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by that Power, for the neceflary fupport of the

State.
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Why it has been fo generally received as a

maxim, in this country. That Taxation ancj

Reprefcntation are infeparable, requires to be fur-

ther explained. Men little acquainted with the

Conftitution, derived the opinion from their find-

ing that it is the indifputable right of the Com-

mons, that all grants of fubfidies and parlia-

mentary aids fhould originate in their Houfe. But

though they firll bellow thofe fubfidies and aids,

their grants, as has been already obferved, have no

efFed without the aflent of the other two branches

of the Legiflature. The common reafon given for

this exclufive privilege is, That as the fupplies

are railed upon the body of the people, the people

only ought to have the right of taxing themfelves.

This argument would have been conclufive, if the

Commons taxed none but thofc by whofe fuffrages

they obtained their feats in Parliament. But it

has appeared, that more than f».ven millions of

people, befides the Peers, who are in pofl'eirion of

fo large a Ihare of property in the kingdom, have

no voice in the election of the Members who fit in

the Lower Houfe. The Comn^ons, therefore,

and their Conftltuents not being the (jw/y perfcns

taxed, the former cannot pofllbly have the only

right
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