
PREFATORY NOTE.

i

The >s,K.cial ohjcct in p„l.lishin;,r , cataL.jrue of the - Davenpct
ncrhanu.n ,s t„ make its claims upon the cnsidcration „f col-
lectors more widely known.
The herharium now contains specimens of every authentic species

ot the terns at present known to inhabit North America, north of
Mexico 3et some of the rarer species are i.nperfectly represented,
and lack those esse.itials of jrood herharium specimen's, caudex and
'oots.

1 hese I am anxious to improve, and also to complete the
collection, as or>j,nnally planned, hy the addition of copious suites
ot specmiens w.th caudex and roots, from widely ditVerent localities
s.) as to exhibit the plants in all sta-es of their development, as it is
only by a caret.d study and comparison' of the specimens in such •,

collectum that a correct knowledge of the diHerent species can be
ohtamed.

Fuller suites of the ferns of Texas, Arixona and New Mexico, and
also ot the rarer species from Califor.iia and Florida, are particnlarlv
desired, and such specimens are earnestly solicited.

I have endeavored as far as possible to bring this Catalo-ue into
contorm.ty with l>rof. Eaton's work on the -Ferns of North Amer-
.ca and have o.dy ventured to dirter from that distinguished author-
ity when specal investigations have led me to adopt opinions which,
ni justice to myself, I feel obliged to retain.

I fully appreciate Prof. Eaton's great knowledge of ferns and his
superior facilities for the determination of specimens, which make
.t pleasauter always to coincide with his views, and I desire to record
Here my high regard for his judgment.

r am greatly indebted to him. and to my friend Mr. Robinson for
unitormly kind encouragement, without which it is doubtful if I
should have ventured so tUr in the direction in which I have been
working, and for which this acknowledgement seems to me a verv
poor return.
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