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building was a barn-liko stmcturc, looking

as if it were the work of the villagers

combined, like a log-house in a new set-

tlcment. My attention was caught by the

double advertisements in French and Eng-
lish fastened to its posts, by the formality

of the English, and tlie covert or open

reference to their queen a' d the British

lion. No gcntlemaiily conduct 'V appeared,

none whom you would know to be the

conductor by his dress and demeanor;

but, ere long we began to see hero and

there a solid, red- faced, burly-looking Eng-
lishman, a little pursy perhaps, who made
us ashamed of ourselves and our thin and

nervous countr)rmen—a grandfatherly per-

.=ionage, at home in his great-coat, who look-

ed as if he might be a stage proprietor, cer-

tainly a railroad director, and knew, or had
a right to know when the cars did start.

Then there were two or three pale-faced,

black-eyed, loquacious Canadian French

f^entlemen there, shrugging their shoul-

ilcrs
;
pitted as if they had all had the

small-pox. In the meanwhile some sol-

diers, red-coats, belonging to the barracks

near by, were turned out to be drilled.

At every important point in our route the

soldiers showed themselves ready for us

;

though they were evidently rather raw
recruits here, they manoeuvred far better

than our soldiers
; yet, as usual, I heard

some Yankees speak as if they were as

p;reat shakes, and they had seen the Acton
IJhies manoeuvTe as well. The oilicers

s{x)ke sharply to them, and appeared to bo

doing their part thoroughly. I heard one,

><uddenly coming to the rear, exclaim, " Mi-
(•hacl Donothy, take his name !" Though
I could not see what the latter di«l or

omitted to do, it was whispered that Mi-
chael Donothy would have to suiler for

that. I heard some of our party dis-

cussing the possibility of their driving

those troops off the field with their um-
hrelhus. 1 thought that the Yankee,
though undisciplined, had this advantage
at least, that he especially is a man who,
everywbere and under all circumstances, is

fully resolved to better his condition es-

sentially, and therefore he could ailbrd to

Ik; l)eatl'n at first ; while the virtue of the

Irishman, and to a great extent the Eng-
lishman, consists in merely maintaining his

ground or condition. The Canadians here,

a rather poor-looking race, clad in grey

homespun, which gave thorn the apiKiu-
.ance of being covered with dust, wore
riding about in caleches and small oiio-

horsc carts called charettes. The Yimkoos
assumed that all the riders were racing,

or at least exhibiting the paces of their

horses, and saluted them accordingly. Wo
saw but little of the village hero, for nobody
could tell us when the cars would start;

thatwas kept a profound secret, perhaps for

political reasons ; and therefore wo were tied

to our scats. The inhabitants of St. John's
and vicinity are described by an English

traveller as "singularly unprepossessing
''

and before completing his period he ac'.ds

"besides, they are generally very much
disaffected to the British crown." I sus-

pect that that " besides" sliould have been

a because.

At length, about noon, the cars began to

roll towards La Prairie. The whole dis-

tance of fifteen miles was over a remark-
ably level country, resembling a western
prairie, with the mounttiins about Cham-
bly visible in the north-east. This novel,

but monotonous scenery, was exciting. At
La Prairie wo first took notice of the tin-

ned roofs, but above all, of the St. Law-
rence, which looked like a lake ; in fact it

is considerably expanded here ; it was
nine miles across diagonally to Montreal.

Mount Royal in the rear of the city and
the island of St. Helen's opposite to it,

were now conspicuous. We could also

sec the Sault St. Louis about five miles up
the river, and the Sault Vorruan still fai'-

ther eastward. The former are described

as the most considerable rapids in the St.

Lawrence ; but we could see merely a

gleam of light there as from a cobweb in

the sun. Soon the city of Montreal was
discovered with its tin roofs shining afar.

Their reflections fell on the eye like a clash

of cymbals on the ear. Above all the

church of Notrc Dame was conspicuous,

and luion the Bonsecours market-house,

occupying a commanding position on the

quay, in the rear of the shipping. This

city makes the more favorable impres-»

pion from being approached by water, and
also being built of stone, a grey limestone

found on the island. Here, after travel-

ling directly inland the whole breadth of

Now England, we had struck upon a city's

harbor—it made on me, the impression of

a seaport—to which ships of six hundred
tons can ascend, and where vessels draw-
ing fifteen feet lie close to the wharf five

hundred and forty miles from the Gulf;

the St. Lawrence being here two miles

wide. There was a great crowd assem-

bled on the ferry-boat wharf, and on the

quay, to receive the Yankees, and flags of

all iHiIors were streaming from the vessels

to colobrato their arrival. When the gun
was fired, the gentry hurrahed again and
again, and then the Canadian caleche

drivers, who were most interested in the

matter, and who, I perceived, were sepa-

rated from the former oy a fence, hur-

rahed their welcome ; first the broadcloth,

then the homespun.
It was early in the afternoon when wc

Bt«>pped ashore, with a single companion.
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