
CHAPTER I.

The First Co-operative Movement.

Tho Conquest of Industrial Power—Revolt ami Reforni—The Owonitos—

Tl'.e North-West of Eniilaml United Co operiitivo Company— Period, 1S30,

WHEN the Ampricas lay discovered, and the races of WesUrri

Euriipe entered into the liberties of that i^lurious now world,

a cynic miu'ht have said that the only result was an extension of

human misery. In the wars and civil wars, in the treacheries and

massacres, in the shameless piracies under all flags, in the cruel new

slaveries and ruthleis usages he would have found his evidence. A
similar view could be taken of a con(iuest still greater than that 'jf

the two continents. When the cumulative results of three or four

centuries' scientific study of nature suddenly gained practical force

througli the introduction of steam power, the immediate eilccts

were disastrous to the English people. Xot less than in the groat

colonial adventures, the greed of gain led to the swift destruction

of the old forms of life and the imposition of now methods regardless

of all ."ocial considerations. As a new star is said to begin its

course by reason of some terrific collision, so the new industrial era

ciimmeiiccd with what seemed like catastrophe.

'I'he early nineteenth century u itnessed modern problems

attaining their ugliest aspect. The enclosures of land, which pre-

ceded and wetit with the industrial changes, reduced the villagers to

l.ihdurers. The cotnpetition of the factories impoverislicd and

tiii.iilv destroyed tiieir handicrafts. Works and coalpits almost

ei|ualled in the mi.sery of their conditions the worst silver mines of

(lid I'eru. Hig new towns without nuinicipal powers enclosed

nias.ses of people who were ])raetically uneducated and totally

uiicnfr.mehised. The laws that diil little or nothiim to jirohibit the

distraction of women and children in the new factories, or to secure

the eh'inents of sa.iitatlon and health or to prevent truck, ui the

same time forbade the workeis comhming to hel[) themselves. We
liave had [littures in tniinber of "dear (,!d l-^tiu'Iand." l)ut it is still

diliicuil to lealise what iuigiand aetuailv was for those uho knew
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