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fink towards tlie refugees, it did towards thi^

country." Candour ought frankly to confefs^ That

it was to have been expefle^d of men, who had

given mutual wounds and received mutual injuries,

that they would not foon forgive or forget one

another. And from thisa£iivc principle of human

nature wife men early inferred, what experience

feems to have proved, that the treaty, in refpe£l to

the recovery of confifcalions, would never be exe-

cuted. Governments, at lead ancient ones, have

learned to fupprefs pafTion, which would difable

them from difcharging tliofe efiential duties, the

reftraining of the relentments of individuals, and

the granting of ur.iverfal right. In this confiderate

fpirit Great Britain has a61ed fmce the epoch of

independence, with refpe£l to the United States.

What returns the American Governments have

made in thofe cooler cales, wherein their fenfe of

injury did not lead their Legiliatures aflray, it is

now proper to alk.

The treaty of peace (as we all know) exprefsly

flipulated, ihat there Jliould be no lazojul impediment

io ike recoTjeTy of Debts, en either Jidc. It required,

as it is laid, no fmall addrefs and perfeverance to

procure this lalutary flipulation from a people, who

have never been famous for facilitating payment of

debts. And the time is now come, when wc ought

to inquire how they have pei formed it. In Geor-

gi.a, the Chief Juftice, with his affociates, deter-

mined ; as haih been already evincedj that a Britifti

"Merchant, being an dXitnJriend^couXd not maintain

an


