
The Cactus Blooms

Can she sweep a kitchen floor,

Charming Billy f "

**Miss Bell says for you to come
down to the office," announced a little

girl, coming up the steps. ** There 's a
lady there and a baby.'*

Lovey Mary paused in her work, and
a shadow passed over her face. Just
three years ago the same summons had
come, and with it such heartaches and
anxiety. She pulled down her sleeves
and went thoughtfully down the steps.

At the office door she found Mrs. Red-
ding talking to Miss Bell.

*'We leave Saturday afternoon,'' she
was saying. **It 's rather sooner than
we expected, but we want to get the
baby to Canada before the hot weather
overtakes us. Last summer I asked two
children from the Toronto home to
spend two weeks with me at our summer
place, but this year I have set my heart
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