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spring, but only until they are fledged. 
The dog is attached to the master who 
feeds him, commands him, and if he 
offends whips him ; but without respect to 
that master’s personal character or 
deserts. He is as much attached to Bill 
Sykes as he would be to the best of men. 
The workings of what we call instinct in 
beavers, bees, and ants are marvellous and 
seem in some ways almost to outstrip 
humanity, but they are not, like human­
ity, progressive. The ant and the bee of 
thousands of years ago are the ant and the 
bee of the present day. The bee is not 
even taught by experience that her honey 
will be taken again next year. Still less 
is it possible to detect anything like moral 
aspiration or effort at improving the com­
munity in a moral way. Beavers are won­
derfully co-operative, but they have shown 
no tendency to establish a church.

Of the science of ethics the foundation 
surely is our sense of the difference 
between right and wrong, and of our 
obligation to choose the right and avoid 
the wrong for our own sake and for the


