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liged to their Landlord. By thefe Means chiefly are

Things come to fuch a PaIs, that fcarce a Peer, or

a Gcntlenian, hath any Influence in the Kingdom,
but what he derives purely from his Reputation,

and the good WiU which the Opinion of his Inte-

grity and Virtue may procure him among the Peo-

ple: And thus is it, that all the military Power in

the Nation is come at laft to center in the Crown.

As to the civil Power, it did not at firft receive

rnu-h Alteration by the Conqueft* Lords of Ma,-

nors continued toexcrcile their Jurifdidtion over their

Vafifals in ail civil and criminal Matters as ufual,

c.ipiral Cifcs not excepted : Thel-Jundred and Coun-

ty-Courts, and the Sheriff's Tottrn (till fubfided, with

their formL-r Jurifdidions. The Lords of Counties

Palatine had as much Authority independant of the

Crown in civil Matters, as they had in Military ;

and Mr. Madox tells us in his Baronia Anglica^ pag.

154, " That fevcral of the I^rds of the Marches

enjoyed great Franchifes in their Seigneuries, and
even a Regality which made their Seigneuries

look like Palatinates, e. g. They had the firft

Cognizance of all Caufes and Plaints within their

Lordlhips ; they had their Chancery, Jufticiers

and other great Officers, with an extenfivc Jurif-

didtion belonging to the chief Court of their Ho-
" nour." There lay an Appeal indeed from thefe-

to the King's Court -, but it could not be admitted

there without bting paid for, and the Fines were

lc)metimes heavy enough. There were for this Reafon

the fewer Appeals ; and they were generally Gentle-

men of Quality and Edates that brought their Dif-

putes thither to be detefmined : The common Peo-

ple had Juftice done them nearer Home. The Con-
queror's Grants had been very extcnfive. Hundreds
of Manors being in many Cafes granted to one

Perlbn ; but thefe vafl Eftates coming to be ihared

among feveral Co-heirs, or Parcels thereof conveyed
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