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Battle Prospects. 7

According to our expectations on
Monday morning the great/ battie ‘be-
tween the Scarpe and _Somme Rivers
goes.as favorably for the allied arms
as could have been anticipated.  The
British lines have held for the 48
bours stipulated for by the British on
Sunday, and the German advance has
been slowed down to an extent that
makes Hindenbarg himsell admit

ithat “the first act is over.”

Can German renew her advance?
Can Britain make such a counter-
attack as will smash the German
forces? Will the situation settle
down once more into trench warfare,
with its program of attrition, raids,
local attacks, and waiting for the
Americans?

We do not believe the Germans can
organize a new advance. Their
diminished divisions are ‘“all in,” to
use our sporting slang. The German
soldier, when fresh, can drive ahead

in mass formation, but after he has
been driven for several days and
nothing comes of it, except prospects

for further :unlimfted driving, ' his
neart, or whatever substitute for a
heart he possesses, fails him, and
he is no longer a first-class fighting
man. The British authorities state
that the Germans: had only*twelve
divisions left in reserve on Monday
night. Every available man was be-
ing scraped up from the norths the
east and the south, and poured into
the inferno of the Somme battlefield.
Such troops are of little value to
follow.in the wake of the best armies
Germany possessed, or to face the
unconquerable British, who had
stayed their course.

Will the battle settle down to
trench warfare? That might suit the
allied forces, who are not so much
concerned -about the element of time
as the Germians-are. Time to-the
kaiser is everything. He cannot af-
ford to wait. Every week, every day,
his ppeople are growing hungrier, his
soldiers more restless, his allies more
disgusted, his enemies stronger, the
American’ armies nearer. He will
never bexgtronger than he is at pres-
ent. It ie now or never with him.
To settle into trench fighting once
more would be to admit defeat. To
retreat would also be to admit de-
feat,  and Rip Van Winkle would
rather have gone home drunk to
Katrinka than the kaiser defeated
to the German people. He must go
torward if he can, but it is gdoubt-

ful that he can rally his kiettered |

divisions for another drive. Logically
we may expect -him to propose peace
on the strength of the battle-map.
None of these things will appeal
to the British and French leaders.
The British alone have fully a hun-
dred divisions which have not yet
been engaged in this [fight. The
French, the .Portuguese. the Bel-
gians, and the far from inconsider.
able United States forces are all
available. Some of these were re-
ported as in action yesterday, and
we know that the Canadians were
active with a new gas, and had been

_ warped to hold themselves ready for
look at the map |

confingencies. A
from Lens to St. Quentin, with the
mew advances made by the Germans
‘marked, shows that they have creat-
ed a salient, flanked by Vimy Ridge
on the north and the Heights of the
Aisne on the south. To th(e strategist

it looks like a prize pudding. If|

previous conjectures are cqQrrect, the
aim of the allied forces would be to
fall on the demoralized German
forces;
attacks on the north 'aimed at Lens,
Douai and Cambrai, so as to cut the
main lines of communication of

enemy. A defeated German

such as Hindenburg’'s is at present, |

in spite of its advances, is no body
1o sustain a flank movement,

tions, and menaces to.its rear.

and the ground beyond, robbed as
these lines have been to strengthen

the Somme attack, we may see the|
German~power collapse as it did once |

before at the Marne. Even Hindén-

burg would turn panicky if his com-|

munications were threatened.

For the allies the situation con-
tinues fo look favorable.
the least favorable development
would be a resumption of trench war-

to flank them by powerful|

the |

army, |

with |
possgible interruption of communica- |
AlY
these are possibilities to the British, |
and if the Canadians move on Lens |

Perhaps |

in last evening’s despatches it was
stated that German agents were busy
circulating alarmist reports among
the civil population around the battle
front in France. When they are
caught, the report says, they are
“dealt with summarily.” When some
American sentinels were found asleep
recently at their posts, they were
courtmartialed and sentenced to be
shot. All of which is believed to be
right and proper, and the only way
to deal with enemy spies or unfaith-
ful friends in war.

When it comes to those who are
“in our midst” an entirely different
poliey is pursued. A man who makes
bormbs and: places them on a ship so
that it will blow up in mid-ocean is
to be fined. . Conspirators and plot-
te‘ré‘j{ft all kinds, undoubtedly as bad
as ahy at the front, and frequently
doing far more harm, causing fires
and explosions with deadly results,
blocking the preparation and trans-
mission of supplies by means of labor
agitations and. strikes, stirring up
revolt among foreigners and simple
and flliterate native-born; these are
tenderly treated, and if punished at
all, get off with terms in jail.

Why shoot an American and pre-
gerve aliens guilty of worse crimes?
Agk the United States néwspapers.
These problems of discrimination are
among the profoundest problems of
civilization. In Canada they come
up in many forms. No one can say,
for example, why one part of the
nation has to bear a burden far be-
yond its proper proportion, while an-
other bears scarcely anything. The
principle of abstract justice lies at
the foundatidn of national content,
and it is these unjustifiable = dis-
eriminations which first stir up
‘trouble in the body politic. It must
be admitted that it is mortifying to
most men who are compelled to as-
sume - disagreeable duties and Te-
sponsibilities to see others entirely
escaping who have as good a right
or better to take their share. When
it proceeds to punishing the man who
works and letting the slacker go scot-
free there is bound to be murmuring.
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THREE STEAMERS
SEIZED AT HALIFAX

Two Dutch Vessels and Russian With
Broken Propeller Blade.
Halifax, N.S., March 26—Three
steamers, two . Dutch and one RKRus-
sian, were seized by the mnaval
authorities here yesterday, and will
before long be engaged in the British
mrchant marine service. The Dutch
steamers, which are about 2000 tons
net each, have been in Bedford Basin
for some time, while the Russian
steamer was towed into this port on

Sunday minus a propeller blade.

When  the officers hoarded the
Dutch steamers there was no pro-
test.  'The Dutch. ensign was not fly-
ing and the British flag will not be
raised until the Dutch crews leave
for Holland. :

On the Russian ship the Russian
flag was lowered, but the British flag
was not raised.

SCIENTIFIC RATIONING

Inter-allied Food Confe.renoo is 6907\-
ed Monday ins Paris.

Paris, March 26—The inter-allied
séientific food conference was opened
here yesterday by Victor Boret, minis-
ter of provisions. In an address, M.
Boret said the purpose of the confer-
ence was to study the manner in which,
with due regard to its special cir-
cumstances, each allied country could
make the best use of .the limited
avallablé reSources, by means of the
establishment of a scientific ration-
ing system?: i

Tt was designed to supply each in-
dividual, he'said, in such a way as to
enable him to make the greatest ef-
fort of th¢ least amount of food, just
as a well®manned engine produces its
maximum power with a minimum
consumption  of fuel

myethod of troitmeiﬂ Fo;' example,

 THE WORLD'S STRANGEST
TALES OF ROMANCE AND ADVENTURE

" By George Barton

How Bismarck Provoked

by Altering a Telegram.

the Franco-Pmigian War

How many persons Know that Bis-
marck, designedly and unscrupulously,
provoked the Franco-Prussian War by
altering a  telegram from his “imperial
_master,” the King of Prussia?

it all came about thru an attempt to
till the throne of Spain. When Isabella
of Spain was dethroned, General Prim,
who was in charge of that country, look-
ed about him for a successor to the
throne. His eye lighted upon Leopold,
hereditary Prince of Hohenzollern, and a
brother of the young man who three
years before .had been appointed King of
Riumania with the approval of Napoleon
111,
It was necessary to get the approval of
France, as well as Prussia, before young
Leopold could get his crown, The French
ambassador called upon Blumarck,“and
we are told that Bismarck was very
frank’”’ with Benedetti, assuring him that
the King of Prussia, if consulted by Leo-
pold, would advise him not to accept the
crown. He said there was nothing to
worry about—oh, dear, nothing at all!

Yet in September of the same year the
negotiations to induce Leopold to take
the throne of Spain were actually start-
ed, and there were furthered by Herr
von Werther, Prussian ambassador to
Vienna, one of Bismarck’'s appointees!
Prince Leopold asked to be excused, and
when pressed said he would only accept
if the Spanish Government procured the
assent of the Emperor Napoleon and the
King of Prussia. He refused the crown
three times, and then Bismarck began to
use all his influence to have him accept.

Bismarck finally accomplished his pur-
pose, so far as Leopold was. concgrned,
He induced him to accept the offer of
Spain. The. Cortes was meeting in
Madrid, and it was planned to. have it
remain in session until the election had
been completed, A majority of the votes
was assured, but it was necessary to
keep the business a secret from France,
Once Leopold was placed on the throne,
Napoleon III. would be helpless, He could
successfully protest against the election
but afterwards the dignity of Spain woul
not permit it to reject the Kking it had
formally accepted.

But events in real life, like those in
novels, have a way of confounding plot-
ters. A cipher;telegram from Berlin to,
Madrid was misunderstood, the - .
#djourned, and the plan—for the moment
—failed. Salazar, in an unguarded mo-
ment, let the cat out of the bag, and a
wave of anger and indignation swépt over
France. An explanation was sought. Bis-
marck had conveniently gone to Varzin
for his health. The French ambassador
was on a vacation, and the king was at
Ems. When the French charge d'affaires
called at the Prussian Foreign Office he
was informed that the Prussian Govern-

{*German Gazette, and copies

ment was ‘‘absolutely ignorant of the
" Y

This  was not  satistactory to the
French, and” Ampassador Benedetti was
instructed to see the king and to obtain
a disavowal from him. it must be remem-
bered that the King of Prussia had never
really looked with favor on the proposi-
tion to make T.eopold King of Spain, but
he 'was annoyeéd at thé hostile attitude of
the F'rench press, ' Benedetti and the
king were both at Ems at this time tak-
ing the waters, The ambassador was
wondering how he eould secure an audi-
ence when he happened to meet the king,
His majesty greeted the ambassador with
great cordiality, and the two entered into
conversation. The king, apparently with
mock satisfaction, showed him an issue
of The Cologne Gazette, containing a copy
of Prince Leopold’s withdrawal, This was
very good, but Benedetti, following in-
structions, asked if he might inform his
government that the king would give his
assurance that Leopold would not be-
come a candidate for the Spanish throne
at any time in the future.

Phe king, not unreasonably, declined ta
ive ‘this further assurance. They parted,
%ut the talk on both sides had been in
the best of temper. Later the king re.
ceived a formal message from Prince
Leopold confirming the story of his re-
tirement. He sent a copy of this to
Benedetti, saying, ‘““We may now consider
the incident closed.”” The ambassador,
nevertheless, asked for another audience,
but .the king declined to grant it. Also
he instructed his secretary to telegraph
an exact account of what had happened,
with a suggestion that it be published.

When the telegram reached Berlin,
Bismarck was dining with Roon and
Moltke. All three were warlike, and they
were furious at the turn affairs had
taken, They did not want the t‘incident
closed,” The telegram did not improve
their temper; they felt that the king
had conceded too much, But the permis-
gion to publish the telegram gave Bis-
marck his opportunity. He went into the
next room and drafted a statement from
the telegram. It has been claimed that
he did not change its import. But it is
not denied that he took a 200-word ac-
count of what had actually taken place
in the good-tempered interview between
king and ambassador, and changed it to
a curt twenty-word defiance of French
demands. t was published in The North
hed to all
German 'embassies and legations.

It produced the desired result. France
resounded with c¢ries of “On to :the
Rhine!” the - ill-fated - Franco-Prussian
war began, and the unprepared French
armies were swiftly and decisively beat-
en by the Prussian legions, that had been
long waiting for just such an occasion.

Friday—*“A President
States Who Was, Crossed in Love.”

WAR AND THE
FARMER

(By J. D, Whelpley.)

Every nation at war and able to do so
is now bringing men home from thearmy
to work upon the dand. Agriculture has
regained its old place in the estimation
of the people, a place somewhat obscured
in recent years by the high tide of indus-
trialism. In the first rush of men into
the armies, the mechanical trades were
almost the only occupations held sacred
by the recruiting authorities. . When ‘the
shortage of agricultural labor was first
realized, it was sajd the very old, the
very young and the women must carry
on, The old, the young and the women
came gallantly to the fore, and did the
best they could, but it was soon discover-
ed that if the nation was to be fed, the
skilled, able-bodied agricultural laborer
must return to his Jjob.

Theiresults of thiz discovery were the
releasé from the army on long leave of
men who could plough and  harvest;
greater discrimjnation in accepting new
récruits, and the employment of whole
.regiments of soldiers in farm labor. Inw
England alone fifty thousand soldiers
were distributed by the laber exchanges
among the farmers wherever needed, All
this happened at a time when the mili-
tary authorities were calling for more
men for the fighting line, but the govern-
ment had learned that the bread line had
to be manned with equal care and fore-
thought, or there was danger in the rear
even greater than in the face of the
enemy.

With the increase in labor supply, the
stimulus of high prices, and thru patrj-
otic effort, the advent of the summer
of 1917 witnessed about 200,000 acres of
permanent grass added to the tilled area,
and, if the plans of the British Govern-
ment are carried out, it is expected that
the harvest of 1918 will be gathered from
three million more acres than were har-
vested in 1915, This will be equal to

area of England and Wales in 1916. Some
of this increased acreage under the
plough will be found in Ireland, and some
in Scotland, but it is in England that the
main effort has been concentrated, owing
to better -transportation facilities each
way from the land to market, and the

SEAMEN’S UNION FIRM

Will Not 8ail on Ship Conveying
Delegates to Labor Conference
in U, 8,

London, March 26.—The Seamen’s
and Firemen’s Union has decided that
its members shall refuse to sail on any
ship conveying delegates appointed to
the inter-allied labor conference in the
United States.

An official of the union said: ‘“Our
opposition to these men i8 the same
as that against Ramsay Macdonald.
We will take no one who is opposed
to the doctrine that Germany must
| make compensation to dependents of
our murdered merchant -seamen.”

Camille Huysmanns, Belgian Social-

less permanent character of the grass
land being plouged under. If the people
of the United States made a proportional
effort to increase the yield of cereals, it
would mean that over fifty million acres
of land had been added to the harvest
fields of America.

In the effort to solve the labor pro-
blem, the farmers of England are now
using more machinery. The government
alone has bought six thousand American
tractor engines for ploughffig, .-and in
hundreds of out-of-the-way places, where
tradition has heretofore governed opera-
tions on the land, and a pair of horses
and two men have ploughed an acre a
day, the tractor, with its two attendants,
is doing the work of ten horses, ten men
and five ploughs, The ancjent
gazes in wonder at these newfangled
machines, and chuckles or shakes his
head mournfully when the tractor fails
to move, makes an untidy turn at the
end of the field, or does not turn the
furrow exactly as it has been turned in

ist leader, and the Fregch delegates
Lo the conference have deferred their
| departure in view of he pending visit
of American delegates to Kurope. '

THE RED CROSS AT COBALT. ;
—— 1
The story of the Cobalt Red Cross |
Society ig told in this week’s issue of |
The Toronto Sunday World. |
Every loyal citizen is vitally inter-
ested in the work being done by this
wonderful organization. The activi-
| ties of the Cobalt branch may con-
tain profitable suggestions for Red
Cross workers everywhere, and will
make illuminating reading for the
patriotic citizen, who should have the|
| latch string of his purse always out. |
‘ The Sunday World is for sale by
| newsdealers and newsboys every-
where. Read what the Cobalt Red
Cross  Society is doing.

| ploughed grass will not be as large as on

| it had been better to let it .lie, but the

|en have done well at it, the general opin-

| diers, altho for the time being they are

| behind the plough is a symbol of what

these age-old fields from the begifining
of time. The crops from the hewly-

the long-cultivated soil, and in many
places grass is being turned under where

ploughing-up of the old English pastures
is a move of expediency, and after the
war.only the land suitable for grain will
be retajned in cultivation.

This is work for men, and, while in
some places, where the soil is light, wom-

ion is now that men must be kept at
home to do the work. The able-bodied
agricultural laborers in England today
are nearly all in khaki, and when these
soldiers come back to the land they still
retain their uniforms. Hence, the fields
are all, apparently, being worked by sol-

treated as other laborers are paid as if
in private employ, and are not under
military . discipline. The khaki uniform

about twenty-five per cent. of the tilled|®

rustic| .

war means in modern times, for, while
some are in the trenches fighting the
Germans with instruments of war, others

| are on the land fighting the Germans in|

BRITI RED CROSS GIFT,

fare, and that -would suit us better|

thar it would the Germans. It would
mean waiting for the ‘‘dough-hogs’’
io settle it next year.
A Failure of “Justice.
At the front when ‘evil deers .are
@pprehended there is a recoguized

1 ber.

| -+ New York, March 26.—An appro-
| priation o? $1,193,1256 as an additional
| contribution to the British Red Cross
| was announced by the war council of
1th<‘ American Red Cross here today.
The original contribution to the Brit-
|ish Red Cross, amounting to nearly a
million dollars, was made last Octo-

i
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| facilities,
i‘and the good days of peace to come will]|

| their attempt to starve a nation dependent

upon seaborne food. |

Under these conditions, no farmer is
free to do with the land as he will. He|
must cultivate to raise staple foods, He|
cannot let his land lie idle, or the statel
will take possession and cultivate, it, as|
seems best for the public good. With all
these rules and regulations, scanty labor, |
fixed prices and deficient transportation
the farmers are making money, |

P.‘.".'Hl'\‘l?, lean ycars to many who are now

| Catharines™ tax rafe for 1918 will be

cropping their land to its utmost and
sellingfgt prices' undreamed of for several
generations past. . They have been ac-
cused of being profiteers, but, if so, they
are but making up for the many years
before the war, when millions of acres
of tilled area were allowed to go to grass,
or even to grow wild, because the crops
could not be made to pay rent, taxes and
cost of production, to say nothing of
making a profit. ; v

Out of the experience of this war has
grown a world-wide conyiction that it is
not profitable for any country to take
needed labor,from thé farms to swell the
ranks of the army. Behind each man at
the front there. must, be: several produc-
ing war material, conducting the trans-
portation services and growing: food of
all kinds. It has''been’proved satisfac
torily that ordinary Mbor can bé diluted
with the old, the,young:and the wemen,
put that, alter all is said and done, there
must remain a large percentage of skilled
and able-bodied men of military age. If
England had to raise an army of six mil-
lion men again, her people would, in the
light of threé years' experience, adopt
conscription from the first, and take only
the surplus labor from the farms, or, in
other words, only those who. could be
replaced, two or three for one,. if neces-
sary, by the less efficient boys, men or
women not subject to military service,

Those who are now' selecting men for
the army are far less greedy for recruits
than those who did this work in the first
two years of war.. The examination of
men is stricter, and physical deficiencies
are no longer glossed over. Such men as
fail to come up to standard are left to
work at home, and when the man who
holds .the plough gomes up for examina-
tion, his plea for exemption is heard more
respectfully than before the food control-
ler began his work, “"The system now in
favor is to take &s many into the army
as possible, but to send those who are
needed back to the land in khaki, that
they may still carry on this important
work,-but remain subjéct to military call.
Some of these men are required to join
their regiments in slack times in the
farmer’s year, that they may be drilled
and made into soldiers, but when| the
land issues its call it is more imperative
than even that of the drill-sergeant,

This is one of the great lessons that
England has learned in the war, and the
effort will continue after peace has come.
The tractor engine has come to stay.
Farm wages have risen from twenty-five
to one hundred per cent., and will not
come down. The village ancient may
still potter along the hedges and weave
his hurdles, but the crops will be made
by men of quicker hands and more ac-
tive ¢braing than were possessed by the
Engl farm laborer of old. An impor-
tant section of the foundations of the
British ¥mpire is being relaid upon the
land, and when the repairs are complete
it will. help support the structure with
greater sureness than when ‘ecomposed
more largely of  industrial and naval
power.

(Copyright, 1918)

Fireman Seriously Injured
When He Slipped Off Truck

Galt, March 26.—In jumping on run-
ning board of ladder truck, which was
responding to an alarm, Fireman J.
“Sox’" Clark slipped and losing his grip,
was thrown under the heavy wagon, the
rear wheel of which passed over his
body. He now lies in the ‘hospital with
serious internal injuries, No bones
were broken, but he was badly bruised.
Clark, who only returned from overseas
a few months ago, iz a former well-
known lacrosse player.

CAPT. WILKES IS MARRIED.

London, March 26.—The
of Captain BurtonWilkes, Canadian
Medicals, Brantford, to Miss Mary
Mitchel, whose family reside at Len-
ham, Essex, took place at the ancient
village church, many <Canadians,
especially Brantford people, attend-
ing, including Fred. Salter, Colonels
Logie, Armstrong and Charles Nelles,
and Lieut. Kenneth Nelles.

CANADIANS GAZETTED.

London, March 26.—Lieut.. G. L.
Ziegler is gazetted a flying observer

Capts. G.- W. Anderson, M. (.
Burke, medicals, gazetted captains
Royal Medicals.

marriage

TAX RATE. INCREASED.

St. Catharines, March

26.—St.
301z mills, "an increase of 4% mills
over last year, a portion of which:is
a special levy to meet sinking fund

of the United]|
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SINCEE

Signor Torretti’s First Hour.

CHAPTER XXXIX,

The remembrance of the unpleas-
antness of the night before still ling-
ered when [ went down to breakfast,
entirely obliterating the pleasure I had
felt in the earlier part of the day.
We talked little at table, and When
we rose Mrs. Sexton said:

“You will not need me, as Signor

Torretti is coming. 1 will take the
car and do some necessary shop-
ping.”, :
I made no reply., She had not
asked if she might have the car; nor
even if I intended to use it..She had
simply stated that she would take it.
Whalt need for an answer?

But I forgot all my little annoy-
ances when 8ignor Torretti .came.
We spent a delightful hour. He was
enthusiastic over my  playing, my
technique, my’ phrasing.

“You will excel,” he

“if you desire.” g b,
“Oh, I love music!
for me to practice!”
“No? That is good.”
When Mrs. Sexton came in to lun-
cheon, she at once asked how I got
along with the Signor.
“Oh, wonderflully!” forgetting in my
enthusiasm that I had felt a grouch
toward her; that I was peeved. “He
said I would excel if I desired. He was
funny. I love music, of course I desire
to excel.’”

It is not hard

An Explanation.
“I think I know what he meant. You
are very temperamental. He feared
that you would allow other things—
your moods—to interfere.”
“That is silly.”
After we had finished luncheon MP

|come whenever I asked him.”

Sexton asked if ¥ had any plans *for
the afternoon.

“No,” I ungraciously replied.

“Suppose then, we start planning the
dinner. 1 feel none too well, myself,
today. We might go into the library
and make up the menu, or decide up-
on the decorations.’”” ' =~ %

“l should lowe to,” .then I’ noticed
that she looked ' rather white—gray,
rfather,—and had big circles under her
eyes. - “That: is, if you faei able,” I
added.

“Oh, yes, perfectly so. Altho, it
you do mot object, I might lie on the
couch while we plan. I had rather
& trying morning.” 4

“Not at all. I will bring you a soft
pillow from my room,” and paying no
attention to her objections, I ran up-
stairs and brought down a pillow and
a blanket to throw over her. I didn*
want to do anything for her, but some-
thing I could not analyze ed me.

“Thank you,” she said, as she sank
gratefuly onto the pillow and drew
the soft blanket up over herself. “Now
get a Dpencil and paper, and we'll
start that momentous dinner going.”

Omnce more [ forgot how disagreeable
she was, as, for .an hour or longer,
we discussed good things to eat, and
table decorations.

“We must remember your guests are
all young. Simplicity must be the
keynote of the .dinner. Simple
elegance,” she said, as we tatked of
one idea after another.

“Merton Gray is coming.” g

He is quite a 1lion, you

You Like Him? b,
“Yes; so they say. But he was at
Evelyn’s party and he said he would

“You likke Mr. Gray?”’

THE WOMAN WHO CHANGED

BY JANE PHELPS

“Oh, yes! immensely. He is 80
nice. One would never mistrust he:
wasn’'t just llke any of the boys I

know. - He's like my brothers.” . .

“I rather imagine you know a differ-
ent Merton Gray from the one the
rest of us know.” Y

“What do you mean?” I asked, puz-
Zled. by her' manner as well as by her
speech. ity s

“He must be a sort of Jekyll and

at any function where he was & guest,
ge ha?"? acted intolerably bored and
of i LA Al £ 3 e S s o #

“Oh, that’s because you wer: ail old-
er~oh! pandon me, but he wasn't a bit
like that at Evelyn’s. He was as jolly
as could be. It was a poverty party,
you know, and oceans of fun.”’ Xy 7

“Please -break yourself off saying
‘you know.’” I aid not know, and you
probably knew that I didnt. But tell
me all about it. I am interested, in
gpite of my cniticism,” -she had read
my resentment in my face. ’

I explained the party to her in de-
tail.~ She was quiet for a moment,
then eaid:

“Perhaps we might think up some
quaint idea for your dinner. A period
dinner of some kind, and all dress
in costume.’”’

“Oh, could you?
wonderfiul.”

“Yes, I think I could,” she smiled,
“Now Wwill you excuse me i{f I leave
you again tonight? As T told you,
I had a trying day. But I shan’t for-
get to think about your dinner.” i

She had scanrcely reached her room
before James announced Meriton Gray. .
I couldn’t help but be glad she was
not there to receive him. '

i

Tomorrow—A. Happy Bvening.

That would be

WOULD PROHIBIT FAIRS

Member For Missisquoi Gives Notice
of Motion in Favor of
Production.

[———

Ottawa, Ont, March 26—W, F.
Kay, member <or Missisquoi, Que-
has given notice of the following
proposed resolution: “That it is o® the
greatest importance that all measures
tending to increase agricultural pro-
duction or for conserving agricultural
labor, should be taken by the govern-
'ment in the interests of the allies and
of Canada’s wholehearted participa-
tion in the winning of the war, and
that as a means to this end, all ex-
hibitions and fairs thruout the coun-
try should be prohibited for the pre-
sent year.”

CALGARY BULL SALE

Two Thousand Visitors From Coun-
try Points Attend Great
Annual Event.

Calgary, March 26.—From 1500 to
2000 visitors from country points as
well as from more distant centres,
are here today for the opening of the
annual bull sale of the Alberta Cattle
Breeders’ Association, the largest
event of its kind in the world.

Hundreds of the visitors thronged

the exhibition grounds this jmorning
to inspect the animals, which are
now all placed for the commencement
of judging this.  afternoon. In all,
there are 868 bulls entered, of which
about 400 are shorthorns.
The judges are Prof. Day of the
Ontario Agricultu ollege, Guelph,
for the shorthorns, and Prof. A. A.
Dowell of the University of Alberta,
for all other breeds.- .

BURNED TO DEATH.

Swift Current, Sask., March 26.—
Charles A. MoCaffery, aged 19, was
burned to death; William Cottle, liv-
ery keeper, and Willlam White of the
Northern Crown Bank, were badly
burned in a fire which destroyed Mr.

shortages prior to 1910.

1moruing,,’.

Cottle’s house at Port Reeve Sunday

-
/

MAKE RED CROSS
THEIR OBJECTIVE
Sir Robert Borden Reads Despatch in

House Showing German
Barbarism.

Ottawa, March 26,—In the house

this afternoon &ir Robert Borden
read a message from Sir BEdward
Kemp, embodying a censured de-
spatch from Roland Hill, from the
war correspondence headquarters,
Franee, dated March 21, in which he
‘stated that .“deliberate violation of
Red Cross rules marked the opening
of the Huns’ much advertised great
western offensive. Long-range guns
of the Germans have searched out
hospitals which have been established
over two years. The two Canadian
casualty clearing stations which have
worked unceasingly thru battle storm
and NIl of more peaceful times, were
among the sufferers. The railway
siding on. which they were situated
was - considered out of the zone of
ordinary shell fire, It was known to
the Huns as a hospital centre, for, in
one of their communications ‘they
mention the fact they had bombarded
it as reprisal for dropping of bombs
on one of their hospitals.”

The despatch goes on to say that
it is hard to make an operating hut)
light proof, so the -Hun 'bombers
night after night drop their bombs
around hospitals, Under such condi-,
tions Canadian nurses and British
stuck it thru the great battle which-
ended with our troops winning Pass-
chendaele, altho ‘some of them finally
had to be sent south to where there
was a rest haven for nurses.

Mr. Hill in his despatch refers to
“those steel-nerved girls from the
Dotnhinion, who deftly act as surgeon’s
extra right hand here in these oper-
ating theatres along the front, where,
a second lost means 2 difference be-
tween life and death.”

OVERSEAS CHAPLAIN
fS APPOINTED RECTOR

Rev. H. F. D. Woodcock, Late of Oak
ville, to- Fill Vacancy at St -
George's, s

Guelph, March 26.—The vacancy’ in
the rectorship of St. George's Angli-
can Church in this city caused by the
resignation of Archdeacon Davidson,
who accepted 4 call to Regina, has
been filled by the appointment of Rev.
H. F. D. Woodcock, M.A, rector 02
St. Jude's Church, Oakville,. The ap-
pointment was announted lere today
by His Lordship the Bishop of
Niagara, who came up to confer the
order of confirmation on a large class
of candidates. Rev. Mr. Woodcock is
at present chaplain to the Canadian
forces in France but is expected to
return. :

The new rector is a son of Canon °
¥. D. Woodeock, rector of Trinity
Church, Brockville.: He graduated
from Trinity College, Toronto, in 1902,
where 'he received his B. A, degree,
securing his M. A. degree the follow-
ing year. In 1904 he was ordained
by the Bishop of Ontario’ and took
charge of the mission o Westport. In
1908, he went to Brantford.as assist-
ant to Ven. Archdeacon Mackenzie,
rector of Grace .Church, Brantford,
and from:there he.went. to St. Jude's
Church, OQakville, as. rector.

HAS SUFFERED BREAKDOWN
COL. SAM SHARPE IS IN HOSPl
TAL IN ENGLAND.

Ak i

Ottawa, March ;26.—The Jourmi,
says: Col. Sam Sharpe, commander
of the Central Ontario Battalion and
member for North Ontario, has suf-
fered a nervous breakdown and is iB
a hospital in England. His eonditios
is pot considered serious.

_FORM BRANCH IN OTTAWA.

PTE. HARMAN REPRIEVED.

London, March 26.—Private George
Harman of the Canadian forces, sen-
tenced to death for the murder of a
barmaid, has been reprieved,

army and navy Veterans in Canada f
to be formed in Ottawa at an early
date. It will not conflict in any way &
with the Great War Veterans’ Asso= 3
ciation.

‘.

Hyde individual. Wheniever'1 have beeir’

Ottawa, March 26.—A branch of the &
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