THE NEW PUBLIC HEALTH
Chapter 1
THE OLD PRINCIPLES AND THE NEW
THE REVOLUTION

The statement that there is a “New Public
Health” may shock those who, although familiar
with recent changes in scientific thought, yet
have not fully realized what those changes mean;
but the shock will be far greater to those who
have not appreciated that changes were going on.

The purpose of the writer is to formulate for
both groups, the unconscions progressive and the
unconscious conservative, a brief statement of
the essential principles of modern official public-
health work. To those who may feel skeptical as
to the fairness of this exposition, the writings of
Chapin, the great American pioneer of modern
public health, of E. O. Jordan, and of M. N.
Baker, may be offered as bearing directly upon
these questions, while the whole of modern tech-
nical public-health literature may be offered as
indirect evidence.

The old principles have merged gradually into
the new, in keeping with the experiments, ob-
servations, and conclusions of many investigators
in many individual sciences related to genera'
public health. Within official public-health cir-
cles, bacteriology, clinical observation and mathe-
matics have furnished most of the reconstruction.
The bacteriologist, the epidemiologist, and the
vital statistician, sometimes working together,




