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tfter the report of Major Waloott, the S«leotOoiiiiiiitte«ooDsid«risg'the ball
'
' omIom and ohimeriodi," tto furtiisr taial was aooordMl. Tlie o(Haical ball

question was tiraii onoe more doomed to obliriw.

In proceM of time the fiabtilons nmgea of the " Oaraibine A Tige" were
fceMTd of, juid when it waa ascertained that the Ff«aoh riflemen potted the

gunners on the ramparti of Rome irith each n^idity that they oonld not

stand to their gtms befbm a rifle nearly a mile distant, tiie cone shape

once more tnm^ up, and Oaptain Mbiid came forward as the champion of

Uie old expanding ball. The toeoin of war was sounded in the Bast ; the

publlo were crying alond for British arms to be put npon an equ^dity with

thoM of foreign armies : ^e nterans who had earned th^ laurels under
poor old "Brown Bear' staok faithfully to her in her death-stmggle, and
dMjpped a ttM* oter the triamph of neW'Cuigled notions.

ui the middle of last centory Lientenant-Qeberal Ftekei's ball was
thrown aside ; at the end of the oentnry, Mr. Stanton's shared the same
fikte ; Mr. €hreener's followed in 18S6 with eqnal ill saooess ; Oaptain

Minid'fl had a short reign, and was in tarn supoMded by the more solid

and superior ball now in n«e, and for which the eountiy is indebted to tbe
experimental perseverance of Mr. Fritchett ; and if ever things obtain

their right namei, the weapon of the British army will be oalled the Prit-

oh«tt ball and not the Wtbii rifle ; bnt as the world pers^'ts in cdling the

Missouri the Missisdppi, 1 snppoee the British pnbllc wui behave equally

ihabbily by Mr. Pritohett. The reader will judge for himself of the r»>

Q)ective <»editdtte to the various persons through whose ingeniuty we have
at length sneceeded in obtaining the present efficient ball, we wouacU frum

which are more firightful than pen can portray.

There is, however, one lesson which we shonld leam firom the great

opposition there has be«a to the introdnction of the conical ball, and that

is, the adt^antage of retuod^ing the department to whidi snok inventions

are referred. The forcing remarks appear to me oouoludve evidence that

the testing of fire^armn should not be left to i^^ and experience alme.

Prejudice is all but inseparaMe from age—young and fkwh blood is a
powterful auxiliury. What I would suggest is, that there should be a spe*

dal «xambiation to qualify offiews of tiie eng^«ers imd artillery to sit in

judgment on so impMtant a subject as arms Mid misules ; and I would
then propose that two officers of the former corps, a^ five «f the latter, be

selected from those below the rank of fleld'oiker, to krta. a separate and
juAior Board, and that each Board should tend in ito own report. The
method of selection which I would suggest is by ballot or votie of ikos»

officers of the same MAk in their resMCtive corps \ iot I ML aure that

those who line most t<^ether i»e the best acquainted with one ano<^er'a

talents. If two Boards are objedtionabie, form one Baud, of which one>

hi^ shall be of the junior rank ; and if ^ey be equally <tivided in opinion,

let the hi^r anthMity tn^pi^nt an umpire »nd order a second tdal.

Remember how long the now all-but-fergotten **Brown Bess" kept the

fli^d against t^e adversuy yrhick has tdnce proved her inuneasurafole

superior ; and let the future prove that past experiecsoe has not%een entirely

tiirown away. Trials may be I»ouMwmi«, hA officers tare paid for taking

tt^uble ; aM the ingenuil^ of inventors wUl always ht qvicktned in pro-


