
TJIK LONDON LAWVtU. 9

Bervict'S of Elias Hardy. l>nt that <:entle-

iiiaii wisel}' lU'i-lined ii'lcntifyiiij^ himself
witli I'itlier juirty, iiartii'uhirly as tlio

way wa.4 opini for him to oldaiii a seat
in tiie aHseml)ly witliout the doulitful

chances of ele(!"tion luHt. John. He ae-

cordiiifiiy iiut)HHlie(l tlie foliowinj; eard:

Mi;. ir.Miliv roliinis liis thaiilfs tosucli ol'

111.'; Iiii'iids lis have lici'n iiU'ii^c il to (Iccliire

their intent ion ol" vol in^r lor liini at tlic licc-
tidiiMs a rcprcM'ntali vc lor tlii> city and
county; Iml liO;;s llicy will not rust'i'vc tlicir
votes, aK lie does not proiioso ollterlng hlmsell
as a candidate.

SI. .John, Octolier 17, 17S.').

He was thus alile to stand aloof from
tiie riotous }>roceediii;_'s wliicii ciinracter-

i/.ed tiie first i^t. John election. His own
return to the house as a niomher for

Mortiinmlierland was secured by the ui-

llnence of ills dient, Wni. i'avid.son, of

Miraiiiichi. This incident was not par-
ticularly ajrreealile to Ciiipnian and ids

friends, who professeii to have a poor
oi)iniou of Hardy's al)ilities, and were
disposed to frown u{ion his pretensions.
The foUowiii).' brief record of the elec-

tion in Northuniherland is taken
from the diary of Jienjamin jNIarston,

lirst sheritf of the county, and a warm
personal frientl of Ward rhipman:

—

Wednesday, Nov. '2, 17s.")—I'osted up
advertisements for a meeting' of the
county to eic ' ' v o members for the gen-
eral assembly—one at <i. i)rowii's, one at
Wils' '• 8 tavern, one at Mi Lean's store,

one ai Negayack, one at IJeid's store,

and one at Alex. Henderson'ji.

H- * * * *

Thursday, Nov. 17—Today held an
elei'tion for two members in the general
a.ssembly. Wm. Davidson, an inhabi-
tant of the river, an ignorant, cunning
fellow (sic), but who has great inlluence

over the people here, many of

them holding land under him,
and many others being in his

employ was chosen for one and by the
same influence Elias Hardy, an attorney
of no great reputation in his profession,

an inhal)itant of th.-^ city of St. John,
was chosen for the other. This will dis-

appoint some of my friends who hoped
that George Leonard. Esq., and Capt.

Stanton Hazard would have obtaine<l

the election. But 'twas impossible.

They M'ere unknown here and we who
juoposed a reconimendatioii for them
were but stransrers. 'Tis therefore no
wor.der we did not succeed against an
artful man who had an influence and
knew how to use it."

The election at St. John began on
Monday, the ith day of November, and
the poll was held from day to day at

different pla«es in tiie city and county,
the voting continuing thi'oughoiit \\'ny

week. The first two days the Icition

I'rocecded (piietly, but on the eveiung of
the third day a tremendous riot occurreil

at tiie Mallard liouse, corner King and
CJormam streets, in which the I-ower
("(jve faction was tiie attacking jiarty. A
number were injured on both sides", and
it was fotuid necessary to call out the
troops stationed at Fort llowi- to support
the civic authorities. Several arrests
were made, one of the op)iosition candi-
dates lieing included in the numljer. At
the trial, in May following, liiri'e of the
rioters were found guilty and luinished
by fine and imprisonment.

After the close of the jmiUs the restdt

of the election was in disimte, l)oth of

the conteniling parties ciainung a major-
ity. Sheriff (Jliver, however, declared
the choice of tiie electorate to have fallen

upon Messr.s. Bliss, Chipman, Billoji]!,

Lagan, Hazard and AL;(ieorge. The op-
])osition did not acipiiesce without a
strugtcle; a ju- i'

. t was entered, com-
]ilaining of an ui.'i'.o election, and the
matter came befof the house of assem-
bly, which confirn.ed the election of tlie

governmen* candidates. Tl.is decisicm
was not ac ^ited by some of the mal-
content^, who drtw up and signed a
petition to Cioveri!. v Carleti.ai specifying
their grievarc'd :iud c.iUiiig upon' iiis

excellency to di";-olve the house. This
petition, as ajipears from a cojiy nov. in
])ossession of the writer, is a curious doc-
ument; the sentences in n.anv cases
decidedly ungrammatical, and mistakes
in spelling neither few nor far between.
It was the production evidently of a
man of decided views but of limited
education. It bears tlie signatures of
174 individuals, the majority of whom
belonged to the Lf)wer L'ove. Very few
of the signers were prominent citizens.

The petitioners assert that since their
arrival at St. John they have been the
victims of "a most opjiressive tyrannv,"'
which hail been patiently borne "under
the firm persuasion of being relieved
from their bondago upon his excelleniry's
arrival." Commenting on the proceed-
ings at the recent election, they say:

—

"We have publicly seen British sub-
jects confined in irons, eiiriicd into a
garrison and there exami'ied under tiie

authority of a military guard: and jiros-

ecutions still hanging over tlieir heads
for supposed offences. One of our legal
representatives (i.e., in the assembly ) con-
fined in a sentry-box at the discretion of a
private soldier—the military introduced
and unnecessarily and ' unlawfully


