
DRHTRIPTIVR OROORAPHY. Part Itl.

•re full (>r (I(>(>)i. iiitri('ntr<, nnil \vihmIc(1 <lclilcH. An llii'ir hrimclirn, dividinf^ into low IiiIIh of

viiriril llir?n, toiii'li ii|)<pii llic lino pliiiiiH nionjj tlio MfMlilcrniniMiii, they priHluco a viirifty of

1)rij;lit ntid xiiuliiijf Hcciie*, wliich cnlitlo Italy to Im) coiiHidcrcMl an llio |)oculmr tcgMu of

Inndi*oii|)<\ In the Hnithi'rn <iiiiirti'r tlii'V nxBiiiiii' n vrry forinidiiido mid volcnnic clinriictor,

p<«iriii(( d(>liiy;i'H of biiriiiii;x l"va fniiii tlio conn of VoMUviiiK, mid coiivniHin;^ Caliibria witli

tlio iiioxt torriliic ••;irtlitiuiiki'H. Tlii'ir aHpoi-t in tlinl rouiitrv in jHTidiiirly foriiiidablo and

rujri^pd (./?«. Ii;W.). Hryoiid tht' Htniil.H of MoHsinn, wlicro they prcrtciit Id llin iimriiHT thi-

poriioim ioriuH of Scvlla niid Clmrvlidin, tlicy cover Sicily with ttiounlainx, amonjf which thr

cclobritcd pcnk of i-Iiria (Jjf. d'M.) rinos to a hci({lit wliich only the Alps can Hiirpa.-iH, while

It tlirciWH out, amid the miowm, volcanic

criiptiiiim QH rcmarkublo as thoMO uf Vc-

BUvniH,

Tho plains of Italy nre ns rcnmrkablo for

their extreme beauty as tho moimtiiins fot

their Kriindour. The most extensive is that

of the I'o, or of liOmbnrdy, between the

Alps and Apennineo, which, bcinjr profusely

watered, lii;fhly cultivated, and under a

gonial climate, is, perhaps, tho richest ami

most productive rcjjion in Kuropc. The
Apennines, in their course southward

throuirh tho centre of Italy, divide it into

two plains, of which that on tho east is

narr(3W, and often crossed by branches from

the main ridge, which present their bold clifls to the Adriatic. On reaching tho Neapolitan

territory, tho plain becomes wiiler and more fertile, being covered with rich pastures anil

vast plantations of olives. IJut it is on tho western side that Nature most profusely disploys

her beauties, anil that the grand seats of civilisation and jiower linvo been established. Tfie

Tuscan champaign is scarcely considered ns composed of more than two broad valleys, those

of Florence and of I'isa; but 1\\q' Campaffnn Fdicc of Naples, the voluptuous environs of

11

Mount Kina.
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