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abstraction. We, on our side, are individuals

with living sensibilities. What comes to us in

the shape of a mere bloodless policy may pierce

into the very core of our life, may threaten the

whole future of our people with a perpetual help-

lessness of emasculation, and yet may never touch

the chord of humanity on the other side, or touch

it in the most inadequately feeble manner. Such
wholesale and universal acts of fearful responsi-

bility man can never perform, with such a degree

of systematic unawareness, where he is an indi-

vidual human being. These only become pos-

sible where the man is represented by an octopus

of abstractions, sending out its wriggling arms in

all directions of space, and fixing its innumerable

suckers even into the far-away future. In this

reign of the nation, the governed are pursued by
suspicions

; and these are the suspicions of a tre-

mendous mass of organized brain and muscle.

Punishments are meted out, leaving a trail of

niiseries across a large bleeding tract of the human
heart; but these punishments are dealt by a -nere

abstract force, in which a whole population of a

distant country has lost its human personality.
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