
CHAP. II.] BAYONNE.

CHAPTER II.

A8 soon as the bustle of encamping was over, and my time ab-

solutely at my own disposal, I took advantage of an offered

passport, and proceeded into Bayonne. It will be readily be-

lieved that I entered this city with feelings very different from

those of a common traveller. Having Iain before it as a be-

sieger for upwards of two months, its shops, its trade, its public

buildings and places of amusement were to me objects of, com-

paratively speaking, little interest or curiosity. Its fortifications

and means of defence were, in truth, what I was principally

anxious to examine. Hitherto I could judge of them only from

outward appearances and vague reports ; and now that an oppor-

tunity was offered of so doing with greater accuracy, I confess

that my inclination prompted me to embrace that opportunity,

rather than to hunt for pictures which I could not value, or

fatigue my imagination by endeavouring to discover fine speci-

mens of architecture amidst heavy and ill-built churches.

It is not my intention to attempt any scientific or technical

review of the works which a very natural curiosity tempted me
to examine ; partly because I confess myself little competent to

the task, and partly because, were the contrary the case, I am
inclined to believe that such a review would not prove very in-

teresting to the public in general. Enough is done if I endea-

vour to impress my reader with as many of the feelings which I

then experienced, as may be done by detailing them ; and, at

the same time, enable him to form some general idea of a place

before whose walls no trifling quantity of British blood has been

spilt.

The city of Bayonne stands, as everybody knows, upon the

Adour, about six or eight miles from the point where that river

falls into the sea. On the southern or Spanish bank, where the

whole of the city, properly so called, is built, the country, to the

distance of two or three miles from the walls, is perfectly flat

and the soil sandy, and apparently not very productive. On the

opposite bank the ground rises rather abruptly from the brink

of the stream, sloping upwards likewise from the sea, till you
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