
BY tE COMPTE AND BU HALDE. 26%

FiVery mandarin may tell the emperor of his

faults, provided it be done in a refpeftful man-
|ner; and if his majelly has any regard for his re-

Iputation, the manner in which the Chinefe hiflo*

ries are written, is alone fufficient to keep him
within the bounds oi his duty. A certain num*
Iber of men who, from their learning and impar-
tiality, are feledted for thi« office, obferve all his

I

words and adions ; and having feparately written

their remarks, without confulting each other, on

I

a loofe flip of paper, each puts it through a chinkj

into an dfHce appointed for that purpofe. *' Such a

I

day* fay they, his behaviour was unfeafonable and
intemperate ; he fpoke after a manner unfuitable

to his dignity. The punifhment he infilled on
fuch an offender, was rather the refult of pafiion

than of juflicc."—Or elfe, " He gave fuch and
fuch marks of his love for his people. Notwith-
ftanding the praifes of flatterers, he was not puffed

up; but behaved with his ufual modeily: his

words were tempered with fweetnefs."

That thefe monitors may neither be biafed by
hope nor fear, this of!ice is never opened during

the prince's life, or while any of his family fit on
the throne ; but when the crown goes to another

line, thofe loofe memoirs are. collected, and, by
comparing them, they comppfe the hiftory of that
emperor, to propofe him as an example to pofie-

rity, if he has a£ted wifely 5 or to expofe him to

public cenfure, if he has proved negligent of his

duty, and the interefl and happinefs of his people.

The emperor has two fovereign councils 5 one
compofed of the princes of the blood alone, and
another into which the miniflers of flate are ad*

mitted. Befides thefe are feveral other courts of
vciy extcnfive powers 5 and in each is a cenfor,
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