
FROM THE ST. LAWRENCE TO THE YSER

so well organised the raid, that an account of 
it was published in the orders of the French 
Army as an example of efficient preparation.

The prisoners taken in the Petite Douve 
affair had boasted of the preparations they 
were making for a gas attack on a scale 
hitherto unknown, and on the Sunday before 
Christmas the enemy made another attempt 
to gain the Ypres salient by this means.

Early in the morning of the 20th the smell 
of gas was evident even down as far as our 
position a few miles south of the salient, and 
our guns began a desultory bombardment of 
the enemy lines. Thinking we were as 
deficient in artillery as in the previous April, 
the enemy infantry advanced in mass forma
tion about 9 o’clock. Then our artillery did 
open fire. About noon another attack was 
made, and also failed without a yard of our 
line being lost.

There were no further attempts !
On Christmas Eve we were relieved by the 

Toronto Battalion and marched out to rest 
billets in divisional reserve.

It was a weird march out. Not a rifle was 
fired nor a single flare shot up from either 
trench as the two battalions interchanged.

We wondered if on the morrow there would 
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