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tne crisis; and, in so doing, act with manly
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we leave the administration in its' high and pa-

triotic position "solitary and alone."

The President of the United Slates has taken
a bold but ju'^icious and wise step; he has gone
beyond any previous administration; and if we re-

fuse to sustain hiui, we not only destroy the influ-

ence of his administration at home and abroad,

hut we effectually block up the avenue to a set-

tlement of our Oregon controversy. England
will view it as a rebuke of the President by the

people—that they condem his recommendations
in regard to Oregon. She will then rest ut ease

and cease her efforts to adjust it by negotiation.

As matters now stand under the, treatv she has

all she wanti), and if we refuse lu give the' no-

tice, th(^ qiie^i^tion will not be settled, if, how-
ever, we present a bdid and undivided tiront^'give

>the iK>tice, aud show that a setiiement is deter-

mined upon, and that it must come, then^ siriin

ir.v vpinioo, you w'tll bring about an adjttsUne«t,

Itdo lUA present these vittws inafiarty'SeiMe.

1 S(>f9k nut a^i- <^ par<ti0an, but .as- an Anxtrioan'

—

AD<1 I h«>;>e< tube so understood. Party foeliligs

ma^y arise among, and divide us upon tqqos-

tions of dunie^tic r;<ilicy ; hut on a .^uealiQn' vbe-

trwieen the' United. •;l)tot«8 and a foreign uMion,
ithf-rO' should be but one |)»rty in thia-jGouatry
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I do not mean that our duty calls upon us to

sustain the President in his position, merely be-

cause he is the President, irrespective of right.

If he had taken wrong ground, it would be our
highest duty to check aiid restrain him. Wc
should throw ourselves .nto the breach, and pro

tect the country and its .'vinor. Under all of the

circumstances, however, as they exist, I consi-

der that to give the notice will be the best for

the country; and believing so, whether the Pre-

sident were a whig or a democrat, I would
promptly rally to his support. In a crisis like

this, it will not do for us Xofalter or tumptde.—
If we begin with improper or unnecessary hesi-

tation—if we stop to plead our own weakness,

and the strength of our adversary—if we exhi-

bit timidity or a want tif firmness, war vnll

come u()on us. If, therefore, we would avoid

war, we must not evince too great an anxiety

to do so.

I am not prepared to say to my constituents

that we will have no war. They have all of

the information which is in ray possession, and

are as competent to determine that as I am. I

have given them my opinion, which remains un-

changed.

Sir, gentlemen tell us. that we are weak and
defenceless as a nation; that we are unprepared

for war; that our navy is hardly a nest-egg, our

army a mere skeleton; that we lack guns and
ammunition, fortifications and harbors. Indeed,

if we but listen to speeches of the opppostion

on this question, we would suppse we had no-

thing to fight with. They mistake—they under-


