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TALIAN LABOR
CONDENNS REGIME
0F BOLSHEV

Special Mission Spent Many
Weeks on Inquiry in
Russia

Strong Indictment — Prob-
Jems Arising From Destruc-
tion of Capitalist System

» Remain Unsolved.

(By Austin -West, special cable to the
N, Y. Times and Montreal Gazette.)
Milan, Oct. 8—As a damning indict-

ment of the Bolshevik regime from
trustworthy sources quite above suspic-
jon ,the report just published from the
special mssion of the Italian general
confederation of labor will undoubted-
ly take first rank.
many weeks in Russia, where the Sov-
jets facilitated in every way its task of
observation gnd inquiry.

‘The economic section of the report
states that practical results of the com-
munistic experiment in no wise respond
to the grandiose theoretical idea, nor can
this be wondered at,.in view of the ser-
¢ lous lack of reparation, gross incompet-

ence and utter ignoring of the natural

law of gradual evolution. Hence the
formidable problems that were bound
to arise through thoughtless destruction
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of the capitalistic system, remained un-%most elementary needs of civilized peo-
solved. Indeed, down to the present ple.

time the.revolution, absorbing its main| The Moscow government, says the re-
energy in unremitted warfare, has sub-|port, has shown itself incaf)able of sup-
stituted nothing that answers even to the | plying the population with tihe prime
necessities of life, or of stopping whole-
sale speculation in every market, or of
enforcing fixed pric regulations. A bur-

than in Imperial days.
40,000 civil servants are employed in

salt, sugar and in keeping two flour
mills, ten bakeries and a hundred or so
cheap kitchens going for the wants of
the total population
Practically all the vast palaces and
former dwellings of the wealthier class

ed by the state for government offices.
Private property is abolished
!theory, for as a matter of fact indus-
tries engaging not more than thirty
hand craftsmen or ten with machinery,

easy to evade the laws, in commerce as
well as in industry, that a real brand-
new bourgeoisie is in rapid progress of
formation. The much-vaunted social
equality is a myth except in the sense of
having inured the whole community to
a much lower standard of living and a
quasi-universal state of misery.

The principle of workmen’s

direct
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eaucracy dominates everywhere, worse |
As many as!

Petrograd, simply in distributing bread,.

of 600,000 souls.!

in the old capital have been requisition- |

are left untouched and beyond that it is]
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control of factories, as applied under thc!
Soviets, has, with rare exceptions,
proved disastrous in its effects. The
{mass of workers are idle and indus-
.tries are stagnant. i

{ Benefits Incidental.

The Italian labor mission surveys the |
beneficial aspects of the Russian revolu-'
tion, but in the presence of its broad .
panoramic failure cannot judge them as
| other than incidental. Bolshevism, for
instance, has triumphed where the most |
 highly-civilized Christian states have
i failed. ignominously, namely in the al-|
| most universal eradication of prostitu- !
tion. Religion and chastity and thej
]mnrriage state are held in far higher:
lh(‘mor than formerly, though according
to the Ttalian mission this is due in all!
probability to underfeeding. |

This interesting report also seeks to!
correct several widespread misconcep-
i tions and illusions. First. the ludicrous
accounts and stories retailed over Eur-,
ope about the attempted nationalization
of women by the Soviets it says is sheer
.legend; second, those politicians who
{put their trust in a speedy revival of
the Russian export trade are leaning on
‘a broken reed. Transport traffic is<
| thoroughly disorganized and home re-
. quirements may make international
| commerce agreements mere seraps of
paper. Quite recently over 3,000 tons
of wheat, destined for Italy, has been
requisitioned at Kherson, for victualling
the Red Army fighting against General
, Wrangel.
| Thirdly, the imminent downfall of
{the actual revolutionary regime is alto-

|
1
|
1
\

only in‘g‘ether improbable. It is true that the

,Communists as a party numher ahout

{600,000 in a population of 60000.000, yet
{they are masters of every political and
economic body.

\Terrible Distress,

Despite terrible distress prevailing in
towns, various achievements of the re-
volution have entered into the marrow
of the popular conscience. Bolshevik
statutes grant the city workers one par-
liamentary representative for every
twenty-five workmen as against one
such representative for every 125 peas-
ants, hence in the present day in Rus-
sia, one city workman is politically
worth five country folk.

The opposition party of Mensheviks
and Social Revolutionaries as distingu-
ished from Communists count only
twenty-eight deputies in a Soviet par-
liament of 1,200 and are forbidden to use
the printing press. The peasantry,
whom they chiefly represent and who
are benefitted beyond any other class by
the Soviet innovations, will certainly
and most stubbornly resist any reaction-
ary movement likely to deprive them of |
their new landed rights of small pro-|
prietorship which are transmissable from
father to son.

ROBINSON CRUSOE'S ISLAND,

(Manchester Guardian.) i

It is generally taken for granted that
Juan Fernandez—which the Chilian gov-
ernment proposes to develop as a health
resort—was Robinson Crusoe’s island,
and that Alexander Selkirk served as the
prototype of Defoe’s hero. So firmly is
this belief established that the house at
Largo where Selkirk was born is mark-
ed by a life-sized figure of Robinson
Crusoe. - Yet the distinction of inspiring
Defoe’s immortal story has also been
claimed for a Spanish sailor, Pewro Ser-
rano, who, after being shipwrecked in
the Caribbean Sea, spent seven years on
a deserted island thousands of miles
from Juan Fernandez. Serrano’s ad-
ventures, as set ‘out in Carcilaso de la
Vega’s “Commentarios Reales” (if which
an English translation appeared in 1688),
resemble those assigned to Robinson
Crusoe far more closely than Selkirk’s
account of his life on Juan Fernandez.
Moreover, the Spaniard encountered
worse perils, the isle on which he was
cast being merely a sandbank.

When Serrano had lived in solitude
for three years another sailor was cast
ashore there by the waves, and eventual-
ly both were rescued by a passing ves-'
gel. The pair presented such a forbid-
ding appearance that the crew of the
pinnace launched to their aid hesitated
about taking them aboard until the
castaways reassured them by kneeling
down and reciting the Credo in loud
tones. Serrano’s companion died on the
voyage home, but Serrano himself
reached Spain little the worse for his
adventures. He had an audience with
the Emperor Charles V. who was so im-
pressed by his narrative that he award-
ed him a substantial pension. 1
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ANOTHER “BIGGEST APPLE.” CHURCH AS GARAGE.

London, Eng., Oct. 15—An apple
weighing one pound five and a half tive

This is an ounce and a half he
! into a garage.
l

Hockliffe, Eng., Oct. 15—The Primi-
Methodist Church here, which has
bad times, has been acquired
avier than | by outside interests and will be turned
the “biggest apple” recently reported.

RE-WED AFTER 30 YEARS

Miami, Okla., Oct. 15—Scott and Em-
ma Jones McCollum were divorced thirty
| years ago, because they could not agree
They have just been remarried. “I gol
lonesome for Emma Jane,” said Scott.
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ACCOMPLISHING THE IMPOSSIBLE

Our Entire Stock of Furs at

20 Per Cent. Discount
Commencing Saturday 16th, and Ending Saturday 23rd

Our Entire Stock of High Grade Fyrs has been

placed in this sale, and we be-

fieve will result in the largest turnover in Fyrs the Maritime Provinces have ever seen

in a stated period. When you consider that we are offering

you Hudson Seal Coats

One to Two Hundred Dollars Lower than the other stores, at our present prices, see
what savings it means to you at this 20 p. c. Reduction Sale.

HUDSON SEAL COATS

With Beaver Shawl Collar and Cuffs, Fancy
Silk Linings.
Length 40 inches.
Price $650.00 Less 20 Per Cent.

NATUF RAL RACCOON COATS
Three Stripe Border, with Belt.
Price $550 Less 20 Per Cent.

GREY SQUIRREL COAT
Handsomely Lined, Shawl Collar, Belted

HUDSON SEAL COATS

Self Trimmed, Fancy Lined,
Shawl or Square Collars, 40 and

45 inches long.

Price $440 Less 20 Per Cent.

Effect, 38 inches long.
Price $495 Less 20 Per Cent.

BLACK RUSSIAN PONY COATS

Length 36 inches. French Beaver Collar
and Cuffs. Fancy Lined, with Belt.
Price $250 Less 20 Per Cent.

BLACK RUSSIAN PONY COATS

large Grey
Lining, loose
model for

This garment is greatly

enhanced with a
handsome Silk

Squirrel Collar, 1,000

back and belted front,

$620.00 at This Sale

Natural Opposum Collar and Cuffs, with a
nine inch Border around Skirt. This is a very
modish garment.

Price $330 Less 20 Per Cent.

BLACK LYNX

NECK PIECES Less 20 Per Cent.

MINK MARMOT COATS

Natural Raccoon Collar and

Cuffs.

CANADIAN BEAVER
COLLARS AND SHOULDER PIECES

40 and 45 inches long.
Price at This Sale $140.00
This is the Greatest Fur Coat

Bargain in Canada Today.

TAUPE, BLACK, NATURAL AND
BROWN WOLF ANIMAL

SCARFS
Less 20 Per Cent. Discount

HUDSON AND FRENCH SEAL
MOTOR SCARFS, COLLARS AND CAPES
; All at 20 Per Cent. Discount
- -

You will find that in many instances you will be able

RED FOX

DOUBLE ANIMAL CAPES
At This Sale $42.50 Less 20 Per Cent.

to buy at this sale at lower prices

than prevailed a year ago.

BUY EARLY CASH ONLY

NO APPROVALS

Mail Orders, as Usual, Will Receive Our Very Special Attention.

F. S. Thomas

539 to 545 MAIN STREET, ST.JOHN




