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B F. KETH, VAUDEVLLE
KNG, DES SUDDENY

U‘rops Dead in Hotel
ln~Brookllme', '
T Mass

HE WAS 67 YEARS OLD

+ farried, For Second Time, Only
¢ #Few Months Ago—Had Built
up Wonderful Business—W. H

. Golding's Tnbute ; i

(c.n;aa.n Press)

Palm Beach, Fla., March 27—B. F;
Keith, of Brookline, Mass., vaudeville
magnate, dropped dead of heart troublé |
in his hotel here last nudmght.

Mr.. Keith was sixty-seven years of|
age. Apparently he had been in the|
‘best of health. Mrs, Keith, and Paul
Keith, his son, were with him.

The body will be taken to Boston to-
morrow. Mr. Keith was married to
Mlu Ethel Bird Chase in Washington,

C., on October 29, last. They were
s;-ending the winter here.

Mr. Keith was understood to be many
times a millionaire.

The death of Benjamin Franklin
Keith, while not unexpected by those in
his intinfate circle, removes the most
conspicuous figure in the entertainment
world in America in more than a quart-

tury.: As father of variety shows
and leader in. the uplift in public
entertainment of this kind, he has mold-
ed a class.of amusement which will go
down in history as & monument to his
high standards. From' a humble begin-
ning as a show-man of freaks to the
emperor of vaudeville, Mr. Keith leaves
numerous magnificent theatres, scores of
affiliated houses and a business connec-
tion not ed to two continents. His
son and only c¢hild, A. Paul Keith, who
has been with his father for some weeks

¥ 4

in Florida, it is expected, will now be-

Wm‘.‘?ﬂw con- | delinguen

‘rangements of i
cern’ will inot be mnten-lly changed.

Speaking of the death of 'Mr. Keith,
Walter H. Golding, manager ?l Thc Im-
perial here, said today:— -/

“Ome of the outside chaméwnsﬁcs of
the Keith system of 'vbuslncss, a char-
acteristic inculeated by the late head of
‘he cohcern, is what 1s known as  the
“Teith Joyalty” on the part of cmployes.
great and small. Emanating from' B. F.
himself, a spirit of workfellowship has
been ever present down through  the
ranks and with fair and’ considerate
treatment, an' equitable scale of wages,
ample safeguards thrown around those
in responsible positions, the business has
been one grand success for which Mr:
Keith has—-always given full credit to
‘his employcs He was always ready to
accept suggestions, even from lesser
lights in the employ, and generously re-
warded  conspicuous werth. -Because 'of
ons, every Keith
worker was willi the saying goes,
to “lay awake hts” scheming ideas

for the morrow’s labor.

McBRIDE TO LONDON?

pleasant co!

Western Politician Says He Has|

Commmmeulup

Victoria, B. C. ,March 27—A prominent
politician says Sir Richard McBride has
been appointed as the high commissioner
for Canade in London and that Sir
Richard had attended his last session of
the provincial legislature.

NO NEWS, SAYS POLICE.

Police headquarters officials would say
nothing today about a trunk which De-
tective Killen has brought to the station
JeAt night from the corner of Peel and
Union streets. They would not say who
owned* it, why it was taken to head-
quarters or what it contained, but it is
said that there was nothmg of public in-

WEATHER
BULLETIN

Phelix ana
Pherdinanc

Issued by author-

fty of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
, Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meterological  ser-
vice.

A disturbance which was just west of
the Mississippi yesterday has almost dis-
asppeared and the western area of high
pressure has spread eastward and south-
ward over the Great Lakes bringing
northerly winds and a slight fall in tem-
pe-aturc Rain has 'been pretty general
in ‘southérn Ontario. The temperature
continues below zero in the western

provinces.
A Little Colder.

Maritime—-Moderate winds, cloudy
with a few scattered showers; Saturday
northerly winds and somewhat colder.

Washington, D. C., March 27—New
Fagland fm-crasts—-C]nudy tonight and
Saturday; probably rain. Colder Satur-
day and in Massachusetts tonight: mod-
erate variable winds.

wusons Plaa

Preudent "E Appeal ln Pan-ma
oﬂs Mqttqr '

A MSTIBN OF PUUBY

Looks at’ it From Shndpomt of
Relations With Other Powers

Obhgamm 4
el
(Canadian Press.):

?lqgt D. C., March 27—?&&
dant» ilson made a strong statement. to-

day in support of the tration’s
position on the Panama Canal tolls ex-
‘emption
e based -his.plea /for repeal on the ex-
ricies of the administration’s foreign
relations and without oonaideratxm of
any treaty obllgahons
+ The presideiaconsiders that the issue
ough-t to be
out considering in any way i previous
stand, betause new elements have beéen
maected into ‘the situation, which gur-
pass in importance and gravity those’ up-
on ‘which the question hinged before
Co! previously passed on it. -
embers of congress, the pnsiden‘
believes, ought to align themselves not
according to ‘their interpretations of the
Hay-Pauncefote treaty, but according to
their desire to support or endanger the
foreign policy of the government. :
In connection with this statement, the
president asgerted his confidence that re-
‘peal “will be passed by congress, and
the hands of the administration strength-
ened in its dcallny with foreign goverr-

ments,
'pdminlatra—
effort * to

i

{

Administration and anti-
tion forces, put forth every':
gain the- ndvantage in the opening round
of the fight in the house over the bill,

of lg :l which says_that the pollce
are at lut in touch with a series of pet-
ty thefts which have been going on since

before last Christmas. The pilferers in
each case were a band of small girls.
Entering various stores, amongst others
those of Miss Hattie Tweedie, Wool-
worth’s Departmental store, ‘and J. D.
Creaghan Co’s, they watched for a
Chance - and picked up. goods off  the
counters. ' Little articles such- a$ rib-|
bons, bracelets, ete., were amongst those
taken, but' it fs believed that more was
pilfered. The little ones are of respect-
able families, it is said, and are of tender
 years.

SECOND: READING FOR- BILL
FORBIODING PUBLIGATION.
OF CRIMINALS PICTURES

Ottawa, Ont., March 27—Second read-
ing was given in the senate yesterday to
Senator Choquette’s bill which wounld
make it a criminal ‘offence to publish
portraits of criminals or persons -
of crime. :

The vote was 22 to 18. It is under-
stood further consideration will be glven
the measure after Easter. i

s PROBATE COURT.

In the Probate Court today the will
of James McDonald, *master mechanic,
was proved, He glvea all his estate to
his wife, Annie McDonald, and, nomin-
ates her as executrix. There is no real
estate, personal estate including a lease-
hold in West End, $8,000. John A. Barry
is proctor. \

The will of Robena Jackson, who died
on March 1, 1914, widow of Andrew
Jackson, who died in Hampton in 1878,
was, proved, ' She gives all her property
to her children in equal sharés and no-
minates her son, George Jackson, of
Pucblo, Colorado, as executor. He hav-
ing died on February 17, the surviving
children, namely, Robina Buxton, of
Washington, D. C, widow of Thomas B.
Buxton; Florence, wife of George' Ber-
ton of Saint John; Henry B. Jackson of
Pueblo; Rubena MacMichael of Toron-
to, widow, and William Jackson, of the
same place, Broker, petition for the ap-
pointment, as administrator with the
will annexed, of George 1. Warwick, of
St. John, merchant, who was accordingly
sworn in as such. There is no real es-
tate; personalty 87,1000 E. T. C
Knowles, K. C., proctor.

SUSPENDED SENTENCE
IN SAND POINT CASE

John Melanson and John McCafferty
were tried before Judge Forbes this
morning under the Speedy Trials Act,
on a charge of stealing liquor from the
C. P. R. at Sand Point. Both pleaded
guilty. Representations as to their prev-
jous good conduct were made to His
Honor, and as each has a wife and fam-
ily to support, and it was the first of-
fence, they were allowed to go on sus-

ded sentence. J. A. Barry gppeared
in behalf of the prisoners and C. H. Fer-
guson prosecuted.

BURIED TODAY.

The funeral of Captain Robert J,
Holder was held this afternoon from
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. John
Paterson, 22 Cranston avenue. Rev,
Henry Pierce conducted the services at
the housezand grave, Interment was in
Cedar Hill ’ ¥

]

‘Rather Than in bgbt of Trea;y

case.’ He made it clear that|:

ided by congress with-| .

ENGLISH ARMY OFFICERS AND&CENE IN ULSTER SlTUA’TlON

B
|
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B e S et a———

RIBUTENANT COLONEL
JE B SEELY .

STRUCTURAL
STHL PlANl

 FOR ST JOHN,

Matter Befote Bond of Trade/

A proposition: for the establishment
of -a large plant to manufacture structur-
al steel in'St. John was under consider-
ation at a meeting of the ‘council of the
Board ‘of Trade at noon poday. The
matter of another smaller industry was
also. before the: council. * An important

announcement presuging ‘the inaugura-
tion of a summer passenger .steamship
service to/England was also made.

- The new industries committee report-1
ed thgt ithey had been in communicar
tion with a steel man from Pennsyl-
‘vania, connected with a large plant there,
and who is willing to establish a plant | t
in St, John to turn out structural steel,
such as it used in the fiew’ post dffice
and the sugar refinery. He believes 'the
prospects are excellent, and is willing to
.proceed provided- he can be assured of
a sufficient sum for working capital af-
ter the plant is in operation. He would
prefer this as a loan rather than by the
sale of stock.

The council decided that this is a mat-
ter rather for.a promoter than for the
board, but expressed willingness to do
everything in ‘their power.

The second application is from a man
who wishes to  establish a factory to
make tags, labels, seals, etc., for . the
jewelry and druggist business. He wants
$12,000 local capital, preferably from. one
man. The same reply was given as to
the other applicant.

Summer Steamship Service

The chairman of the traffic committee
reported that steps had been taken with
some succesi to secure a better steam-
ship service between St. John and Great
Britain during the summer. The Allan
ling had agreed to send the Mongolian
and Carthegenian from Liverpool to St.
John and return during the summer. The
Furness also had been interested in an
all-the-year-round service between St.
John and Liverpool, and the matter was
now under consideration at their head
office.

Correspondence has been conducted
with the department of trade and com-
merce and also'with twe ' Japanese
steamship companies regarding a steam-
ship service between St. John and Japan
via the Suez and Panams canals, but
nothing definite has been accomplished.

Complaint has been made regarding
the day on which the steamer Connors
Brothers sails from 'this port, and the
owners have agreed to change the day
if wharf accommodation can be provided
earlier in the week.

The council decided to endorse the’ re-
quest that the kindergartens be made
part of the public school system in such
communities as wished to do so.

‘W. F. Burditt reported on the progress
of the housing survey.

A copy of thefevised Canadian freight
classification effective on April 80 was
submitted and suggestions for amend-
ments may be made by those interested.

The monthly meeting will not be held
until the arrival of the new secretary.

ADJUDGED GUILTY

Alfred Harrity, charged with stealing
some liquor from the C. P. R. sheds at
West St. John was found guilty by
Magistrate Ritchie in the police court
today and remanded for sentence. In
the meantime the magistrate will look
into his record. E. C. Weyman conduct-
ed the prosecution and' E. S. Ritchie the

defence.

(Cmadhn Pms) ; :
' Londnn. Eng., March 27—Field. Marsh-
al Sir Joim French, who has tendered

his  resignation as. head of the Britishl-

army, was called into the meeting of
the cabinet ministers today to discuss
his position: with them. At noon it was:
announced - that the statement on ‘the
subject which Premier Asquith had
promised to give to the House of Coms
mons,;- had * been. postpored until - five
o'clock this afternoon. -

The session of the cabinet was called
about ten o'clock, and they were still
tog\ether at half past twelve. 1t was

duced ‘from this protracted meeting
lzat they found difficulty in. repairing
the rift in the army organization caused
by the resignations of Sir John French,
chief of - the general staff, and Lieut.
General® Sir Johz Spenf cer Ewart, adju-
tant general to the forces.

“The two generals today seemed de-
termined not 'to withdraw their resig-
nations, 'as they considered they had re-
ceived a rebuff by the government’s: re-
pudiation of the guarantees promised to
Prigadier General Gough and the other
officers of the Third valry Brigade at
the Curragh who had been told they
would not 'be 'called on to fight the
‘Ulster Unionists.

No solution' of the problems confront-
ing the government was reached .at ‘the
‘¢abinet council, and it was announced
that another meeting of the ministers
would discuss the magtter before Pre-
mier Asquith made his appearance ip

| the . House of Commons.

The lobbies of the house were crowd-
ed and all kinds of ‘rumors of “possible
developments were in circulation.

Cabinet Meets Again.

Asquith called a second meeting of
the cabinet this afternoon and a minis-~
terial crigsis is believed to be imminent.
Members of the cabinet were hurriedly
summoned to the premier’s home from
the House of Commons whither they
had ‘gone after attending the cabinet
council early in the day.

Excitement among members of parlia-
ment’ was increased today when the
Press Asociation sent out this statement:
“Postponement ‘of Premier = Asquith’s
statement had caused grave impression.
Unionist leaders believe government’s
resignation is imminent.”

The Press .Association was the first
agency to secure the news that French
and Ewart had resigned.

DID KING INFLUENCE
COLONEL SEELY ?

New York, March 27—A cable to the
Tribune this morning from London
says:—

“The political situation continues to
be one of the utmost gravity. The res-
ignation of Field Marshal Sir John
French, chief of the general staff, makes
the army still the centre of interest, but
the temper of the Liberal, Rndlcal and
Labor supporters of the government
makes the position of the king one which
is in reality of more vital interest,
though slightly removed from the actual
storm centre, while the fate of the gov-
ernment itself also hangs in the bal-
ance,

“It ds perfectly plain that Colonel
Seely inserted in the Gough letter as a
result of his conference with the king,
the paragraphs now repudiated by the
government, for Colonel Seely inserted

'&ttlcks ‘have -

the paragraph immediately after his re-
turn from Buckingham Palace, tmd it is

equally plv.un that See!y took the blame
4o save the kmg on whom such viglent
dy: been made.

“Premier - ' Asquith’s igtion
brought a brief semblance of order into
the army situation, but fhe resignation
of Sir John French' yesterday, thoug-b
on the grounds that he pit his' name to

‘8 paper- since disavowed hy ‘the govern-

merit, has renewed the rebellious temper
of the oﬂicers at the Curragh Camp and
has given ‘them r to believe they
Lave backing from the highest quarters,

“There were in Dublin last
night that the Curragh officers are plan-
ning to resign again, while rumors of
all kinds are flying abput here concern~
ing the prospects of resignation. Ten
general officers’ called at the War /Office
yesterday and conferred with General
Ftench prior to his resignation. There
are equally active rumors concerning

officers of @ll ranks and in all branches|:

of the service.

“This position invites a renewal of the
attacks on the king for there is now
mo posibility of doubting, despite all the
attempts of Premier -Asquith, - Colonel
Seely and others to protect the king,
that his action is directly responsible for
the situation which' now exists. The ex-
treme gravity of the situation is shown
by the failure of Mr. Asquith last night
to make his promised explanation of the
resignation of General French. Instead,
the premier is seeking to gain time by
deferring his explanation until today. -

“This, of course, indicates a serious
position for the government, but it is' a
portentous sigit of a still more serious
position for the king.

“Sir John French saw Lord Roberts
and Lord Haldane yesterday afternoon,
and in the evening was summoned to
Buckingham Palace after Premier As-
quith. had previously seen the king. .It
is believed that the king tried to in-
duce the field marshal to reconsider his
decision. It is clear that the part taken
by the king in yesterday’s negotiations
was an active one,

“In view of the da&’s developments,
it is sgenerally admitted. that Colonel
Seely, even if he remains in the cabinet,
must leave the War. Office and that
Lewis Harcourt, the present colonial sec-
retary may become minister for war.

“Another speculation among Liberals
is whether Colonel Seely might not be
‘succeeded by John Birns.” p

Suffragettes Take a Hand, ' -

Belfast, Ireland, March 27—A militant
suffragette “arson squad” is believed to
have been responsible for' the destruc-
tion of Abbeylands, a splendid country
residence by fire this morning. It be-
longed to Major General Sir Hugh Mec-
Calmot and stood nead Whiteabbey. on
Belfast Lough. The house, although
fully furnished, was not occupied except
by caretakers. The damage is ®stimated
at $75,000.

No evidences of suffragette handiwork
were found but, as the women reécently
threatened to start war against the
Ulster Unionist leaders because of the
refusal of Sir Fdward Carson to support
the movement of the suffragettes, the
authorities lay the blame on them.

The grounds of Abbeylands, which is
only four miles from Carrick Fergus, a
British army station, have been used
recently for drilling the Ulster Union-
ist “volunteers.”

Genersgl Siv
parf in the Red River Expedition.
is retired from the army

Hugh McCalmont took
He

TWENTY-FIVE LOSE LIVES
IN DISASTERS AT SEA

Issue In Doubt'

Federals Say Defeat of Villa

 HAS LOST THOUSANDS

No Sign of Great Vittory inVilla's
. Telegram to Juarez But He
Orders Airship and Railroad
. Equipment Forwarded -

‘ (Canadian Press)
I Mexioo City, Mex., Mareh 27— Minis-

|ter. of war, Blanquet, today ansounced

that: Federal troops' had won complete

vietory over rebels at Torreon. = The

mtament was accepted with reserve.
Wulnngton. D. C, March 27— ‘The

Mexican embassy today xee!:lved the fol-
lowing despatch’ from the Mexican con-

.| sul:—“Rebels have been severely defeat-

ed at Torreon: A column of 5,000
troops, under General Moure, has- left
Saltillo in- flanking  movement to rein-
force the garrison. The rebels last week
8lso suffered ‘a severe repulse at Mon-
clova, losing more than 1,000 men as well
as at Artega, where lle | losses were

Juarez, Mexico, M 27—From fed-
eral sources today e the news that
Villa had - been helten; \from rebel
sources came declarations ot victory for
Ml eietatiot oty creiiy Bl

con nothing the
o grgrrey e St A

 more than 100.”

' |mand for speedy shipment of the mili-

tary monoplane from Juarez, and an or-
der that. all equipment for rebulldxpg
railroad track bé hurried south.
The federal spldiers gt Torreon fast
n:gl:t failed in a ten-hour fight to re-
Lerdo, according to a later telegram
reeelved here today signed' “General
Themmdsted(hnu

GRAB B NﬂW )
- BENG PREPARED

Six Hour Cnucus Last nght Said
to Have Been Lively-—Freder-
icton to Have Mctor Fire Ap-

paratus

(Spectal to Times) :
Fredericton, N. B, March 27—A
caucus ‘of government supportérs which
commenced at half past:eight o’clock
last night did not break up until half
past two this morning. The application
for additional bond guarantees for the
Valley Railway was the principal topic
and it is said that the proceedings were
at times lively. There is stiff opposition
to the proposal, but it is said to have the
hearty support of . Premier Flemming
and it is believed it will go through the
house. Mr, Baxter is assisting the attor-
ney_ general in preparing the bill and
they expect to have it jready by’ Tues-
day.

The city council last night decided to
ask for legislation to enable the city to
purchase a motor truck and chemical en-
gine at ' a cost of $10.000.

Lieutenant-Governor and Mrs. Wood
will give an at home at the Queen
Hotel this evening. Preparations are be-
ing made for about 250.

In view of the recent outbreak of
measles and scarlet fever the board of
health has ordered the moving pictare
houses to be fumigated

HUNORED TOSH
SHOT WINNER OF
GRAND NATIONAL

Liverpool, . Eng,, March 27—Sunlock,
an outsider, owned by T. X. Tiler, today
won the Grand National steeple chase.
T'rianon III was second and Lutteur III
third.

King George’s entry, Twelfth I.Anoen
was scratched.

Sunlock went to post with odds of
100 to 6 ggainst him, Triannon IIT at
%00 to 8 and Lutteur I at 10 to L.{j
Sunlock won by eight lengths. Twenty
horses started and twelve fell.

London, March 27—Cambridge Uni-
vergity today won the annual athletic
contest against Oxford University .by
six events to four,

Ottawa, March 27—Captain Harvey
Pulford of the Ottawa Rowing Club says
that next year’s Canadian Henley will
probably be held at Winmpeg instead of
St. Catherines.

Steamer Goes Down
- And Eighteen
- Perish

STAUGK HLE MATIG LT

BuhlSchmHnlﬁePSIllp‘oll
. Lost With Captain and: Five of
" Crew—Man Jumps to Death
From Liner in Terrific Gale

!' H

(Canadian Press.)
Srdszw March 2/—Eighteen
lives lost today; when the steamer St, |
Paul strock a reck and foundered ale
‘most innnedi.tely. Among these drown-
edvemenmmermacbﬂa‘
mavenmembelsofﬂemwmuy”.'
The St.' Paul was “bound from N
mes in the New Hebrides to Bri
ﬂlemkemkwﬁlewdhn‘fo{g»»
Pﬂﬂtcndwentdownwmeaupcmld
betnhmformscneof.llm-

Boston Schooner Lost SRR o

Wi -D: C, March 27—TPhe
loss schooner Hattie
P.Slmpwn,ofnoaton,wlthheraptnn o
and five other members of the crew, was
reported to the naval deya.rtment last .
?lx)ght, in a relay wireless

e steamship Caracas,
board three survivors of the schooner.

The Hattie P.’ Siﬁpnn,swm
-vessel, was built at Waldoboro, M
in 1801, and was owned by A. R. Reed
otﬁxBouton, which was the achooner‘s
po!

The shipping records show lier as hav-
ing sailed from on March
10 for Gnlmton, in comamand of Ccphm

‘| boy for Pointe a Pitre on Febr
After pasing thnmgh hrrlﬁc
she was

DES IN KINGSTON AFTER :
SSMRSIIPWENMY’

Klngaton, Ont,, March 27 — Edwud
Thickpenny, who spent: thirty-five years
behind prison. bars, died in the Kingston
penitentiary yesterday. He was a “llfcr”
for murder. X

THE STEAMERS

The steamer Benguela is all nady to
sail for South African ports, but was
unable to get away this morning. :

The Allan Liner Virginian is anchor-' -
edoﬂﬁ:eishndmdmlldockntmy
time.- She is from Liverpool direct and
has aboard 1,054 passengers, the largest .
number brought to St. John this season.

The Manchester Mariner, from Man-
chester direct and the Bray Head from
Ardrossan, are due here.

‘The Sicilian, of the Allan Line, from
London and Havre, was eighty—ﬂve miles
east of Sable Island this' morning at
7.15° o'clock and is due in St. Jolm to-
morrow afternoon.

The Royal Edward, St. John to Bris-
tol, was 200 miles east of Sable Islapd
at nine o’clock this morning.

The Briardene, under charter to tho
R. M. S. P. Line, sailed from Halifax
for the West Indies this morning at
12.25 o'clock.

The Manchester Inventor, from Man-
chester via Halifax, is due in port this
afternoon.

Steamer Empress of Japan arrived at
Vancouver yesterday.

Bryce Likely Chancelfor

, Edinburgh, March 27—Andrew Car-
neglc, it ig stated, will not be a candid-
ate for the Cluncellomhlp of Aberdeen
University, which has been vacant since
the death of Lord Strathcona. The rea-
son is that the Chancellor of a Scot-
tish Undversity must take an oath of
 office, and Mr. as an American
dtlzen, refuses to take any oath of of-
fice in Great Britain.

This leaves Lord Bryce as the likely
candidate.

CITY LABORERS PAY DAY
The city laborers’ received their fort-.

nightly “wages today, ch ble to the'
various. departments 'ns mn—

Ferry,
Public Works,

2

MONCTON CHIEF HERE
George Rideout, chief of the Mondton
police force, came to the city this morn-
ing with a patient to be taken to the
Provinclal Hospital, Lancaster. While in
the city Chief Rideout paid a visit to
‘central police station.

MILLS STARTING.

The two lumber mills of the Stetson
Cutler Lumber Company at Indiantown
and Pleasant Point will resume opers-
tions tomorrow morning: Murray &
Gregory expect to start ahont the wmids
dle of next week.
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