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ill llio man, and, ])ationtly listening to Iiis story, pro-

t'cwlcd, as it fell from his lips, to put it upon paper.

'J'his autobiograjtliy was thus })ro(luced, and was the

result of some montlis' labor in the winter of 1854-55.

In prosecuting the task, tlie autlior has in no instance

departed trom tlie story of the narrator, but it was taken

ddwn literally as it was trom day to day related. Beck-

wourth kej)t no journal, and, of course, relied upon his

nunnory alone ; consequently dates arc often wanting,

which it was impossible to give with accimicy when

recurring to events transpiring in the course of very

many years. I^cckwourth is personally known to

thousands of people " living on both sides of the

mountains," and also, from his service under the United

States government, has enjoyed the acquaintance of

many officers of the United States Army, who have

been stationed in Florida, Mexico, and California. In

liis long residence with the Indians he adopted their

habits, and was in every respect conformed to their

ways : the consequence was, from his gv jat courage

and superior mental endowments, he rose rapidly in

their estimation, and linally became their chief. As

an Indian, therefore, he speaks of their customs, and

describes their characteristics ; and probably, from his

autobiography, wc have more interesting particulars

tJian were ever before given of the aborigines.

Bcckwoiirtli, after ten thousand adventures, finally

bi'came involved in the stream that set toward the Pa-

cific, and, almost unconsciously, he established a home
in one of the pleasant valleys that border on Feather

River. Discovering a pass in the mountains that

rreatlv facilitated omio:rants in reaching* California, hi.-;
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