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THE COUXTPvlES OF THE AVORLD.

CIIAPTKR I.

V, ;iro n1>out to start fni :i loiiy and distant jourii'" over land and son. AVe arc

to niako a j^crand tour, dnrinj,' which wo shall visit in conij)any many l'oroij,''n

coiintrios. It may ho woll, thoroforo, hoforo wo start, to do what all wise travollors

^ '^awrf ''"' *'.' ^" "•''" '' '*'" ''l"-'-'' rcyardin^' tlio gvnoral apjioaranco of the great world

over which wo arc to tnvcl toiicthor I'or so lonj,'. iJut llrst of all lot us

onih'avour to loarn something; of tho nanios of those who have gone hol'ore us,

and vory hricily to rcca|iilulatc, il' nothint;' more, the tonus that wo shall ho so frorjuently

using in our dcscri]itiiins.

'I'm; WoiM.ii or a Tiioiswii Ykmss Ana.

A thnnsand years ago, and for long after, tho world was not all the geologised, botanised,

zoologisod, and mapped nut earthy hall it is now. There it lay, according to the imagination

of tho men and women of those days —or rather, according to tho ideas of the monks; for

the men, and far less the women, of tho>o distant times tronhled thomsolves very little aliont

matters of this kind, hut left it to the ctiMrchmen to meddle with such dangero'is hook-learning

—a Hat j)lain, full of tliinys mysterious and unknown; and out fif tho four (ornors, through

the gaps of four mountain ranges, which wen' ]ilaced there to keeji it steady, hlow th(> lour

winds of heaven! Of course, the centii' of it all was the little town, and ( lunty, jiarish,

manor, harony, or kingdo-n where they <l\velt ; hut outside of that was no man's land. Il was

looked upon hy our remote forefathers in much iho same light as it is hy the Chinese, who,

while making maps of the {'"lowcry Land on a scale so large as to show the ground plan


