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inferred, how little the inhabitants themfelves can be

reckoned upon, for the defence of their Coafts ; and the

facility which is prefented to any ftrangcrs to fettle

upon them, without danger of meeting with oppofition ;

more particularly, if they (hould attempt to land to the

Northward, in the celebrated Ports of San Diego and

Monterrey ; a cafe that might bring with it fatal con-

fcquences, as they might take pofleflion of the Lands,

and fortify themfelves, without ary information reaching

Government, or if it did, too late to prevent irreparable

lofs.

Upon the South Sea, in the whole that fronts the

Coafts of New Spain^ no other VcflHs arc known, hut

the Packet Boats, lately conftru£led at San Bias, and

two othcfb, of fmall burden, which fervcd the expelled

Miliionarys of California, for communicating with the

neighbouring and oppofitc Coafts, of Sonora and Neiu

Gallcla : in thcfc few Vcfllls confift the u hole Maritime

Force that could be oppofcd to all foreign invallons.

Confidcring then the orders received, and the fmalJ

aftiftance that Province could yield, know ing equally that

the beft means could not Ix: immediately employed, Don

Jofepb de Gahcz did not give up the undertaking in which

he was engaged ; on the contrary, he overcame, by per-

ievcrance, the diflicultics, overlooking the inconvcniencies.

lie perceived the iiccellity of fettling the dilcovereJ

part of California with utcful people, capable ot" eul-

tivatin^ the Lands, of pioiuing by the rich produdioua
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