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Iquadrons was eflfe^teti at Rochelle. Their deftint*

Hon was to the Eaft Indies and to Canada, and

their c<|iiiiMnent of this fqiiadron was no fecret

m England. As it threatened the deftrwftion of

oiir Afian, as \vell as our American lettlements,

the admirals Anfon and Warren failed from Ply*

mouth to Cape Finiflerrc, on the coaft of Galicia,

ir.d
'• May met with the French fquadron, which

Irnnnedia'-ely formed a line of battle, confifting of

their chief Ihips of war, while the others, under

the protedion of their frigates^ made all the fail

they could to the place of their deftination. The

Englilh ihips were likewife drawn up j but Warren,

obferved, that the real defign of the French was

rather to fly than fight ; and therefore he pcrfuaded

Anfon, to haul in the fignal for the line, and to

lioift out one fbr the chace. After an obftinate con-

teft, the Englilh proved the vidtors, the enemy hav*

mg loft fix of their men of war, and all their India

vefll'ls, and a vaft number of Frenc'imen were

made prifoners ; feven hundred of them were killed

and wounded ; and the Englilh loft about five hun-

dred. This defeat totally deftroyed all the hopes

Ramezay, had entertained of reducing Nova Scotia,

and he returned to Canada, not a little chagrined at

the dreadful ifliie of the encounter.

A fcheme had been formerly laid for put*

chafing fomc lands from the Outawas upon the

River Ohioj a projea: which proved very difagree*

able to the French, becaufe it was likely to inter-

fere with their MiflilTippi fcheme; but it was not

carried into execution; on the coiitraq-, the French

cre<fted


