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THE NATIONAL WHOLESALE LUMBER
DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION.

By far the most important organization of its
kind in the United States is the National Whole-
sale Lumber Dealers’ Association, which em-
braces a large number of the prominent whole-
sale dealers of the Eastern States. This asso-
ciation held its sixth annual meeting at Cleve-
land, Ohio, on Wednesday, March 3rd, the busi-
ness which formerly occupied two days being, by
judicious arrangement, executed in one day:.

There was a fairly good attendance from
Buffalo, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Saginaw, Tona-
wanda and other cities. The following Buf-

Scatcherd & Son, who handle large quantities of
Canadian hardwoods. His election should be a
source of gratification to the trade at Buffalo,
while all agree that he is eminently qualified for
the duties which he will be called upon to per-
form. John S. Eastabrook, Saginaw, and Robert
C. Lippincott, Philadelphia, were chosen first
and second vice-presidents respectively. The
convention closed with a successful banquet.

TIMBER RESOURCES OF THE KLONDYKE.
Mu. Ivan Petroff, special agent of the United
States government in Alaska for the tenth census,
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POSSIBILI’I'IF.S OF TRADE WITH FORE!GN
COUNTRIES,

Mg, Edmund E. Sheppard, Dominion Trade
Commissioner to Mexico, Central and South
America, has submitted his final report to the
Department of Trade and Commerce, in which
he refers at some length to the possibilities of
increasing our trade with these countries.  His
observations and conclusions of the lumber trade
are of special interest to Canadian manufacturers,
and are given below :

LUMRER.

Returning to our starting point, MexXico does pot take
the lumber from Canada that should be eaported to

falo houses were represented : Montgomery [
Bros. & Co., Superior Lumber Co., Buffilo ‘
Hardwood Lumber Co., Empire Lumber Co.,
Noyas & Sawyer, Charles M. Betts & Co.,
Haines & Co., H. M. Loud & Sons Lumber
Co., Hurd & Hauenstein, Hugh McLean &
Co., J. C. Anthony & Son, and Underhill &
Poole. The Tonawanda contingent included
representatives of Smith, Fassett & Co.,
Rider & IFrost, W. H. Sawyer Lumber Co.
and H. M. Tyler & Co.

We notice that the membership of this
association also includes the names of E.
C. Grant, of the Ottawa Lumber Com.
pany; E. 1. Lemay, of Montreal ; and the
Gillies Lumber Company, Ottawa.

Space will only permit of brief reference to
the most important subjects considered.
Following the reading of the address of the
president, Col. Betts, and the presentation
of the secretary’s statement, Mr. Edward F.
Henson read the report of the Fire Insurance
Commmittee, which stated that there were five
insurance companies in the district devoted
solely to the interests of lumbermen. They
were all successful, the one most so being
the Northwestern Retail Lumber Dealers’
Insurance Association, which had been the
means of securing very cheap insurance for
lumbermen.

A resolution was passed favoring a uniform
bankruptcy faw. The report of the committee
on membership recommended that the sccretary
visit the lumber districts and solicit new members
for the association. Mr. Pendennis White, of
Tonawanda, read an interesting paper on *¢ The
Scalper and the Illegitimate Trade,” which
created a lively discussion.  Another interesting
question discussed was what an article costs the
manufucturer to produce and sell, and what it
costs the lwnberman not manufacturing to put
his lumber on the market. The general opinion
seemed to be that ample pains was not taken to
ascertain what the lumber actually cost the
dealer or manufacturer.

The choice of the association was unanimously
in favar of Hon. John N. Scatcherd, of Buffalo,
as president. Mr. Scatcherd, whose portrait we
present, is of the well known lumber firm of
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Itox. Jonx N. Scarcnen,
President.Elect NWattonal Wholesale Lumber Dealers” Avwociation.

has furnished some interesting information re-
garding the forests of Alaska. The trees are
mainly evergreen, the spruce family predominat-
ing. White birch is also found throughout the
region that supports the spruce, chiefly among
the watercourses. The alder and willow are
found on all the lowlands, reaching bevond the
western and northern limits of the spruce. .\
poplar resembling the cottonwood of the United
States, and which, under favorable circum-
stances, attains a large size, is also found in the
timber scctions of Alaska south of the Arctic
circle.  As is well known, there are considerable
forests along the south Alaskan coast, being a
continuation of the great forests of Washington
and  British  Columbia, the south-eastern
Alaskan climate being very similar to that
further south, though, of course, souewhat
colder.
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that country,  Her trade is neuly all with the
Southern States of North dmcerica, whith, owing to
contiguity on the Gulf side, wlords 4 more available
source of supply.  Nevertheless, o white pine and
spruce op the Gulf side and British Columina pine on
the Pacifie side, agents of our fumbermen should do
a very profitable business

Brazin. o Brazil, owmnyg o the fact that an
insect attacks winte pine and bmrows through it
until it s admost like a handful of ashes, winte
pine is little used  except for decorative purposes
and doors and windows, where it s needed for its
lightuess, and s protected by varpishies and paint.
Yellow pine, owing to the kirge quantity of pich it
contuns and frcedom  from
attack, is costeemed preferable. Inomy eatended
report on Brazil, I hine given *fe stativies of this
trade. It amoumted in the year niuned to only abowt
$32,000. Ahcady one Conadian agent at least has
endemvored to inerease this export, and in the mtesior
and the southern pacts of the country the anportation

comparatine nsedd

of matenal suitable for window-frames and dooms
should be very Large 5 but as T have before remarked,
it will hitve to be pushed nndes personal supervision,
the broken cargoes from United Soates potts hemg
more acceptable than our large disect cagroes,
Urtatay,  Uruguay imported in 180 8315,000
worth of pine, S300,000 of it from the Uinted States.
The totad impotts of timber were §771,000 (gokd)
ARGENTINA. Qur ditectexportof lumbes to \egren.
it in 1800 wats $410,0005 in 1897 11 was $538,000,
and can be very Lugely increased, as the woods of
that countiy suitable for lumber are grown acarly
altogether in the south tonards Patagonia and are
very heavy and not adapted to the pus poses for which
In the thiee countries last en me
erated spruce is neasly altogether brought fiom Maoine,
and handlingg st is already a very linge buaness, The
expott ot portions of houses alicady propated s success.
to the Ll byt the
Argenting, there to bhe

white pine isused,

ful i but few countres, owing
export of white pine lumber to
milled and made into doors and sashes and feaunes in the
vard where it is received, should be a profitable

business, for of all the countres of the South, NArgentma

very

s most apidiy ncreasing an populatiun, the stiet hies of
arable L bew cnormons, and the orecion of saal!
duellings proceeding at a very papid vate The export
to Argentina of fumber suitable for the itting of cattle
vessels is also an important feature, and s alicady to o
considerable extent i the Bands of & Canadiam who is
familiar wah both the lumber and cattle busimess, but un.
fortunately  he is not takig all his supphes frons this
country. Qur lumiber business to Argemai, instead of
being about §420,000 per annam, should be five times that
sut, A table | have prepiared shows the mverage move.
wmient of lumber, as well as of other import arieles, shipped
tothe River Platteswhichindudes Uragzuay and Paragguay

While ] wasan \rgentina Congress was in session,
and what was considered the unncighborly conduct of the



