
in

3!

\i
I

li

;

li

I

66 Recent Travellers in North America.

If ;i

or No Slavery lies at the bottom of some of the most vital political

moves of the day. It is to rivet their superiority, or at least to

form themselves into a powerful dominion, that the Southern States

steadily, though cautiously, ajrilate for the occupation of Cuba ;*

it is to secure the triumph of the Free system that the North lonji^s

for the annexatii'n of Canada. It is not a little due to this op-

position of interests that tlu; indolent Dons still hold jiossession

of the (^ucen of the Antilles ; and, after the California debate,

it is bevond all question that tlu; voice of the; South would

be veheinently raised aj^ainst any attempt to annex the British

Provinces.

Althoufrh, in theory, the federal compact is a voluntary uni(m

of sovereiirn States, which may be dissolved whenever even one

of them thinks its interest will be promoted by the separa-

tion; yet, wiicn an enu'rj2:cncy arrives, llie majority, if larjjie, may
be exjH'cted to resist sue h a separation by force of arms. Such,

at least, is the comnum impulse of mankind in like circumstances
;

and siuh in fact was the a\ow('d expectation of many even in the

Northern States whom Mr. Johnston heard spc>ak ujxm the sub-

ject. ' It amused me,' he sa\s, ' to hear men in (me brtvith talk

of annexinjj^ Canada and Nova Scotia, and threaten ven<icance

against the traitor States which should break up the integrity

of the Uni(m !' Will there be an armed struggle between the

North and South ? And if so, may not the exigencies of such

a contest demand a Dictator instead of a President—nay, gradually

rear uj) a royalty in the chosen domain of democracy ? This is

pecvdlarly probable with respect to the Souther?^ States, both from

the naturally aristcxratic feelings of the people, and from the

greater peril of their j)osition—exposed alike to hostility witl.out

and treachery witiiin—to tiu; hatred, open or disguised, of VV hite

and Black. Will there be tiiat horror of horrors, a servile war?
Profiting by the strife of rival States, will the Negroes battle tluMr

way to freedom, and <-stablish an African Government amid the

sons of .laphet y Never, in our day, unless aided by the North-
erns ; and dare the New i^nghinders fight with such a pois(med

we wire a ]iart, and at the gldiioiis sun, our l)li'Ssi'(l Uiudp, aioiiiid wliicli we all re-

volve. IJiit the " lair yoiin^,' t'ortii witli llasliiiu^ j^eiiis" sliiiiing aroiiiiil lier Ijiow lias

taken iier seat ainiin<^ tiie stany siaterliotxl; and iier presence, tree, iiiitraiiiineled, and
itiipieJiKliced, must liave a sootliiii^' ellect n|i(iii tlie jiassions nl'lier separated sisters,'

i'erailventure the grand sahle Ewp'uc itself is not exempt iVoin danger. • If Hayti
gets into a collision willi the United States,' says an American puj;er. in reference

to a recent and perhaps still ))endiiig disagreement, ' it will Ije a serious matter for

Faustiii, as there are sevont dd ncorea tluit will hi; iripa' out at the saiitc lime.' Tlie

ULhabitants of a country are not ahvays of inimediale value to a concjueior; but tlie

slave gentry of the Soullicru States would lind a mint of money in St. Domingo.
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