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In • prairie country, the posUt RtaD<l« in the centre of mrandH, generally of earl b, throwa
ap in the form of right angled pyraraidB. At the cornerit of towniiblpa these mounds are
three feet high, their bas'-B being ^iz feet square; at the cornera of Beetlona or quart«r-*M-
tloni the mounds BtandH 2 ft. 6 in. high, and their bases are flve f^et square.

If a township or other corner fail in a ravine, the bed of a stxeam, or some similar situa-
tion where it would be impostilble to ert-ct a monument of a permanent oharacter, and
should a ••bearing tree" not be obtainable, the surveyor indicates tne position of such corner
by erecting at tb« nearest suitab e spo' a •• witness mound." In this oase the mouad Is la

the form of a rone 2 ft. fi in. high, its baa« having a diametet of six feet. The po«t In lb*
centre is marked •• W. M." and also inscrioed, in red chalk, with the bearing and dititancs u>
such corner.

Iron posis, which are placed at every township corner, consist of either Iron barn or
tubes, drivpn into the grouud with a sledge, and Inscrilied, by means of a cold-chisel, with
the necessary marlcs.

Quarter-ttectlons corner potita are simply marked with the conventional sign •' j " to Indi-

cate their character, and bear no inscription shewing towhat to wnship or range they belouj.

Posts or stone monuments Indicating all other corners bear sufflclont marks U) thorough-
ly indicate the ixisitloii they are intended to legally establish ; and must always l>e read rrom
the top of the post downwards.

On township corners, the upper figure on either side of the p'wt Indicates the number of

the township which that Nide ol the post faces, and the next figure « esies the range.

:o:-

SYNOPSIS OF THE DOMINION LANDS LAW, Etc.

CanadlHii public lands in Manitoba and the North-Weet Territories may be acquired
either by honiesteadlng (as a free grant) or by purchase on tiie terms set forth in the Re-
gulations Issued by the department of the Interior f-*ee offlcial advertisement.] The infor-

matlon contained in this and eubsequent pages has been summarized from the ronsoildated
Dominion Lands Act, 1879, and the amendments thereto of 1880 and 1881 ; from the Reguls-
tions for disposing of the public lands now In force ; and from various otiier auiboriltes.

-:o:-

HOMESTEADS. PRE-EMITIONS. AND WOOD-LOTS.
A •• homestead," which is llmsted in extent to a ftirm of 160 acres, is a/ret gift from the

Government on condition of three years' actual residence and cultivation ; but a pre-emption
entry, giving the right of priority of purchase at a future period, for an additional tract of Wf
acres, Is also allowed >o each homestead settler, who may occupy and cultivate the whole 32ft

acres for thrf-e years without any payment whatever subject, however, to the fulfilment of

the obligations attaching to the homestead icrant.* Only the even-nuynhered tfetiom of a

tow nshlp can be taken up as home.steads aid pre-emptions. The price to be ultimately paid

lor pre-empflon!«, with the terms of payment, may be found In the latestofflclal Regulations.

Settlers In townships where wcxxl Is scarce, or altogether wauling, are allowed to pur-

chase " wood lots "not exceeding 20 acres in size, out of timbered land, '.u mp a<}Jac«iit

l'>callty, reserved for the purixise. The price of wood-lots is $5.00 per acre.

riettlers are ntrlclly forhldden to dispose of wood from oflT their homesteads, pre-f mptlons,

or wood-lots (prevloU" to issue of patent) to SMW-mlll proprietors or any person oilier ttmu an

actual settler for his own use. Breach of this condition entails forfeltu-re of entries tor all

three, with other penalUes.
While he faitljfully performs the iiompsiead conditions, a settler enjoys the full "-iKnts of

proprietorship, even prfvlous to receiving patent. Non-fulfllm»-nt of conditions. how«»»ar,

renders the entries fftr tiomestead, pre-emption, and wood-lot subject to cancellation, ne

right to hold iho two iHtt»»r clalni> heing eniireiy contingent on actual performance of *)o«e-

sieads obligations. <)' cHncellnllon, all improvements become forfeited to the t'r«^>w-n. ano

the ex-holder Is prohibited from matting r second homestead entry.

Tlie title of all lands remain with the C'-own till after the patent Is Issned Inpfcienieo

lands are consequently not liable to seizure for debt, nor df> they alTord any <«ecur 'v fri' ih

taining credit or loans. In case a settler dies, the law allows his ^-aecutora to fuifli .a*

deceased's homestead obligation, that the estate may be secured to his nvirs.

Any man over eighteen years of yean* of age, or any woman who is the sole hea<l of a

family, made lake up a homestead. If the citizen of a foreign country, such settler is re-

fjuired to become a Krlti~L J«"*f, by naturaliziition, previous to issua of (wtent, which can

t>« done under the aw on completion of his or her three years' resktonre on the himestead.
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