CORONER AND HIS DUTIES

T'HE

that end. But in a question of theft, of forgery, or

other crime than that of homicide or of arson adverted to
below, it is not bound to take the initiative, and as a ru
waits until the person wronged, or som other person

terested, lodges a complaint.

This complaint, in these cases of thelt, forgery, must
be supported by oath and must include the essential fact
‘rHrI\HA probabliity 1O Ui rime. I hould assert 11
crime has been committed, or is believed to have he o=
mitted. Without such assertion the State does no I'y

hus in all such cases ¢ 1s, as a rule, ng i

the part ol the State.

5. In the case of homicide, on the contrary, the

tervenes on a mere doubt ['he cau of deatl s unknown.
or it 18 held to be due to another’s deed ; or again, presents
hecause ol pecial umstances, ¢ appearanc 1) ng
due to natural causes: there is no charge of hom ind.
nevertheless, the burial does not take place witho

mit of the officer of the State the Coroner, Investigatiol
must be made as to r the death 15 o n h

of a erime. Here the State takes the initiative.

6. In th ase oL ordinat crimes, the Sta 3 ) a8
certain whether a crim ought to its notice by mear )La
complaint is indeed f crime 1t is stated to be. In the case
of homicide the State seeks to ascertain whether ther u
to denounce a crime, or whether the death is the result of a
natural or of a purely accidental death.

In the first case, it is not the erime which questioned ;
it is the validity of the denunciation. To this denunciation
is added an accusation, and the accused ig called upon to de-

fend himself.

The enquiry thercupon held by the State, througl
Justices of the Peace, is but the beginning of the taking of
the evidence against an accused.

[n the second place, it is not the question of a crime




