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S.r JOHN THOMPSON. I feel that It Is

Sue to the House, consideriDg the great iu-

tc- ',38t manifested in this question by the
f'scusslon wo have had here during several
^;s, that I should express myself l)riefly

upon the points brought out. There is

kdsonableness in the desire of hon gentle-
jr.en to knoiw the views of the Governiaent, in

>o far as they can with propriety be express-
^\ on a question of great importance like

thlH, even as a mere motion to bring down
tho papers. At the same time, I beg to say, in

a preliminary way, that In my Judgment it

is better that the question, at the present
time, should be very sparingly discussed ;

and, as far as I am concerned, I beg to in-

timate to the House, at the outset, that I

do not intend to enter upon any exhaustive
discussion of it to-day, nor even to moke
what I would consider, myself, a fuU de-
fem-e of the position of the Government.
T.1C reason for that is perfectly obvious.
T > I great extent the quMtton, in lo far at
1 \&;it as it relates to the North-wwt, is one
untit^r consideration ; and ttt this fllace what
:uay be Incautiously said "Wttb regard to it

,.ii:iy affect seriously the ..ytiHt at the consid-
1 .lUon which the subjMt la receiving. As

lueiibers of the House hare beodoe already
Tiire, through the prMs aMA tlumigh the
' .nervations in this Wont^ MM Govern-

•)it>nt have made a requift t» Ife* Xteutenant

Governor of the Territories to convey to
the Legislature of the Territories the great
desire felt by His Excellency and his ad-
visers—and, I am sure, very widely shared
in this country—that the Legislature of the
North-west Territories should reconsider
the whole subject of education, with a
view to giving redress to any grievances
whicli exist there, and with a view like-
wise to giving any safeguards which are

' needed In ordra- to make any por-
tion of the people feel that their rights
are well safeguarded and preserved.
If, therefore, at the present time, members
of the Government especially, should enter
upon an elaborate discussion of the question,
or upon a review of all that has transpired
in this debate, we might find that the posi-
tion of one side or the other had been serious-
ly prejudiced by that course. For example,
if we committed ourselves to opposition to the
Ordinance of the Territories we might find
that no serious grievances existed worthy of
being made the basis of a complaint to the
Legialatm'e ; on the other hand, if we warmly
espoused the statement of gilerances that
has already been made, we might raise a
feeling of resentment among the people of
the TerritOTies on the ground that we had, to
a great extent, prejudged the cose before
the complaints could have boen considered by
the legislature. For these reasons, I trust
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