
THE OREGON QUESTION.
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in captiiriii'j: ilic Drilish pus't at llic anricnt town of
IvasUiiskia, and C'iin|"llcd tlic I'rniJ.s of St. George
to i;ivc place to the stars and stripes of our l)f;lov«;d

j

eonffdrracy. Hut fir the sa,',^ar,ity, tntcrprise, and

I

patriotism of General Clark and liis irallant nssoc.i-
' ates, one of tlic fairest and richest portions of tlii:-!

rVio RpKolution reported hy tlic C(jnmuttec on For-

eign Affairs direetin;:: notice of twelve months to

be !i;ivcn to terniinatc the Convention with Great
I'ritain for the joint occujiati(m of Oregon, be-

inir under consideration in Committee of the

Whole on the state of the Union:

Mr. 8.MITII addressed the committee as follow;^: I

Union mi-ht still have been a dependency of Great

Mr. CiiAiriMAK-: In risinir at thislate sta-jeof the
' I^''"'i"i- ^ he people ot that re-iun .mdol the North-

debate, on the proposition now before the commit-
i

we.-tern States will ever keep in vivid remembrance

'ee, I have neither the vanity nortlie eirotism to suii- I

''''"^t 'l"-y "Wf the blessmv^s of the liberty and free-

pose that I can say much that is new, or that will 1

''""' ^"''""''i t'"T '>"^\' "^".i"! t'» tl»e success of Gen-

tle interesting to those who may hear me; and could I

f,'''^'

Clark's expedition. Tiiey ].arlakc largely of

I be certain that llie resolution introduced by the ' "

honorable chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs would pas.s this Hmisc without any amend-
iiuiits, and ' t it would be followed by the pas-
sage of appi riate bills to protect and seciux oiir

rights, and tli' e of oui' settlers in Oregon, and all

who are dispos' 'I to emigrate thither, I would con-
lent myself with simply voting for all such meas-
ures, and refiain from troubling the committee
with a speecdi at this time. But as .some doubt
seems to exist in relation to this matter, I feel it a
duty I owe both to myself and to those who gave
me a seat in this House, to express my views boldly

iind fiarli'sshj nn this great American question. I

agree with the venerable gentleman from Massa-
clnisctts [Mr. Aiiams] and other gentlemen, who
say that this is one of the most important questions
which ever lias, or ever will, come before nn Ameri-
can Congress. And, .sir, let me tell gentlov.on that

such is the magnitude of this question, and so
strong and deep are the convictions of the people
ihrou^-hout the length and breadth of th' country,
ihai the whole of the territory called Oregon (in-

cluded within the parallels of 4:2'^an(! '14'-^ 40' north
latitude) belongs to the United State. ; and that the

settlement and occupation of that v;luable territory

are of the utmost importance to ti.e prosperity and

that spirit of ad\entiu'c which characterized the

actors ill th;it noble enterprise. They know well,

sir, the ]ierils and hardships incident to the .settle-

ment of a new country, and to their defence against

the depredations of a savage foe. Many of them,
too, while fighting under the command of the im-
mortal Jackson and the gallant Johnson, gained an
exiierience that enabled them to bear witness that

the tender mercy of the British and Indian warfare
is cruelty refined; but, sir, they "ould hurl with
scorn tVom theliigh places of ])owerrt(iiy public ser-

vant who would shrink from the maintenance of

the ritxltls and linnor of the nation, or from the de
fence, to the very last, of every inch of territory

which of right belong.s to us, even though it were
a barren rock or steril sands. Our right and title

to the Oregon territory has t'or years occupied tlio

attention of our wisest and most enlightened states-

men and jurists. They have spoken, written, and
published the result of their investigations upon
the subject, and spread them abroatl througlnmt
the land. The peojilc have read and maturely re-

flected upon this ([ueslioii, and they have deliber-

ately decided that the territory is our.s, and should

be (lefeiided, if need be, (in the language of Jack-
son,) at the "cannon's mouth."

The (lueslion of title has lieen so ably and fully

harmony of the whole Uni(m, 'uid to the; perma-
j

discussed, that I will not go into an elaborate ex-
nency of our republican form of government; that

|

position of it. As it is acknowledged by all that

it will, like a mighty avalancli(\ overwhelm, or/io-
j

Spain first discovered the northwest coast of Anier-
I'dically bury, all who obstruct or oppose the meas- ica, and as we. by the *' Florida treaty of l''eb-

nres necessiuy for the consummation of this great ' ruary, l^<l'.)," came into possession of (he Spanish
object.

, title, I will <ro back to a ]ieriod earlier tlian the

1 come, sir, from one of the oldest settled portions
;
discovery of Sir Francis Drake, by virtue of whose

of tlie great valley of the Mississi]i]>i—from that !
discoveries Great ISritain lays some claim to thi.s

beautiful and fertile cotuitry irrcstid from the mo- ! territory. And in doing this, I shall xtract from
nopolizing grasp of Great I5ritain on the 4ih day of

|

the able reports of Mr. Cusliing and Mr. Baylies,
July, 1778, by tha.. bold, daring, and chivalrous

[

and the writings of other distinguished gentlemen
soldier, George RogerR Clark, of Viririnia, and

j

wiio have examined thoroui'-hly the early liislory

his intrepid follower,'^. These brave men succeeded i and Kettlemcut of this territory.


