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No name is givon

to the Channel.

It is a n'ason.'ihlc ])reMimptioii (Vom tliis Prcamblo, tliat Hor Britannic ^In josh's

Govcmmcnt, wliidi drew ii|i tin- ]»arai:ra;)li oi' (lie 'I'vcaty of JHlCi. the mcaiiini; of

which is ill controversy, hud u dcjinilc {loniidtinj line In vieir, whidi would tcrniinatc all

doubt and uiic 'itainlv as to tiic limits, witliin which llic irspcctivt! I'artics to tlu'

Treaty Avcrc liciicct'orlli to exercise riuliK ol' so\ci'cii;'iity.

The Treaty of isKi, it should also he hornc in mind, was not an ordinary Treaty ol'

Iriendship (tr alliance, in which a |)anmra|)h n spcetiii;;' mutual lioiuidaries was inscrtc;}

amonj^st i)araii;rai)hs relevant to other matters; hut it was a 'I'rcaty, ol' wiiicli tht \

liriwari) object wti.s llip .setllriin-nt of a hoiindmij line, and it would h(> unreasonaljlc to

attacii a va!?ue and uncertain nieaninu; to any words descriptive of the houn(hiry line, if
|

such words are suscei)tihle ol" a tli'Jiitile and rirtiiin mcii»in(j.

It is not too inucli to say, and if will jtrohahly not he disputed— fin- it lias been so

The object of thu stated by one of tiic most cniineiit of .\meric;ui statesmen—that the 1,'reat aim of the

Treaty. United States in ISMJ was to establish the I'.ltli parallel of north latitude as the line i.f

boundary on the western side of the lloeky .Mountains, '• not to he departed J.-0111 for imA

line further south on the Continent :" and that with rci-anl to straits, sounds, and islaiiilsl

in the neii;hh(nn-in^' seas, they were subjects of minor importance, to be dealt with iiial

spirit of fairness and c(putv. (Speech of .Mr. Webster before the Senate of tin; L'iut('(l|

States, :March;5(), is Mi.)

On the other hand, it is notorious, and it is also ])iitent on the face of the Troatyl

itself, that the i;Tcat aim of Her ih'itannic Majesty's (lovernment was to meet the vinvsl

of the United States' Cioveriuncnt in rei,'ard to the l!)th parallel of north latitude witlil

((.V little saerijire an posKihle of the ri(jhts heretofore eiijoijed In/ the Hudson's lUuj CompawA

and other British subjects in thi' waters south of that piiriillil.

Now it is a remarkabh' feature of the Treaty that no nnwr is i/irrn to the Chamfll

to the middle of which the l!)th ])!n-allel of north latitude was to be continued altirl

leavini,' tlie Continent, and lhron!,di the middle of which it was to be drawn sonthcilv

after beini^ deih'cted from that parallel. The channel is described as "the Chauiul

separatinij; the Continent from Vancouver's Island," and the line is sim])ly directed t"

he dmwn " southerly throut^h the middle of the said Chann(>l and of i:'uea's Straits.'l

The presumption arisiiii,' from litis description of i1 is that the Channel intended b\j ik\

Treaty was the onlp Channel then used by sea-ijoimj vessels, and that it had no distinyui.stiml

name, hut that upon the fac(> of the charts then in use, it would readiiy answer tliel

description ^iven of it in the Treaty, and would admit of the l)oundary line heiiii;!

deflected and continued throuu:li the middle of it and of I'uca's Straits to the raciticl

Ocean.
Chart No. 3. It 'will he seen by His Imjit-rial Majesty, on an examination of Vancouver's ClinilJ

which was the most accurate chart known to Her Britannic; ilajesty's (lOvernment at

the time M'hen tlic Treaty was made, and which was the Chart under the consideratioLl

of Her Britannic ^Fajesty's Govenim(>nt when they framed the 1st Article of tlifl

Treaty, that the name of the Gulf of Cieoriria is assiii;ned in that Chart to the whole o/l

the interior sea, which separates the Continent I'rom th(> ii'roup of islands, the chief oil

which is called Quadra and N'ancouver's Island, such beiiiti; the name of the largesil

island at the time wIumi the chart was constructed, and that no distinguishing name^
assigned either to the channel up which Vancouv(>r sailed to the mn-thward, or to tliel

portion of the Gulf in the 19th jiarallel of north latitude. Her ^Majesty's (loveriinionil

accordini^ly contends— (1) that the boimdarjdine, which is directed by the Treaty to liel

continued westward alouLj the 19th jiarallel of north latitude to the middle of a cliannolf

without any distingnishini'' name, and thence southerly throuifh the middle of the saiiil

channel and of Fuca's Straits, is intended by the words of the Treaty to be drawn!

through the middle of a channel which liad, at that time, no distinguishing name; anif

(2) that, as the channel now called the; Kosario Strait is found in the charts of tiwl

period (1846) without any distinguishing name assigned to it, and in other respcctsl

corresponding Avith the requirements of the Treaty, such channel ought to be prefcrrei

to the Canal de llaro, Avliich bore a distingiushing name at that period.

Her Britannic Majesty's Government contends, on this part of the case, tliatt

draw the line through the middle of the Avaters distinguished in ^'^ancouver's Cbai|

from the Channel, through Avhich he sailed, by the name of the "Canal do Arro,"aiil

which waters are repn^sented in that ('hai-t as unsurveyed, would be to continue thJ

line not through " the said ClianiKd"—that is, a Channel Avithoiit any distingnisliina

name—hut through a channel Avhich, at the time the Treaty Avas made, Avas distill

guished byname from the channel surveyed liy \aneouver. No reason can avcIH

assigned, if such a channel Avas contemplated by both iiarties, Avhy it should nothavi

been designated by its distinguishing name to prevent all uncertainty.


