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Everyone speaks of the duties of Canada to Great Britain
or France. Who has thought of the duties of Canada to
herself ?

It may be objected that it is too late to consider the
question: the parliament and people of Canada have decided
upon it, emphatically and unanimously; the active participa-
tion of Canada in the European war is settled; to pursue that
participation with full strength and celerity is all that remains
to be done.

The answer to that objection is that it is never too late for
nations or individuals to think of the consequences of their
actions.

We are yet at the beginning of the war. If, as generally
asserted and as decreed by parliament with apparent unani-
mity, Canada is bound to share actively in this war, it is
assuredly the duty of the Canadian government to make our
participation as efficient as possible, and to minimise the grave
effects of that participation upon the economic and social life
of the country.

It is also the duty of all citizens to help the government
with such advice and information as may guide its movements.
In all national crises, the government is not to be considered as
a mere group of politicians of doubtful or diverse ability, tem-
porarily invested with authority. The men in office represent
the power of the nation. They ought to be enlightened, in-
formed and advised. They must even be supported till they
are guilty of betrayal. National accord demands the adjourn-
ment of party quarrels and acrimonious discussions; it does
not however impose silence in face of danger, nor complicity
in any crime or error; nor does it call for any sacrifice of
principle.

Economic aspects of the war

When a country means to make war, or to share in war,
the first duty of its rulers is to take the necessary steps to
keep up the economic life of the country. ‘Battles are won
with pounds sterling as much as with bullets”, as was very



