
2 HII^ORY aP NORTH A^fERICA.

The coast is sandy, the northern parts rough and mountainous^
but the soil of the interior is generally rich, composed of black
mould, reddish loam, or friible clays;^ which yield grain and
frurt of an excellent quality, and in great abundance. The low
lands, along the Genessee river, embracing a surface of 60,000
acres, are remarkably fertile. The drowned,, or marshy lands in
Orange county, contain about 50,000 acres, which are overflow-
ed after heavy riaihsin the spring season. In 1808, a company
was incorporated for the purpose of draining them. The soil of
this county is a moist clay, with small stones intermixed, or a
gravelly loam.

Temperature.—In a country, which extends from the ocean,
over a space of five degrees of latitude, the climate is naturally
colder near the northern extremity, but this effect is found to be
modified by the influence of the great waters of the interior.

The temperature, near the borders of Lake Erie, is found to be
milder than in the same latitude en the Atlantic Ocean, as ap-
pears from the growth ofthe peach, and other fruit trees, which
thrive so well, that they are cultivated by all the farmers. The
winter usually begins about the Ist of December, and continues
till the 10th or 1 2th of March, 'though subject to sudden chan-
ges

; and the cold has sometimes been known to prevail beyond
that period. On the 19th of May 1816, snow fell at Pittsburgh
six inches in depth, and the inhabitant^ were seen to travel in
sledges

j but this is considered an uncommon event.

The temperature of the coldest springs near New York is 54®
at the depth of thirty feet, and nearly on a level with the ocean.

Lakes —The great lakes of this state have been already de-
scribed in our general description of American waters. Long
Island Sound, HO miles in length, and from three to twenty-
five in breadth, communicates with the ocean at each extremity,

affording ^ fine navigation for the largest vessels. New York
Bay is nine miles in length, and four in breadth, and opens into

the Hudson river on the north. The tide rises about six feet at

the city of New York. The smaller lakes will he described in

connexion with the rivers which flow throygh them.

Ji'wers,—The chief rivejs are the Hudson or North river, and
lh.e Mohawk, its great western branch. The Mohawk rises near
Oneida lake, eight miles from Black river, and runs a south-east

,«uu>59 of about iSp.ji^iJUa^^to its junction with the Hudson,


