
true, though it ha« often been etaffid. The tlvo in regard to the Legiilative Council

I,

Governor General offered that office lo a
friend and dtfendcr of the lute (/ouncillum

;

but not to an opponent. The gentleman with
whom the Governor General first conversed
respecting that oflice, having declined being
a nominee for it, his Excellency intended to

have conferred with a genllennin whom the
Jate Councillors hove representi-d as theirop-
ponent—a gentleman who had not only been
• member but a speaker of the House of As-
sembly—who had long been a Judire of the
Supreme Court of the land—whj had bet-n

elevated to the Legislative Council during
the incumbency of the late Councillors them-
selves^who had only dilfered with them on
onequeslion— the Seat of Government— and
who had made a far less elaborate and less

vehement speech against them on that ques-
tion than the Chairman of the Toronto Asso-
ciation himself. But the Honorable Judge
Sherwood had left Kingston, and his Excellen-
cy's intended conversation with him never
took place.—But will the reader believe it ?—
and 1 state it advisedly, upon the beat author-
ity—the Governor General himself, in the
interviews on the memorable Friday and Sa-
turday, stated this fact to his late Councillors,
in all the frankness of an upright and inge-
nuous man ; and they now lay hold of what
his Excellency himself informed them he had
intended to do, as a charge against him tliat

he has violated the constitution of Canada !

Let it also be borne in mind, that the
Speakership of the Legislative Council has
never yet been determined or even held tu be
a political office ; that it was determined
otherwise in the appointment which Lord
Sydenham had made ; that it is a very grave,
as well as undefined question, whether the
Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Council are to be the mere nominees of the
House of Assembly, through ili responsible
representatives in the Executive Council :

whether in that case the Legislntive Council
would be a third estate of the Canadian
realm, or the mere echo of the House of As-
sembly ; whether under such circumstances,
it would not be more honourable to be a mem-
ber of the House of Assembly than to be a
member of the Legislative Council; whether
ia such a case, the Legislative Council would
be worth having; whether the Legislative
Council ought not to be as independent of the
House of Assembly, as the House of Assem-
bly ii of the Legislative Council ; whether,
in all the appointments relating lo the Legis,
lative Ceuncil, the principle of its own inde-
pendence of the Assembly ought not lo be
recognized and acted upon; whether thia
grasping after patronage indicated in those
declamations about the appointment of a
Speaker to the Legislative Council, is not
another proof of the desire and effort of the
late Councillors to get every branch of the
Constitution under Iheir own feet; whether it

would not have appeared more dignified, und
constitutional, and liberal for them to have
avowed, that they desire to interfere as little

as pojiible with the cxerciM of the Preroga-

that as they had brought in a bill with a pfo-
fi'ssed view to secure the independence of one
branch of the Legislature, they wished to act
upon the same principles in regard to the
other co-ordinale branch.
There is, however, an important and exclu-

sive fact, relative to tlie appointment of Speak-
er of the Legislative Council, which has not
yet been adverted to. The appointment ha-

ving been referred to in the Legislative Coun-
cil after it look place, Mr. Sullivan informed
that Honourable body, in explanation and
justification of'the proceeding, that his Excel-
lency's advisers had laid before him the names
of several gentlemen, as acceptable to them
for that office, and amongst those names was
that of the Honourable gentleman whom his

Excellency had been pleased lo appoint.

—

This proceeding look place more than a fort-

night before the resignation, during V/hich
time no dissatisfaction was expressed to his

Excellency or the Legislature on the subject.
After having thus continued in office ; thus
by silence (at least lo his Excellency and to

the Legislature) concurred in what he had
done

;
after having explained it lo the Coun-

cil and to the country in satisfactory and
approving terms, the late advisers, as scon as
they lire out of office, arraign his Excellency
before the country, for a proceeding to which
themselves had thus been acquiescing and
approving parties, 'i his ia another example
of political repudiation unparalleled in con-
stitutional history, and only equalled by those
similar acts of the late Councillors, that 1

pointed out in the fourth number of this argu-
ment.
There is still another act of the Governor

General which has been reiterated times
without number as damaging to tlii* influence
of the late Councillors. It is the appoint-
ment of Mr. Powell, as Clerk of the Peace in
Dalhousie District. This is their great case,
which determined them to go to his Excel-
lency with their demands. Now, although
the merits of this or any other appointment
has nothing to do with the great question at
issue, yet as the late Councillors have select-
ed it as their strongest example against the
conduct of his Excellency, 1 have no objec-
tion to join issue with them on this single
case, and leave the country to judge between
them and the Governor General. What I

shall now state respecting this case is derived
from a supporter of the late ministry, and from
a gentleman of the Johnstown District of the
highest respectability—a free church Presby-
terian, a man of most liberal sentiments, who
accompanied the widowed mother of Mr.
Powell, from Brockville to Kingston, on her
journey there to apply for the vacant office in
question, to be given to her only surviving
son, on whom she and two daughters were
entirely depending fur the necessaries of life.

It should be observed that the rival applicant
for oiiice, wiio was recommended by tiie late

Councillors, was not in necessitous circum-
stances that the father of Mr. Powell had come
from Ireland into the Balhurst District with


