
Hhould for all tinie to come be limited to 65. A iinrrow-mindetl

French-C'anadian, whoso racial aiitipathieM were fundamentally
anti-Hritifih, it mij^dit be expected, would oppose confederation

no matter how important it nnght be to the interests of the

Empire on this ^Mound : Why should he place himself in the

hands of a hAtcA Britisli majority? To do so would be to im-

peril his lan<;ua|,'e and his creed. Indexed, as a matter of fact,

this view was presented in the old Parliament of Canada durinj»

the debate cm the resolutions which ultinmtely becanje the

basis of confederation.

HOW FRENCH ^FMBEKS VOTED IN IH<t5.

In the debate on tht; b, eech from the 'J'hronc in 18(55, in

which the Governor-Genei-ai recommended the favoral»le con-

sideration of certain r •' lutions app ;.. to by repre^itntatives of

the different provinces at l^u"bo'_ iii the previous year, the Hon.
Mr. Dorion moved the following amendnient

:

" That this Iluuse deems it a duty i-espectfully to ex-
" press to your Excellency 'ts firm conviction that the i)Oople
" of this Province, fully apprecial'n<.' the blessing of their
" existing political relations with the great Em|)ire of which
" they form a part, neither seek nor wish to create a new
' nationality."

Of the forty French member^! who voted on that resolution,

only 18 voted for Mr. Dorion. The full French representation of

Quebec in the Legislature w^as 51 French and 14 English mem-
bers. Of these latter 7 voted for Mr. Dorion. It is, therefore,

plain that, at the inception of Confederation when 4 out of the

5 British Provinces were openly committing themselves to the

formation of a new nationality in which the English-sptiiking

element would be vastly in the ascendency, the majority of the

French-Canadians were broad enough and British enough to

support the proposed federation, the express object of whicu was
to strengthen and perpetuate Britisli supremacy ultimatel}' over
half of the American Continent. Had the French-Canadians
been exerci.sed by a craven fear of race or language, or had they

from a spirit of disloyalty been dispo.sed to resist Confederation,
do you think it would have been accomplished V Compare their

course with the action of Nova Scotia, almost entirely English,

and where do they stand ? Is it not perfectly clear, therefore,

that in this first and supreme movement by which Canada lias

become heir to half a continent, the French-Canadians were not
less loyal than their English-speaking brethren to the Federa-
tion of Canada.


