
The SirtHgth

of the French
ship! with

MonfieurCif-

ftrd.

784 NavalTranfadiomoftheEngliih, BookV.

Governor of x\\q Leeward- IJlands was not confcnting, apprehending
they might return and make a lecond Attempt.

On the 15th Thomas Ricbardsj Matter ot a VcfTcl belonging to
Exeter , came to Antegoa from Monferat , and gave an Account
that the French Sliips were the Neptune of 64 Gnns, and eight hun-
dred and fifty Men, commanded by Monficur Cafardy the Temc-
ra'tre of 56 Guns, the Ruby of 54, the 'Parfalt^ Vcftalc and Va-
leur, each of 44, the Medufu of 36, and the 'Prince of Frieze of
28, all of them doubly mann'd. That he was taken by them the

13d oi April out of the Road of the Iflc of Alay, and that on the

xjth they took St. Jago, from whence they proceeded to and at-

tempted Surinam, but were beaten off That then they failed to

Martinica and Guadalupe, where they took in Men, muftcring at

leaft three thoufaud five hundred, and from thence made the bcft of
their way to Antegoa, but mifllng landing there, attack'd Monfe-
rat, when having Intelligence of our Ships coming to relieve ir,

they left it in a hurry, and intended for martinica, from which
Place three of them were to proceed to the Havana ; fo that after

our Ships had (laid Ibme Days 9t Antegoa y they returned to their

rcfpedive Stations.

But on the xift oiAuguJl in the Evening a Sloop arrived at Bar-
badoes, with a Letter from r' Governoj of the Leeward-IJlandf,

flgnifying his Apprehcnfiojs tnat rhe Enemy would again attempt

to land on Antegoa. Mr. Lowther, Governor oi Barbadoes, ac-

quainted Captain Hamilton and Captain Conftable of this, and they,

with the otner Commanders, relolved to proceed to the Relief of
the Ifland. Accordingly they failed from Carltjle Bay the xfth in

the Morning, and arriving the 30th. they were mformed by the Go-
vernor that the Enemy flood to the N. E. the 17th, with nine Ships

and eight Sloops, and that he had fent out two VcfTcls to difcovcr

their Motions.

Here the Ships of War remained till the 4th of September, and

then getting under fail, they flood away for Guadalupe, looking

into the Enemy's Harbours there, and at Martinica; but finding

they were not at thole Places, made the beft of their way to Bar-
badoes.

The Mafter of a Sloop which came in, gave them the following

Account. That on the i8th of September.^ in the Latitude of z8 ,

he was chafed by a French Squadron, but Night coming on, got

clear of them ; and that not above three Days after he faw feveral

Ships in the Latitude of i6'', flanding Southward, which he fiippoled

were the fame that had chafed him ; fo that the Panther being

ready to fail with a confiderable Number of Merchant Ships from

Barbadoes to Great Britain., Captain Hamilton accompanied them

into the Latitude of 16', with the Ships under his Command, left

the Enemy fliould endeavour to intercept them in their PafTage

t Returnuig to Antegoa, that there, if pofliblc, he might get Ad-

vice of the French Squadron, he met with the Queen's Proclamation

for a CefTation of Arms ; but when he came to Barbadoes, and

heard that feveral of our Merchant Ships and VcfTcls were carried
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