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luded from her court, As a wife and
hother she set an example to all her peo-
le alike of high and low degree and 1he
acredness which surrounds the marriage
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ther countries is undoubtedly

result of

her noble examgple.
pirit of womanly sympathy which
| times possessed her made Victoria
me visitor alike in castle and“‘in
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home in Frgland and in Scotland
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of a beneficent hand that shall never
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, and given a few ‘more years, and
it might have been written that the life
wnich had aecomplished

so much to-

irds the unification and creation of a
Greater British Empire had heen: round- |
ed off and completed by the creation of af
~ bond of sympathy between the peo-
les of the British Isles.

Many years ago Macaulay wrote ‘hat
“Queen Victoria her

1l a wiser, gentler,

subjects have
happier Eliza-
2 What would the great historian
and essayist have thought had he lived
to behold her completed work? Ascend-
ing the throre a young, inexperienced
girl, when the process of constitutional
exparsion may be fairly be said to. have
merely commenced, during the long per-
iod she has been permitted to reign over
a happy and devoted nation the faet ap-
{ pears to have been ever present in her
| mind that the powers of the crown. are
held in trust for the people, When calied
| upon to take the supreme position in the
:st:no the throne was not by any means
as firmly established as it is to-day.
Making all proper allowance for the wis-
{ dom displayed by her counsellors, it is
| generally admitted that on all matters of
{ state the Queen has had a policy and
;Umz On many momentous occasions and
at critical periods in the history of the
Empire her suggestions have been listen-
| €1 to attentively by her ministers, and
{ have had a far-reaching effect for good
; ¢n the human race, While she has ve- |
doubtedly been the most constitutional
monarch who has ever sat upon the
British throne, it is not that which has
contributed most largely to the firmness
with which she has fixed it for her
The bounds of freedom
tre being widened as the years pass by
and the evolution of the state affairs
would have gone on under any eircum- |
stances. The deep and simple piety of )
tke Queen and her consort, the purity of |
| their lives and, the happy family rela-
t‘onship which was maintained as long 88
Prince Albert lived, and has beem €00
tinued even to this day, when children
and children’s children haye gathered
from far and near to say farewell to one
whose heart has been great enough 10
love them all—these are the gualities
which have conquered the British people,
and which caused the tremor im the|
united voice yesterday as the prayer
» | ascended from all parts of the great Jm-
rire for God to save the Queen. i

As her personal friend and the man of
loftiest thought and the sweetest singer
of her time wrote: x

She wrought her people lastihg good;

Her court was pure, her life serene;
! God gave her peace; her land reposed,
A thousand claims to reverence
In her as Mother, Wife and Queen.
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Queen Victoria . )
jate Duke of Kent and Princess Louisa-
Vietoria of Saxe-Coburg. She was born
at Kensington Palace, May 24th 1839,
Ler parents, who had been travelling
gbroad, having hastened home in order
fat the child might be born a Britoa.

Daughter of the Duke of Kent (.bx.'othet
of William the Fourth), the Princess
wis frained with great care by h_er me-~
ther, the Duke having died soine cighteea
ponths  after her birth, asd she was
w;,»v_\-,\-mL even in childhood, of smgul-a:r
wlf-control and prudence. The details
of her raeantion of the mews of the
King's death have been recorded gra-
phically by Miss Wynn, and thgugh they
have already been reproduced in several
pistories, they will bear repetition. “On
Jme 20th, 1837, shortly after 2 o'dlock,
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Iord Chamberlain (Marquis of Comyng-
pm) left Windsor for Keunsingtoa Palace
_where the Princess Victoria was re-
gling with her mother—to inform Her
Roral Highness of the demise. They
pached Keusington Palace at abeut §
gdock; they knocked, they ramg, they
tmped, for a coasiderable time before |
they could rouse the porter at the gate; |
tey were again kept waiting in the
wurtyard, then turned into ome of the
wer rooms, where they seemed to be
forcotten by everybody. They rang the
pell, and desired that the attendant of
the Princess Vietoria might be sent to
infor: Her Royal Highness that they
requested an aundience on business of im-
prtance.  After another delay and an-
other ringing to inquire the cause, the
sttendant was summonad. The stated
that the Princess was im such a sweet
sleep that she could mot venture to dis-
turb her. Then they said: "Wz are come
to the Queen on business of State, and
even her sleep must give way to that!
It did; and to prove that she did not keep
them waiting, in a few minutes she came
into the room in a loose white nightgown
and shawl, her night-cap thrown off, and
her hair falling upon her shoulders, her

and dignified.” Mr. Irving, in his “An-
nal§ of Our Time,” completes the pic-
ture by stating that the Privy Council
was summoned to meet at Westminster
at 11 o’clock. At that hour the Queen,
with the Duchess of Kent, entered the
Council Chamber, attended by her officers
of State, and took her seat on a throne
erected for the occasion. The Lord
Chancellor administered the usual oath.
The Queen afterwards receivad the oaths
ot her uncles, the Dukes of Cumberland
4 Sussex, Her Majesty, with admir-
shle grace, standing up and rreventing
tha latter from kneeling. Thus it was
that the reign auspiciously opened, the
Queen, by numerous acts of Royal cour-
tesy and tact, winning tha hearts of
connsellors whose experience at such a
period was invaluable to her.

Coronation Day.

It was soon apparent that the old or-
der of thinzs must change, giving place
to #ew, both at Court and in the lives
of the people. The Court of St. James’s
!‘M:um- a model of purity and Christian
influence, for all the nations of Europe
to take pattarn by. This good example
speedily affected society at large. An
era of mental and physical development
set in. Her Majesty was crowned with
great pomp  on Thursday, June 285th,
1838. Greville’s deseription of that long
brgone scene is well worth preservation:
“There never was anything seen like
the state of this town; it ig #s if the
Population had been on a sudden guin-
tupled; the uproar, the confusion, the
orowd, are indescribable. Horsemen.
footmen, carriages squeezed, jammed, in-
termingled; the pavement blocked up
With timbers; hammering and knocking
and falling fragments stunning the ears
and threatening the head; mot a mob
here and there, but the town all mob—
thronging bustling, gaping and gazing at
“}"‘P"l . at anything, at notking; the
Park one vast encampment, wirh ban-
ners floating on  the tops of the tents,
ind still the roads are covered and the
railroads are Joaded with arriving multi-
tudes. From one end of the route of the
Royal procession to the other, from the
top of Piccadilly to Westminster ‘Abbey,
there is a vast line of seaffolding; the
hoise, the movement, and the restless-
nesg ﬂ}‘o- incessant and universal; in
:.h"”- it is very curious, but uncommonly
‘INN”".’,“' and the sorner it is over the
l“’”"r. On the sume authority we
€arn that “The Coronation went off very
s The day was fine, without heat
ﬂ"} rain—the innumerable multitude which
ﬁ""“:’vjl the streets orderly and satis-
}:11. The appaarance of the Abbey was
th-umru!. particularly the benches of
¢ Deeresses, who were blazing with
diamonds, The Queen looked very dim-
Mitive, and the effect of the procession
8elf was spoilt by being too crowded.
here was not space enough between the

?"““:1 and the Lords_and others going
(}';vf""“ her. The Bishop of London
lomfield) preached a very good ser-

Mon.”  Thare were one or two hitches

;‘n the ceremony, due. to imperfect re-
e rsal. Lord John Thynne, who offi-
t"""‘[ for -he Dean of Westminster,
ld Greville that nobody knew what
Was going to be done except the<Arch .
ti-op and himselt, Lord Willonebby and
e Duke of Wellington. With: this
State of affairs there was naturally a
B00d deal of diffienity: at the .critical
moments, The Cueen said to Lord John
a yone: “Pray tell me what I am to do,
or they don’t know’; and at the end,

said; “it is very heavy.”

fhe Scene at Kensington Palace
When Princess Alexandrina

Victoria Was Informed of

Her Uncle's Death.

is the only child of the ; said to hin: “What am I to do with it?” | way threatened to interfere with <he

“Your Majesty is to carry it, if yom
pleasa, in your hand.” *“Am I?7’ she!
The ruby ring
was made for her little finger instead
of the fourth, on which the rubric pre-
scribes that it should be put. - When the !

Archbishop was to put it on she extend- 1

ed the former, but he said it must be |
on the latter. She said it was too small,
and she could mot get it on. He said |
it was right to put it there, and as he!
insisted she yielded, and had first to|
take off her other rings, and then this |
was forced on. But it hurt her very
much, and as soon as the ceremony was !
over she was obliged to bathe her finger
in iced water in order to get it off.

The Royal Bethrothzl.

There are many occasions upon which
the heart of the nation has go.e out to
the Queen to share her gladness and her
sorrow, but there were three events in
her life when this spontanous sympa-
thetic uuion between Sovereign and.peo-
ple was more distinctly marked than
usual. The first was at her marriage.
the second at her widowhood, the third
at the great national festivity which

i all for good.

celebrated her sixty years of Sovereignty.
The Queen’s betrothal was one of those
incidents which never fail to arouse the
warm sympathies of an impressionable
people. The union between her and
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, the sec-

a family dream. Tke Prince came
England in October, 1839. The Queen
danced with him, gave him flowers and
proposed to him, The Prince has told
the story in his own way. "‘The Queen
sent for me alone to her room a few
days ago, and declavred to me, in a
genume outburst of love and affection,

would make her intensely happy if I
would make the sacrifice of sharing her
life with her, for she said she looked
on it as a saerifice. The only thing that
troubled her was that she did not think
she was ‘worthy of me. The joyous
openness of manner irn which she told
me this quite enchanted me, and I
was quite carried away by 3. She is
really most goed and amiable, aud I am
quite sure Heaven has net givem me in-
to evil nands, and that we shall be happy
together. Since that moment Victoria
does whataver she fancies I should wish
or like, and we talk together a great
deal about our future life, which she
promises me t¢ make as happy as possi-
ble.”
The Queen’s Marriage.

The betrothal took place on October
19th, 1839. A fortnight afterwards
there was a Royal review in Windsor
Park, and the Queen thus described it
in her diary: “I set off in my Windsor
uniform and cap on my old charger ‘Leo-
pold,” with my beloved Albert, looking so
handsome in his uniform, on my right.
5 I rode alone down the ranks, and
then took my place, as usual, with dear-
est Albert on my right. . . . It was
piercingly cold, and I had my cape on,
which dearest Albert settled comfortably

for me.” Announcing the event to
Baron Stockmar, the Prince wrote on
November 6th: - “An individuality, a

the love, and the confidence of the Queen
and of the nation, must be the keystone
of my pesition.” On January 16th, 1840,
the Queen drove in State to the House
of Lords to open Parliament, and to
make a formal announcement of her in-
tended marriage. In the following
week Prince ‘Albert was made a natural-
ized subject; then eame a sharp discus-
sion on the proposal to grant him an al-
lowance of £50,000. An amendment,
propos=d by Colonel Sibthorpe, reducing
the sum to £30,000, was carried by 2562
votes to 158. By patent from the Queen
Prince Albert received the title of “His
Royal Highness” on the day he embark-
ed at Calais. He was very sick on the
way, but revived on ‘meeting with a
hearty reception. Next day he reached
Buckingham Palace.  On the Sunday
fcllowing the Archbishop of Canterbury
dired with the Royal party; and in the
course of his visit asked the Queen
whether—she being above all other per-
scnages in the realm, and her word a
command to any person whatsoever--it
would not be desirable to omit the word
“obey” from the marriage service, “My
icrd,” was her answer, ‘“omit nothing.
I wish to be married as a woman, and
not as a Queen.”” And married as a
woman she was.

Impressions of the Prince.

Perhaps it may be well here to sum-
marize what there is to say. about Prince
Albert. No better picture has been
drawn of the Queen’s choice than that
limned by the sympathetic pen of Mr.
Justin McCarthy: “Prince Albert was
a young man to win the heart of auy
girl. He was singularly liandseme,
graceful, and gifted. In Princes, as
we know, a small measure of beauty
and accomplishments suffices to throw
courtiers and Court ladies into traps-
ports of admiration; but had Prince
Albert been the son of a farmer, or a
butler, he must have been admired for
his' singular personal attractions, He
seems to have had from his youth an
all-pervading sense of duty.- 8¢ far as
we can judge, he was absolutely free
from the ordinary follies; not to-say sins,
of youth. He gave up every habit, how-
ever familiar and dear, every predilec-

When the orb was put into her hand, she
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tion, no matter how sweet, that in any
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i pitals, and the routine of State business,
{ of which the Queen was a faithful ob-
ond son of her mother’s brother, had been | server.
to !

that I had gaiced her whole heart, :md1

steadfast performance he had assigned
himself.,” He did much for England.
He succeeded in abolishing duelling in
the army. The Great Exhibition cf
1851, which has been so widely imitated
down to the present times by all nations,
was due entirely to his initiative. He
exercised a profound influence wupon
State matters, and did much to form the
inexperienced mind of the Queen; aud
The wedded pair lived to-
gether for twenty-two years, and had
nine children. Their domestic life was
touchingly simple. It was divided be-
tween the four residences of Bucking-
ham Palace, Windsor Castle, Osborne
and Balmoral, the building of which was
one of the chief private delights of the
young couple. At Balmoral the home
life was exceedingly natural, and charm-
irgly simple. “The Queen,” says Mr.
Greville, “running in and out of the
house all the day, goes into the cottages
and chats with the old women.” 'rhe

Queen’s own diaries complete the pic- |

ture of this cheery existence, broken by
State psgeants, visits to or from Con-
tinental petentates like Louis Philippe,
Czar Nicholas, or Napoleon TII, naval
reviews at Spithead, yachting trips, in-
spections of soldiers and children’s hos-

Her First Sorrow.

But the Queen’s happiness wis too
complete to last. In December, 1861,
Prince Albert manifested symptoms of
low fever, The people did not appear
to think the illness dangerous, Perhaps,
had he taken the advice of his physici-
ans earlier, the Prince might have pulled
through. At midnight of Saturday, De-
cember 14th, the great bell of St. Paul’'s
began to toll announcing the: Queen’s
bereavement, the Prince having died at
ten minutes to eleven o’clock. He Ma-
jesty had already had some prevision of
the end. Omn the Sunday preceding the

veneration for his maternal grandmotuer
than for his mother, and this feeling is
said to have been the antidote to several
ugly disputes between England and Ger-
many which might have led to war. In
1862 the Princess 'Alice married Lud-
wig IV, of Hesse. This charming Prin-
cess and woman died in 1874 on the an-
niversary of her father’s death. “It was
a death that justified a blessed life,” the
Queen said. In 1863 the Prince of Wales
brought back his bride from Denmark,
the Princess Alexandra, eldest daughter
of Charles IX, .of Denmark, and she
speedily attained a place in the hearts
of the British people second only to that
held by the Queen herself. In 1866
Princess Helena married Prince Chris-
tian, and in March, 1871, the Princess
Louise espoused the Marquis of Lorne.
It was in the last-named year that the
Prince of Wales was seized with typhoid
fever, and his illness-was for a time very
critical. But, thanks to a good consti-
tution, and the special attentions of Sir
William Gull, he pnlled through. At
last, on December 14th, the anniversary
cf the death of the Prince Consort, the
joyful news was flashed all over the
country that the crisis was past and the
Prince would live. * On the 26th the
Queen wrote a Letter of Thanks to the
Nation for its sympathy, and as soon as
the Prince was well enough a solemn
thanksgiving service took place at St.
Paul’s, attended by the Queen, the
Prince, and the rest of the Royal Family.
The enthusiasm ‘was tremendous; all
London was illminated, and the feel-
ings of loyal rejoicing were universal
throughout the cotintry.
Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, married the
Grand Duchess Marie of Russia. In
1884 Prince Leopold, Duke of Albany,
died. In 1892 the Duke of Clarence died
of the same malady, which had attacked
| kis father, and had carried off his grand-
father. In the letter the Queen wiote
to the Nation she said she “loved him as
a son.” July 6th, 1893, saw the wedding
of the Duke of York and the Princess
May. In 1895, Prince Henry of Bat-
tenburg (who had married the Princess
Beeatrice in 1885), volunteered to accom-
pany the expeditibny to Ashanti. There
was no fighting but the Prince caught
African fever and died at sea in Janu-
ary, 1896. The Queen described hers:If
as “deeply affected on seeing her beloved
daughter’s happy life crushed, and in los-
ing a most amiablg and devoted son-in-
law, to whom she was much attached.”

Public! Functions,

After the deathi:of her husband the
Queen retired foy a time from pubuc
life, and though she readily performed
duties which she thought wouid benent
her people, she wias never seen abroad
8o much as heretpfore. dn May, 18363,
the Queen visited|Netley Military Hos-
pital, the foundatien stones of which
had been laid by herself and Prince Al-

Prindd’s death the Queen was at church,
when suddenly, as she tells us,'a previs-
ion of what was about to happen came
upon her, and in that agony of haunting

character, which shall win the respect, '

fear she heard scarcely a word of the|
preached by Charles

hopeful sermon,
Kingsley. At home the Princess Alice
sat playing and singing hymmns to her
dying father, who on that memorable

| afternoon said to her: “I have such sweet
| thoughts, my dear.”

On the next Satur-
day, Deceémber 14th, 1861, at eleven
C’clock at night, the end came. “Dear
little wife,”” were the Prince Consort's
last words in German, as he lovingly
kissed the Queen and laid his weary
head upon her shoulder. ‘’Tis your own
little wife,” whispered the weeping

. Queen; a faint movement of the head
' showing that she was heard.

Then the
Prince, half dozing, quietly sank to rest,

i the Queen kneeling by the bed holding
! his left hand in hers. The Queen’s grief

To the.Rev. Norman Mic-
leod she gaid: “All seems dead to me,
but I will not shrink from duty. I have
had God’s teaching since my mother's
death, and 18arnt to bear all He lays
upon me.” It was in this spirit she
wrote to the Duchess of Sutherland, who
| had presented a beautiful -Bible frem
{ “many widows.” - “Pray express te all
! these sister widows the deep and heart-
felt gratitude of their widowed Queen.
That our Heavenly Father may

was acute.

solatior. and support is their broken-
hearted Queen’s earnest prayer.”
news Of the Hartley colliery accident,
which buried alive two ‘hundred and
i fifty men, roused the Queen in measure
| more than anything else in the eatly
period of her sorrow. With a subscrip-
tion of £200, she sent, “as a widow and
a mother, to widows and mothers” her
“tenderest sympathy,” her “own misery”
enabling her to thoroughly appreciate
their terrible bereavements. . This sym-
i pathy of Her Majesty with sorrow re-
calls a story of her kindness to the poor
and suffering in the neighborhood of
Osborne, A clergyman calling upon a
bed-ridden widow, a parishoner, found
by her bedside a lady in deep mourning,
reading. He would have retired, hut
the stayed him, saying: “No, no; do
not go. .I cauld not wish the invalid to
lose the comfort a clergyman can afford.”
The lady then departed, and the clergy-
man, taking up the book she had left,
found it to consist of suitable selections
of Scriptures for the sick, and also dis-
covered that its owner and reader was
Queen Victoria.

Family Life, "

Within a few years of her marriage
the Queen was immersed in motherly
questions regarding the education and
| future of her children. For their train-
ing she took as a model the system pur-
sued by her own mother. The Princes
and Princesses were taught t6 be re-
fined and obedient children first of all.
It was in 1858 that the Queen’s domes-
tic life was first broken into by the mar-
riage of the Princess Victoria, her eld-
est daughter, to Frederick William, eid-
est son of the German Emperor, who died
‘of cancer soon after he ascended the
“Throne. ' The Princess Vietoria took
with her to Germany many British cus-
toms and ideas, which were mnot quite
favorably received. Her eldest ‘son,

impart to ‘many widows’ sources of con- |

The |

William 11, appeared to have had more |

bert seven years:Before.  The corridors
i of the hospital aré g quarter of a mile
!long, and after shé had passed through
cne the Queen wak asked whether she
would not spare herself the fatigue.of
going through thd-second. . “No,” was
the reply. “The poor men would be dis-
appointed if I did“not go to see them.”
In October of the same year the Queen,
travelled in Belgium and Germany, and
soon afterwards sHé unveiled a statue of

second public appedrarce was in March.
1864, when she vikited the flower show
at the Royal Horti¢ultural Society’s gar-
| dens at Kensingtén. Next spring she
| inspected the Brompton Consumption
Hospital, and in 1866 she opened Par-
liament in person, But Her Majesty did
ot wear her State'robes, contenting her-
self with having them laid across the
throne. The sam(rf] year she unveiled a
statue of the Prince Consort at Wolver-
hampton. Another Royal day occurred
in London in May, 1876, when the Queen
laid the foundation stone of the Albert
Hall, and twelve months later she laid
the foundation stone of St. Thomas’s
Hospital. The death of Princess Alice
in 1878 and of Prince Leopold in 1884
deepened her sorrow at her earlier be-
reavement, and arnperiod of retirement
followed each death. T'wo years after-
wards she made a renewed effort to serve
her people by the performance of public
i functions, and appeared amongst them
i much more frequenitly than she had done
in previous years. 'Her Majesty opened
the Colonial Exhibition in May, 1886
then the Liverpool Exhibition, and finish-
ed bv a visit to BEdinburgh, and an in-
spection of the Oraigmillar Institution
for the Blind. Inrthe Jubilee year Her
Majesty opened the People’s Palace in
the East End of Liondon, and by many
other kindly de2ds showed her hearty
sympathy with the; people.
7’

The Jubilee of 1887.

The two Jubilee; celebrations—the fif-
, tieth year of her reign in 1837 and the
| Diamond Jubilee, or sixtieth year, in
| ¥897—were the two principal occasions
upon which the Queen celebrated land-
marks in her history, among and with
the help of her people The Jubilee fes-
tivities of 1887 may be said to have been
a grand dress rehearsal for the more
magnificent function destined to take
place ten years later. The rejoicings are
no doubt still fresh in the minds of all
adults still living.- In every hamlet and
village, as well ag in every town, rich
and poor joined in festivities and ex-
pressed their thankfulness at having
such a ruler. Many permanent memo-
rials were obtained, including the costly
Imperial Institute, .and one magnificent
result of the Jubilee offering made to the
Queen in all parts of the world was the
establishment of a Nurses Fund, for the
purpose of obtaining a large body of
qualified nurses who might be sent to
the homes of the,poor and afilicted in
times of sickness.. A grand review of
the British Navy was held in honor of
the occasion. The-Emperor William of
Germany and other princes and crowned
heads attended the review, and appeared
much jmpressed by the splendor and
strength of the Queen’s first line of de-
fenge. The firstdunbilee was noteworthy
too for bringing -the Colonies ecloser to
the mother country. Their loyalty and
devotion to the Queen on this occasion
showed that they were bound by some-
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In 1874 Prince '

the Prince Consort at Aberdeen. Her

thing stronger tha nmaterial, something |

Her Coronation and Marriage With
Prince Albert--Rejoicing Through-

out the Empire at Time of

Diamond Jubilee,

more potent than treaties—the common
and much beloyed woman.

The Diamond Jubilee.

The day of the Diegmond Jublice was
great and unique in the history, of the
nation. It was a national act of hom-
age. It was not ouly those who are
proud to own aliegiance to the British
Crown who celebrated the occasion.
From friends across the Channel, from
Russia,. from Germany, from Austria,
from Italy, from kith and kin across the
Atlantic, came the echoes of rejoicings.
In fact, the whole of the civilized word
sent to London  congratulations
wishes for a prolonged and happy - life
for the lady who had then presided over

the destinies of Ler country for sixty |

years, who had watched the stirring
events of the century, and who bhad,
played so conspicuous a part in history
London was crammed to excess. The
scene in St. Paul’s churchyard when the

Queen went to offer a public thanksgiv-
ing for her long reign baflles description. |

The sightseers came fiom every nation;
there were soldiers and  sailors from
all the world: the clergy came from
every clime. Here in the quiet and cool
cisles of the Cathedral, the various cler-
ical processions were formed. From nine
till eleven it took to marshal these im-
portant elements of the pageant, and
shortly after the clock had ehimed the
hour the processions marched out. Al
the clergy wore their vestments, and the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York
were arrayed in rich robes of state,
adorned with some of the priceless lace
which has been handed down ‘from pre-
| late to prelate for many generations.
| When they had assembled on the Cathe-
{ dral steps they had on their left the
. representatives of all the great Non-
comformist sects of the British Empire.
including a representative of the Salva-
tion Army, with his flaming red jersey
and gold letters. No words can describe
the reception that Her Majesty had as
| she ecame into the enclosure, and her
| splendid creams, with their brapnd new
tr ings, were halted. igst 8 foat,
} nfggl?e‘»ngtep& where the ? APehbishop
| had been patiently waiting for half an

hour.
“My Beloved People.”
The service was a most impressive
! one—expressive of -a nation’s gratitude

| for the prolongation of a noble fife. Di-,

rectly Her Majesty’s carriage stopped
the great choir commerced the Te Deum
Laudamus, the music of which was comi-'
posed by Dr. Martin, organist of St.
Paul’s. = Many of the foreign princes
saluted while this magnificent composi-
tion was being perfcimed, and several
of the royal ladies occupying carriages
on the south side stood up. while the
little Princes stood bareheaded. 'The
special prayer followed, and the clear
voice of the Archbishop rang out across
the churchyard, and even up in.the perch
so near 1o the dome of St. Paul’'s, The
Queen had lowered her white silk par-
asol while the prayer was being recited,
and the sunlight played across her fea-
| tures and fell in bright showers over the
| ground around the carriage, The Princess
I of Wales opened the royal parasol again
as the benediction was being pronounced,
and, as the Archbisbop spoke the last
word, the choir com'menced, and the
spectators took up with spontaneity, the
hymn, “All people that on  earth do
dwell.” A wild scene followed. From
Lousetops, from the grand stands, from

stately Archbishops tbemselves), there
cams three hearty cheers, gollowed by
three more as the fore'gn Princes moved

Prince of Wales moved up to his
mother’s side and sat with his marshal’s
i baton touching his hat at the salute
At this moment it was a scene which no

can ever depict. Only those who were
privileged to witness it can dream of all
the magnificence of the picture. Several
dignitaries of the church were duly pre-
sented to Her Majesty, and the caval-
cade of princes having been formed once
more, the Queen went on Her

cheering.
week dlosed—they included a grand oper-
atic performance, a royal ball, a royal
dinner-party, a grand review, and num-
berless smaller public functions, at
which the Queen appeared—Her Majesty
issned a touching Message of Thanks to
the British people, in which she said:
“From my heart I thank my Beloved
Peoplp.” The nation was no less touch-
ed to know that in the great week of
her apotheosis the Queen found time to
visit the tomb of her husband. These
pilgrimages to the spot where his dust
was laid were very regular in the latter
part of the Queen’s life. In the year of
her Diamond Jubilee, on the anniversary
of the Prince Consort's death, she re-
quested also the attendance of all her
children then living, and few were ab-
sent, Her Majesty always stryve to
keep up the 1dea of union, which is so
powerful an influence for good in Brit-
ish domestic life, and to her eredit it mnay
be said that she succeeded admirably.

Rural Pursuits.

Though so wise a ruler, the Queén
loved domestizily more than royal pow-
er. She displayed it constantly in her
lite’'s acts. Her tastes were homely,
almost rural, as it were, Perhaps much
of her success as a Soversign Wwas due
to the motherly way in which she ruled.
She imported into public life the clean,
sweet atmosphere of home life. In her

and |

the Cathedral steps (aye, even from the *

again into order of procession, and the .

pen can describe and no artist’s brush |

way |
through the multitude amid hurricanes of |
Before the festivities of the

later years the Queen used tc take
strong interest in the rearing of fat
stock. At 21l the larger agricultural
shows she was represented year by year.
Not only dil Her Majesty inspoet the
prize stock before it left for the show,
but she took a personal interest in the
selection of beasts to be offered for sale.
The Queen was perhaps not so keen an
agriculturist as her ancestor, “Farmer
George,” whose favorite fare was the
rustic dish, boiled mutton and turnips,
but it was related by a Berkshire farmer,
" who was formerly a farm steward in
the Royal service, that in conversation
Her Majesty showed quite an abnormal
knowledge of the mysteries of farming
and cattle raising. She entered whole-
heartedly into rural pursuits. She was
essentially ' conservative in her attitude
towards new inventions, especially when
they had regard to new means of loco-
motion. For a long time she abhorred
the railway. When motor cars came in
she would not have them in her private
grounds. Once it was reported that a
{ motor car was to be provided at Her
Majesty’s expense for the amusement of
the ladies and gentlemen of the Court,
" but the Queen quickly denied it. One
of the leading motor car companies off-
; ered to present Her Majesty with an
autocar de luxe as a Jubilee offering. but
the gift was declined. In accordance
with her usunal conservative attitude to-
wards inanovations, the Qwe-n resisted all
attempts to persuade her to take a ride
in one of tha new vehicles. although the
Prince of Wales was anxijus that she
1 should do so.

A Patron of the Arts.

This conservatism was visible too in
| rezard to literature. She preferred the
i old authore, or rather the authors - who
were making their fame in the first half
{ of hor veign—Dickerns. Thackeray, Geo.
| Eliot, the Bronles apd Tennysen. The
{ Queen acceptal dosens of volumes yearly
{ from new and pushing anthors, but it is
i doubtful whether she ever read them.
, She had a taste -for literature herself,
{and wrote woinanly acconnts of her vari-
{ous tours .nd Ner daily life. When
ivoung she spent hours in the Lbriry at

cand from 1859 to 1863,

"“'indsor, which is still ene of the most |

nteresting rooms in the kingdom, There,
among hundreds of other hooks, is the
precious volmume of Spencer's “Faerie
Oheen,” which Queen Elizabeth had por-
ed @ver many a time and oft. And
there, too, may be found the wonderful
collection of prints and photographs of
Raffaelle’s  paintings. put together by
Prince Albert. The Queen, once such a
! frequent visitor, was in later life never
seen in the litrary, as owing to the
wenkness of her knees, she became un-
able to ascend the steps and pass through
the passages which lead theve from her
own apariments. All devotees of art
in oll its phares, however found in the
Queen a kindly patron. Painters, poets,

sculptors, musicians, vocalists, dramat-
ists, actors, all found a welcome at
Court. She was an unfailing patron of

the theatre. Pefore the death of Prince
Albert she used to attend the theatres in
state very frequenily, but after the sad
event which clouded her l'fe she for-
sook personal entertainment for a time,
and in later years invited the principal
companies to play at her various resi-
dences. The Queen was the first Brit-
ish Mcnarch to recognize the profession
- unreservedly, ner appraciation of this
form of art culminating in the knight-
 hood bestowed upon one of the greatest
of its exponents—Sir Henry Irvirg. At
one time the Qucen had quite & fancy for
| keeping the portraits of actors. But the
greatest photyzraph collector in the
| country at that time was the Princess
Henry of Batterberg. -She had over
cight hundred photographs placed about
her various rooms. and thounsands safely
stowed away. Her Roval Highness
when quite a small child was «n aesidu-
ous collector of photographs, The Queen
was always remarkably thoughtfu!, also,
when ‘languishing home indusiries re-
quired encourigement. Qe case alone
will serve as an illustration, For the
purpose of encouraging the wcmen in
the district of Balmoral to keep up «pin-
ning, the Que2n gave her commissioner
{orders to buy up a number of small
spinnicg-wheels, and she gave these to
| different cottages, buying the produce
| afterwards. Her Majasty at one time
was very fond of spinniag, and spun a
{ good deal. Later, however, through fre-
i quent, attacks of i1heumatism, she was,
; unable to work the treadle. On account
of =0 much oil being used in preparing
, wool for spinning. the Que2n preferred
| to spin flax.

|
| The Queen as Governor.

‘ In all her public life the Queen ever
| acted constitutionally. When she came
te the Threne the race of self-seeking,
ambitious monarchs passed away. She
ruled according to law, and within the
lanw—exercising, nevertheless, a consider-
able and never to be underrated influence
over her Prime Ministers. Much as she
disliked and feared the Home Rule pro-
jects of Mr. Gladstore, she did nothing
to prevent the measure being fairly judg-
ed by her people, although she did not
Lesitate to express her strong dislike to
the measnre to intimate private friends
snch.as Lord Tennyson. No review of
Her Majesty’s reign would be complete
without a reference to the individuality
of the Ministers who held the first office
of State. I.ord Melbourne was Premier
of a Wig Government when the young
Queen was called to her exalted posi-
tion, and there can be no question that
he proved a very valuable counsellor and
‘discreet advigser. On the news of his
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death, Her Majesty wrote: “Truly and
sincerely do I deplore the loss of one
who was a most kind and disinterested
friend of mine, and most sincerely at-
tached to mie.” Lord Melbourne was not
a man of great intelleetual powers, but
he had strong common sense, a wide
knowledge of the world, and tact and
graciousness which enabled him to shine
in society and make many friends. Sir
Robert Peel, who was leader of the Con-
cervative party at this time, is generally
held by historians to have been the most
powerful man in the House of Commons
at this period. His ability most assert-
ed itgelf as a financier. He made per-
manent the income-tax, which had for
a short time been jmposed by Pitt, and
by the aid of this source of revenue he
made beneficial changes in the burden of
taxation. He reorganized the police
force; the new constabulary for a long
time bore the nickname of “peclers.”” But
he will be rémeémbered longest for his
conversion to the principles of free trade,
and the sacrific:s he made to csiry the

measure for the repeal of the Corn
Laws. He was Premier from 1842 to

1843. Lord John Russell (-flerwards
Barl Russell), who was leader of the
Whig party in the Fouse of Commons
at the beginning of the Queen’s reign,
and became the head of the party in
succession to Lord Melbourte, was ad-
mitt:dly not an orator, but he was a
keen debater,with a strength of argument
that was very effective. He supported
(Catholic emancipation and tha repcal of
the ‘Corn Laws, and his name will also
be aszociated with the repeal of the Test
and Corporation Aects, and the reform of
municipal corporations. /He was Premier
from 1847 to 1852, and in i866. The
Earl of Derby, who was styled by Bal- -
wer Lytton “the Rupert of debate,” sue-
ceeded Sir Robert Peel in the leadership
of the Conservative party. Lord.Aber-
deen, who wis Prime Minister of a
Coalition Ministry of Whigs and Peelites,
neld the chief office of State for oumly
two years—1853 and 1854. ILord Pal-
merston was Premier from 1855 to 1838,
He was first
returned to Parliament as a Conserva-
tive, figured in the Coalition Ministry,
and ultimately became head of the Whig
party. His character has been deserib-
ed as “strennous, self-assertive,” and he
was peculiarly strong in foreign pelitics,
having studied them as no statesman of

@

}‘i_s time had done, and strengthened
Eimself by proficiency in foreign lan-
guages. Of Disraeli, Gladstone, Rose-

bery and Salisbury there is no occasion
to speak here. Their names are house-
hold words. To all these loyal servants
the Queen gave loyal aid. Their bene-
ficent and humanitarian aims might have
beer: checked had it not been for Her
Majesty’'s ready help at time of need.

Influence in Europe.

_Quee‘n Victoria had a womanly aver-
sion to war, and often restrained her
more aggressive Minmisters, notably Pal-
merston. She also usefully exercised her
upique knowledge of the current diplo-
macy of the world to prevent Bismarck
creating another war with France in
1875. She knew that ‘“the man of
blood and iron” had all his plans ready,
but the Queen-rendered them abhortive
by appealing, as a relative and a woman,
to the old Emperor, who decided in favor
of peace. Yet, with all her aversion from
warfare, it was the Queen’s lot to rule
a nation constantly at war. Hardly a
year passed in her reign when she did
not send a comforting message to the
s<_)Idiqrs and sailors battling for the Em-
pire in some part of the world. The
first great war was in the Crimea, which,
after a long diplomatic campaign, began
in 1854, when a ecombined British and

French force, under Lord Raglan and
Marshal St Arnaud, invaded the
Crimea, to reduce  Sebastopol, whose

harbor had been barred by the sinking
of the Russian Black Sea fleet. The
war cost us the lives of nearly twenty
thousand men and seventy millions of
monay. Mr. John Bright called it a
madner. The Queen, who took a deep
interest in the privations of her scldiers
and the Roebuck inguiry, efterwards
pinned medals on the breasts of the re-
turned heroes with tears in her eyes. In
1865 there was a second war with China
over the seizure of the Arrow, and we
obtained more concessions. The same
year there was a short war with Persia.
The Indian Mutiny

In 1857 came the Indian Mutiny, with
all its horrors. The Queen was heart-
broken. “I cannet eat or sleep well for
the thoughts that rise of the sufferings
recounted.” It is a long story of pain
end heroism. Familiar to us all are the
exploits of Colin Campbell and Havelack.
In March, 1858, the mutiny was quelled,
and the same year an act was passed
transferring the governmeant of India to
the Crown, 1nd the East Indian Com-
pany ceased to exist. Thare came fur-
ther trouble in Afghanistan, caused by
forciug an envoy on the Ameer and the
quest for “a scientific frontier.” 1t was
finally closed by General Roberfs’s fam-
ous march to the relief of Candahar. At
the same period the Zula war was in pro-
gress in South Africa, the noteworthy
features of the campaign being the dis-
asters of Isandula and Rorke’s Drift,
and the death of the Prince Imperial.
In her diary the Queen tells ns how she
received the latter news. “I put my
hands to my head and cried out: ‘*No,
no. it cannot—eannot’be true! ‘Tt ecan’t
be! and then dear Beatrice. who was
erying very much, gave me the telegram.

(Continued on page 7.)




