the temptations of
youth. Father, give me the portion of
goods (property) that falleth to mes

Waat pors this KeqQuest Meax, when
we come to‘give it its spiritual signifi
cance? Itis the expression of man's
desire to be independent of God, to be a
god to bimeelf (Gen. 3: 5). Two things
mpel him to sct thus: the air of the
paternal home oppresses him, he foels
the constraint of his father's presence ;
then the world without attracts him, he
hopes to enjoy himself.

[Hl Request suowen : (1) selfishness ;
2) mgr-uwdn, (3) selfwill; (1) & de-
termination o do wrong ; (5) undutiful
ness ; (6) narrow vision; for if he had
looked forward he woulJ bave seen the
droudlulconmwenve- And he divided un-
fo them hisliving ; i.c., the property from
which he lived. This compliance sets
forth our free will ss allowed by God.
He shall discover, and, if need be, by
most painful proof, that the only true
freedom is freedom in God ; that to de
part from Him is not to throw off the
yoke, but to exchange a light yoke for a
heavy one, and one gracious Master for
 thousand imperious tyrants and lords.

Goo nas Besrowsp urox Mex mis Liv-
ixo. He bhas given thém spiritual na-
tures made after His own lm-‘o, con-
science, reason, talents, mem:
capaoitios of blessedness, Hia ord lh-
home, His love, His care, and wnrldly
blemsings beyond measure.

Swoonp Sraow~ieavive His Farusn
axp Homm. 13, Not many days after.
But not uumu!m(ol; There is & hmt of

- arise.

versing of the relationship between them,
#0 that the world uses him as its drudge,
and sio as its slave.

The sinner is a slave because (1) he

cannot do right freely, being constrained
0 act contrary to his reason and con
science. He is s siave to his bad habits,
For example, a drunkard, longing to be
free, but going straight to his cups. (2)
He cannot de wrong freely, because his
conscience and moral nature, the Holy
Spirit, the Bible, God's providence, are
opposed to him, snd must be. (3, He
is compelled, contrary to his will, to sut
fer the consequences of hissina. (4) He
is & alave 1o his fears of punishment.
And he sent him into Mz fields lo feed
neine. The intensity of this cimax could
only be duly felt by Jews, who bad such
» loathing and abhorrence for swine that
thef’ would not even name them, bus
spoke of & ‘pig as dabhar acheer, * the
other thing.”
16. And he would fain : he was glad to,
he was only happy The “ Ausks that
the swine did eat” are now familiarly
known to be the pods of the Creatonia
siligua of Linvmus, the kharub (or carob)
of thenatives, Thal the swine did eat. He
who would not feed on the bread of angels
petitions io hunger for husks ot swine.
No man gave unto Aim. The friends he
had made by sin deserted him in his
need. They always do.

1V. Tue Rervex. First Srer,—Con.’
SQlOUSNEss oF Sin axp Wasr. 17, 4nd
when he came to himarlf. The phrase is
wonderfully suggestive. He bad been
living to a self which was not his true
sell. The first step in his repentance is
to wake as out of an ewil dream, and to
be conscious of his better nature,

Secoxp Step, — A CoNSOIOUSNRSS OF
Berren -Tuivos. The Holy Spirit con
vinces men of righteousness as well as of
sin (Jobn 16: 9, 10), gives them the
knowledge and assurance of the possi
bility of » better lite. He said, How
many hired servants of my father's. Evi
dently the lowest, meanest, and least
eared for people in his father's employ
ment. Have bread enough and fo spare.
Even these have enough to ut.hnoulm

a time for feasting. Merry. The feast
indicates the joy- of a forgiving God over
& forgiven man, and the joy of a forgiven
man in a forgiving God.

24, For this my son was dead. The
state of sin is ever regarded in the Serip-
tures as death. The sinner is dead to
the realities of life, to light and truth,
and love of heaven. The soul is dead in
which are wanting the growth and fruits
and principles for which it was made.
And is alive again, Has come back to
his natural state of holiness and love for
which God made us. Was lost. An-
other expression of the sinner's state.
He is far from his home, from his father,
from his true life, hangry, perishing, and
does not know the way back alone. But
God finds him, and brings him back.
-

A \er-an in Cross- Slllrh

The mission ocircle was at ita merriest.
[t was beld in the little parlor of the lit
tle mmister's wite in—well, “ ‘way,’ way
out West ;" s0 you needn't think [ mean
any of the mission circles in your church,
if it does sound like it!

“ Hand that basting cotton over here,
Sallie Bryan 1" cried Lilly Saunders, gaily,
giving her end of the quilt a shake that
nearly took it out of its frame. “ Going
to the fair tonight? Oh! we'll have
lovely times, and there's a five hun-
dred-dollar prise for somebody. I've

you want one 1"
“My mother won't let me!” said the
Sallie addressed, tossing over the spool
of cotton petulantly.

“ Well, { should like to know why 7
“Oh! she saya it isn't proper any way
for young girls like us to be out late and

it isn’t Chirstian or Udecent to counten®
ance these lottery things.”

“l am pot u Christian I"

Lilly made the solemn «tatement pert-
ly, wmith & little jerk of the head and
rhake of her shoulders, as if she thereby
shook off all responsibility of Christian
bebavior. “Oh! well, your mother is a
B. B—that explains it!" she added

higher joys and blessings of children and
heirs, but the peace and cemfort which
helong to their lowest natures. And I/
(his sov, & member of his family,) perish
with hunger. Literally, am destroying
myself. He really"destroys himself who
femains in want away from the abun
dance of his father’s table.

Tugo Ster—Rerxwrancs. 18, 1 will
He resolves with all his heart to
change his course of life. Good resolu-
tions are not so vain as some would
make them out. Wa shall never do bet-
ter unless we make up our minds to do
better. And go to my father. Aguinat
whom he bad sinned, but who was hus fa-
ther still. God is our Father in one sense,
however unworthy we are to be His chil-
dren. There is vone else to whom the
sinner can go. He mu:go home. And
will cay unto him, Father, I have sinned.
Why, 18 may be asked, does noone con-
fess his faulta? Becquc be is still living
in the midst of thém. Against heaven.
Aguinst the authority and the principles
ot heaven, against goodness and Provi
dence, and God. 4nd before thee. The
consciousness of one greatsin makes us
feel the burdm and gl of all past
sins.

19. And am no more worthy, ete. Genu-
ine penit always feels its unworthi-

the P of sin, 1

of God comes first | departure from God
follows. The ymmgn son gathered all fo-
gether. By this gathering together of
all, and departing, seems intimated the
n‘loclml‘ on man's , of all his en
orgies and powers, with the deliberate
determination of getting, through their
help, &ll the graufioation he oan out of
the world.

Turko SvaonIx run Far Covwrny or
Hin. And took As journey into @ far
country. lo order to be farffaway from
the restraints and interference of his
father. The far country is forgetfulness
of God. The far country is being far
from God in charscter, in motives, in
foslings, in works, in sympathy,

L Tus Coxssquences. -Finsr Cowan
QUENOB,~ H1orors Pressunn. There was
& ocertain amount of intense pleasure at
first,—the oheer and warmth whioh
comes from the flames when fimt ap
prosched, and before they are near
enough to burn,

Seooxp Consmquence,A Wasten Liv
1%a, And there wasied Ms substance (his
property) with riotous living. Sin wastes
the body, wastes health, wastes the'soul.
That is wasied which fails of the trae
use for which it was made. The sinner's
substance—his faculties, and his opper
tunities of doing good and being good,
his blessings, God's promises and love,
the influence of the Holy Spirit—is
wasted.

Tairo ConswQuexcr,—A Famive or min
Soti. 14, And when he spent all. This
seems to have happened very soon : the
enjoyment of sin 15 brief, hen sinful
pleasure ceases to give delight, we have
spent all that we aan spend in that “ far
country.” What remains is not current
there. There arose a mighty famine in
#hatland. The liberty of self-enjoyment
is not unlimited, as the sinners would
fain think ; it has, limits of two kinds:
the one pertaining to the individual him-
self, such u mlev.y, remorse, the feehn‘

and

of P

from vice (when he had spent all) ; the
other arising from oertain unfnonble
untoward circumstances, here represent-
ed’ by the famine which ocours at this
crisis ; that is, domestic or public cala,
mities which complete the subduing of
the heart which has been already over-
whelmed, and, furthér, the absence of all
divine consolation. And he began to be
in want. The soul has many hungers
and thirsts, and the nobler the soul the
more of these hungerings and the more
intense the hunger. And the world,
with ita riches and -pleasures, can never
satisfy the soul. This is & sign of its
divine nature and greatness.

Fourra ConsgQueNos,—THE SLAVERY OF
Six. 15, And-he went and joined himself.
Literally “ glued himself to,” fastened
himssell upon, he was in effect a -slave

g el

n 18 far

yith all his bnnq:;wlu‘ his u'wi
not gained & e friend, t how

shall we unders! i

to the of that far country ? The
en.

ness. Make me as one, etc. He does not
give up his sonship, but ssks only the
treatmient given to a hireling, for he does
not even deserve that.

Founrn Sree,— Forsaxiva Siv awp Rx:

TuRNING 10 His Farnse. Coxversion. 20,
And he arose and came to his father. To-
ward, not to. He did not come {0 his
father, his father came out o him. This
actual gout on the d
Jjourney is the turning point in the pro-
digal's life. Note two suggestive faots in
the prodigal's experience: (1) The j
and peace, the father's kiss, ring, ro
oto., are not instantly oconferred : thers
s & way to be tuw{lpl first; often in
sotual experience it is a long and weary
one. () Though the prodigsl brings
nothing good with him, neither does he
bring saything evil. He forsakes all in
turping bis back on the far dountry.
Wio e vt yol a greal way off. In the
story of the parable we must think of
the. wandsrér as coming back weary,
foot-sore, hungry, and in rage. And be
s yet “a great way off,” —not as yet
near the home of peace, the light of the
Father's countenance. His father saw
Aim. There is a delicate and beautiful
implieation of the father's unsleeping
tenderness. His heart yearned over his
prodigal, and his waiting eye caught the
most distant possible glimpse of him
And ran. The return of the- sitiner is
expressed by the word going, but God's
coming to t{m sinner by runming. God
maketh greater baste to the sinner than
the sinmer does to God. Kissed Aim.
There comes to him the joy of all joys;
the love of the fatfier finds him, and he
is conscious of the love,

Firrn Sree,—CoxrEssiox. .
son said wnto him, Father . ..
more worthy fo be called thy son.

Here
was the acknowledgment of his father's

goodness and righteousness. But he did
not add, Make me as one of thy hired
servants (ver. 10), Why? His father
cut him short in his coufession. He was:
80 ready to receive his son that the mo-
ment he gpw him repentant and ready
to receive’ him he hastened to express
bis welcome. Confession of sin is essen-
tial. He that eonfoaselh and forsaketh
shall bave mercy (Prov. 28: 13).

1V. Tue Wrroone Hous. But the
Sather said. When the faraway wan-
derer came back to his early home he
found six things; he found a father, a
home, a welcome, a ring, & feast, and a
song. There is a spiritual meaning hid-
den under each of the gifts which the
rejoicing father bestowed. Bring forth
the best robe. The robe was not mere
clothing, but a long and richly embroid
ered vestment, such as are kept in store
in’ the Bast, and are.presented to hon-
ored guests. "The “ best robe” may easily
signify the righteousness of God imparted
to one who had been halfelad in filthy
rags. Pufa ring on his hand. The ring
was doubtless the father's signetring
which invested him with equality for the
time bei Shoes on his feet. - In those

y.
“ What's a ‘ B, B.' 7" asked Sallie, flush-
ing a little aa the girls giggled, and won-
denng if it had nnythmf to do with her
grandfather being a D. D

“¢B.B. is Born in Boston ! They are
the strait lacedest set ever I got hold of
«~can't dance, can't piay cards, oan't
Took at & grab bag! 1 Lope L'l live to
g0 to Boston sometime, and see if they
ever do anything besides llnllng psalm |
tunes through their noses |"

Spite was so evidently the animus of
Lilly's speech thateven the girls lmg:led
at her ocomical ex ration, ly
meekly accepted the lmpumton of be-
ing boen in Ko-mn (though, it hap-
pened, she had never been numr the
State House than the little corner of
Cape Ann whose “ancient fishy amell "
she often longed for), and answered soft-
ly, with ber head bent a little lower over
the quilt corner :—

ell, Lilly, I'm a Christian, you
know, and 1'm sure I don't want to go if
it isn't—nice I

Sally meant fit, proper, becoming—
“becoming the Gospel of Christ." At
the same time she wondered silently if
her mother wasm't a little too strait-
laced, and if * Boston " hadn't had a per
niciots influence on her, and if the same
moral laws were really binding on church
members in the Territories as in the
States, But she loyslly kept her
thoughts to hersell, Nella Mills spoke
“K sharply. Nells was a Christian.
Christians do sometimes spesk sharply,
more's the pity.

“ [ don't think there's any nsed of set-
ting yourself uy above everybody be-
cause you're a Christian! I never pre
tended to be better than all the deacons
and old church members. 1 know they
0 to lottery fuirs, and Deacon Wiley leta
his children Nny whist or apy other
game they want to. As for dancing, you
won't find & girl in fAis church that
doesn’t do it. | yuess if wa do as near
vight as other folks it will be
enough."

The minister's little wife looked up
from the basket of fancy work she was
busily, alloting to the
gozed’ at the group around the album
quilt nervously. * Ballie whs looking per
plexed and troubled.  There was a soul
in danger.

“ Wno wants to do some fancy work ¥
she crjed eagerly, gathering all the
bright womted and canvas into her
work-apron. # The little girls can do that
| want somebody on these sofa-cush
ions 1"

The girls jumped up joyfully. They
bad envied the senior girls in their Ber-

got twenty-five tickets already. Don't |

sitting up nights, and, besides, she says, lsced about anything. Aim to do about

near |

older girls, and |’

lin work for a little time. The prudent |
directress had always been afraid Lben’
younger ones would spoil it.

“ But I'd rather #poil cross-stitch thas |
some other thiogs," said the minister's |
wife to herself, earnestly, 1

“Oh, aren't these pansies just sweet ”i |

“Oh, look at my lillies I

“ Do let's have some needles and wool
and get to work,” eried half a dozen ni
once. |

“ You haven't given me any pattern,”
said Lilly Ssunders. presently, while the |
rest threaded needles expectantly. |

“ Nor me,” said Sailie, stepping up. |

“ Never mind about the pattern,” sai
Mra. Bell, carelessly. I don't seem to |
see it just this minute. Here is one that |
Carrie Myers did. You oan look at that |
for a pattern.”

“ But, Mrs. Bell,” cried the three !lrh |
in )wrph-x\ly, “there are mistakes in |
hers

“0h, yes! some mistakes, probably.
But it witl bo near enough.”

oS T
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“Wae don't want to copy- mi '
oried Nella Mills. She spoke .huply_
very sharply for a Christian.

“Noo?"

Mrs. Bell drawled out the word |
sweetly. with a rising inflection. There |
was meaning in the steady brows sbe |

hent on Nella, but she said nothing |
beyond that exasperating little mono {
n\llnhln

“Why, of course not ! " they cried |n

chorus. “ What's & pattern for but to
follow ? What makes you talk so funny
—when you're always so strict about

doings things exactly ™"

“Oh, well,” said Mr. Bell, mildly,
“maybe ['ve been a little foo strict. |
don't suppose it's well to be too strait-

a4 near right as other folks—that will do
well enough.”

“ Nice looking sofs cushions we'd have
on that principle! " oried the girls, in
amazement. “ We shouldn't get any 0o

GENERATION A um llil A_IILB!EI I.
DURING THE SUMMER SEASON
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near if we looked at the real, right pat-
tern, but when it comes to followin,
Carrie Myers' work, or anybod olnn

idonl care whose it is, why, Bell,

Lou Jknow yourself we nhouMnl m it
alf as near right as theirs was.”

“ Wall, | alwa}s thought so, oo, girls,
till today,” said Mrs. Bell, frankly,
ing her hands sod looking st
an earnest little way she “But when
I heard you talking over there in the
corner this afternoon "—

“Oh oried Lilly, with dawning intel-
ligence, “ about lotteries "—

“Mrs, Bell” said Carrie, explosively,
“and dancing.”

“We didn't. think,” said all the girls
together.

“1 didn't know but you thought being
& Christian was easier than doing fancy
work 1"

“ You can't get along without looking
at the pattern in crossstitoh " said Nells
thou htfully.

Nor crossbearing either, Nells,” said
Mr- Bell, softly, drawing the flushed
cheek down to hers.

“ Nor cross-bearing either!”
Nells, slowly.

Mrs. Bell went back to her work and
the girls to theirs. This thing was done
in a corner, and the mission circle was no
wiser for the Jittle ohject lesson.

But Nella and Sallie will be better
Christians all their days for learning to
look at Jesus, the true Pattern, instead
of His imperfect followers.—dnna F.
Burnham, in Advance.
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