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at this time with a copy of Luther’s commentary «on the
Epistle to the Galatians, ““so old that it was like to fall to
pieces.” Bunyan found in it the exact counterpart of his
own experience : “ of all the books that he had ever met
with, it seemed to him the most fit for a wounded con-
science.”

Everything was supernatural with him: when a bad
thought came into his mind, it was the devil that put it
there. These breathings of peace he regarded as the im-
mediate voice of his Saviour. Alas! the respite was but
short. He had hoped that his troubles were over, when
the tempter came back upon him in the most extraordi-
nary form which he had yet assumed. Bunyan had him-
self left the door open; the evil spirits could only enter
‘ Mansoul” through the owner’s negligence, but once in,
they could work their own wicked will. How it happened
will be told afterwards. The temptation itself must be
described first. Never was a nature more perversely in-
genious in torturing itself.

He had gained Christ, as he called it. He was now
tempted ““ to sell and part with this most blessed Christ, to
exchange Him for the things of this life—for anything.”
If there had been any real prospect of worldly advantage
before Bunyan, which he could have gained by abandoning
his religious profession, the words would have had a mean-
ing; but there is no hint or trace of any prospect of the
kind; nor in Bunyan’s position could there have been.
The temptation, as he called it, was a freak of fancy: fan-
cy resenting the minuteness with which he watched his
own emotions. And yet he says, “ It lay upon me for a
year, and did follow me so continually that I was not rid

of it one day in a month, sometimes not an hour in many

days together, unless when I was asleep. I could neither
D 3 4




