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Aerschot, Dinant, and Louvain, German soldiers were treacher-

ously murdered (Appendices 18, 55, 61, 65, GG; A 1 ; C 5G, 59,

61, 67, 7^78), which is contrary to the prohibition " to kdl

or treacherously wound individuals belon^mg to the hostile

nation or army." (.Vrticle 2C, oection 1 (h) of The Hague

Convention : The Laws and Customs of War on Land.) Further,

the Belgian population did not respect the sign of the lied

Cross, and thereby violated Article 9 of the Convention of

Geneva of July Gth, 1906. In particuUir, they did not scruple

to fire oil (ierman troops under the cover of this sign, and also

to attack hospitals in which there were wounded, as well aa

members of the Ambulance Corps, while they were occupied in

carr^nng out their duties (Appendices 3, 4, 12, 19, 23, 28, 29,

41. 19; C9, 16-18. 32, 56, 66-70; 1)9, 21, 25-29, 38, 47).

Finally, it is proved beyond all doubt that German wounded

were robbed and killed by the Belgian population, and indeed

were subjected to horrible mutilation, and that even women
and young girls took part in these shameful actions. In this

way the eyes of German wounded were torn out, their ears,

nose, lingers, and sexual organs were cut off, or their body

cut open (Appendices 54-66; C 73, 78; b 35, 37). In other

cases German soldiers were poisoned, hung on trees, deluged

with burning hquid, or burnt in other Wiiya, so that they ;.-^lv.red

a speciaUy painful death (Appendices 50, 55, 63 ; C 56, 59, 61,

67, 74-78). This bestial behaviour of the population is not only

in open contravention of the express obhgation for " respecting

and taking care of " the sick and wounded of the hostile army

(Article 1, Section 1, of the Convention of Geneva), but abo of

the first principles of the laws of war and humanity.

Under these circumstances, the Belgian civil population

who took part in the struggle could of course make no claim

to the treatment to which belligerents have a right. On the

contrary, it was absolutely necessary, in the interests of the

sclf-Dreservation of the Gernianv Arniv. to hav^ recotirst^ to thi*

sharpest measures against these francs-tireurs. Individuals who
opposed the German troops by fighting had, therefore, to be


