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A STRONG CASE.
Winnipeg  board of trade has
1 very strong plea for the up
ent of a * thoroughly
presentative of the western
shippers ” as a member of the
d railway commission.  The
has  made out a very strong

compe-

favor of such an appointment
LIt s 8o strong that it may be
W oA fo

“gone conclusion that
vernment will see the wisdom
licscing  In the request Tl
nts advanced by the board fo.
ntment of a representati

Kkrain shipping interest on the

mmission,  were  prepared
government itself. The board
¥ taken up the officlal argu
1 favor of the appointment of
umission, and applied them to

e in point
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In fact in Am
the carrying of the grain

Canada to-day

f Western Canada to mar
faed and
I to this fact in introducing
ton of the appointment of o

government re

ommiss!

m he announce
wrding the commission in th

the opening of parliament

reat influx of population into
Territones and  th
e additional areas of ferti]
Ich are being brought under
mcombine o further press

thwest

the need for increased tran
n facilities for the forwarding
in and otk

r products to th
the world."”
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situation it was
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tbpointment of at least
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FOR GOOD ROADS.

nual spring break-up again
ward the question of im-
« public 1. We are fre-
Id that transportation is th,
em of the day. People
t transportation frequ
' mos

who
ntly
Important feature of
rtation problem—the coun
The t ansportation of the
{ the farm from the farm to
& very important part of
on. Some part of the at
ven to rallways might with
be directed to the question
¥ roads. It Is just possible

THE

that the assistance given by the pr

T Manitoba in various ways to

1v5, mIRht have been expendil
10 better advantuge In improving 1
public highways.

The transportation  question begine
with the public ronds

roads ar
Breatly to be desired. Bad roads ar
the cause of an enormous loss to (hy

people. Th
I8 apparently a question which

Improvement of the road

rural munieipalitics are not capul
ppling with as it shoulq b
Municipal  manage
ment in the rural districts is not

to the occaston. There Is nelther
necessary business qualtfication
the practical knowledge
the municipal management to hand

available in

this question properly. Such putyer

Ing work as is done on the ronds in
scme of  the  municipalities  almaost
Secis like a waste of time, especially
*uch work as is done under the ant)
quated statute labor system

The question of finances is also hy
yond the power of many rural muni
Clpalities, at least to the extent of
undertaking any comprehensive sys-
tem of bullding good roads. The peo

ple are either unable or unwilling to

COMMERCIAL

Evidently If we are ever (o have
good rvads, It will be necessary for
the government, either federal or pro
vincial, or both, to tuke hold of 1k
matter, and  work with the rural
municipalities in securing the desired
result.  The country hus b ver
liberul in assisting transportation co
porations, both on land and water.- |
I* tme now  that  the government
federal and provinclal, should com

forward nd take hold of this pha
of the transportation problen

GRANTS TO RAILWAYS,

Some interesting statistics relatin
to bonuses to rallways were presented
I purliament at Ottawa the other
liy,  The sums paid as subsidles to
raflways by the federal government
livided among the different provinces
were as  follow Prince

Island, nil; Nova Scotia
New Brunswick, $1.302,000; Quebe
10,001,000 70,000
Maunitoba

Ontarlo, 1

British  Col-
Northw
TO00. The

$0,082.000, ana

rritories,

amount
pall in subsidies  in  the thre
maritime provinces is less than in the
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grapple with the question, and so it
BOUS on from  year to year without
uny serfous effort to  improve the
roads. Most of the municipaliti

could do something, |if they had the
right Kind of men to take hold of
municipal affuirs; but this they haye
not got It is not to be expected tha
men possessing the business qualifica-
tion and practical knowledge neces
=ary to properly handle this question
would be found In the rural districts
If only a mile of good road could
built each year in each municipality

we would have good roads In time
Instead of this we ¢ Annot think at the
moment of u single mile of properly
constructed road that has been bullt
by any rural municipality in Mani
toba In the last twenty years, That
means practically since the most o
these municipalities came into exist
ence. The oldest rural municipalities
In the province, surrounding the city
of Winnipeg, have not a foot of even
passably good road
the end of the city pavement in any
direction, in bad we ather, there is a
drop*down iIn the mud and a sight
ahead which is simply sickening. All
these years the residents of the rural
districts  have gone on wallowing
through the mud, wasting ti
wearing out horses and vehicl
apparently never a thought
tempting to construct decent roads.

When you get to

other  provinces. The Intercolonial
rallway, however, cost about $70,000,-
000, & large proportion of the expend
ture for this government road having

been In the martime provinces. The
Prince Edward Island Rallway—a gov-
crnment road—cost over £5,000,000,
Naturally the government would not
bonus roads to compete with the goy-
crnment system

What is particularly interesting in
regard to these statistics, is the pro-
portion of money voted by the govern
ment for roads in the west, compared
with the expediture In the older proy-
inces.  The tot 1 as subsides
to aid rallway construction between
uperior and the
K 12,460,000,

sum p

Rockies was
Journals
ry about the great
st hag assumed in
order to develop the west, The actual
figures, er, tell a different story.
The vast area of 56,087 of
land has been granted to rail.vays in
Manitoba and the territories, o’ which
ut 30,000,000 acres have bien se
ected or earned. The value of these
lands is greater than the cost of all
the rallways bullt in Manitoba and
the Territories. Thus, it will be seen,
the West has more than pald for its
own rallways, while the actual cash
outlay has been for rallways mainly
in the older provinces,

eastern

expenditure the

IRRIGATION LAWS A FAILURE.

A western journal was unfortunate
#nough to attempt a reply recently to

- article in The Commercial ¢

Ing the granting of lands to irrigation
corporations. The arguments against
granting lands to irrigation corpora-

0 strong from the standpoint
cither of theory or experience, that it

¥ @& surprise that even one western
found to
vion the cause of irrigation cor
porations.  That

rnal could lave been

journal  contended
that the law now in force in the -
rtorles provided ample protection for
the settler unon Irrigated land, anq
e law the

would be no

for the corporations to

settlers harshly.

irld districts op the western
people have been making

vears relating to irrigation

itions, They have been ¢

tinually amending or substituting 1aws

n-
- but havs been unable to reach
* conditions. They have now
come to the very wise conclusion that
the whole system of jrrig:

ation by cor-
porations is wrong, and that it cannot
be made right by laws which tenq to
Crpetuate that system. It fg now
&nized In the United States that
Irrigation 1s properly a national work
" that it should be controlled by
the government. Law has proved in.
effective to relieve the settlers upon

Irrigated lands. The following refer-
onee to Irrigation laws, clipped from o
United States exchange, fs a case In
point

A\ liw has just gone Into effect in

providing for the daissoly-
tion of Irrigation Aistricts
formed undey th
Act When this

which were
Wright Irrigation
et was first passed
of many sections thought
Was to be a perfect panacea
for their irrigation lis, but 1t proved
Otherwise. The operation  op the
Wright act proved a great blight to
many falr sections of that resource-
ful state ind the ple of the dis-
doubt now make strong
offorts to get out from under the bur.
dens which the Iaw  imposeq upon
them. - The experience of California
ought to h lesson to other ariq
states to make haste slowly in the
enactment of new irrigation jaws.
It is not to be expected that the law
more effective In 0y
'da than |t has done

tricts will ne

will prove an an-

In the Unitea

states. - Irrigation work s yet 1 its
Infancy here, and it 1s important that
We should start right, What we

should have 1s a nationa; system of
Irrigation for our semi-arig district,
There is a large area of fine land in
the west which only requires an as-
sired water supply, to make 1t one of
the finest districts of Canadu,
Another acre of this or any other land
should be allowed to pass into the
hands of corporations Every acre
should be held for the actya) settle
'nd the irrigation work should pe
on a comprehensive s e by the
erny

done
Bov-
patch-work by
Who will have it in their
Power to appress the settlers who de-
pend upon them for water,

nt, and not |
corporations,

A phenomena) find of golq is report-
ed to have been made on Bear Creek,
SIx miles from Dawson. The vein i
from fourteen to twenty feet deep ana
"r one hundred feet wide. Th»
smallest pan has been twenty-five
cents, and the average fifty cents,
The pans on one streak ran §o, R
Cowan, of the Canadian Bank of
Commerce, and two others, own the
Property.  Four men, with a horse,
are taking out over $00 daily. The
claim is Surrounded by the Treadgoid
concession. It is belley d there is a
large area there, and very rich,




