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• uiuuind fill of tlieir dead, like otl^e^8 wIju have uo hopo.'

'I'hif* doctrine niav do for tlic selfiHh, li<dit-ln'aited, ihouirht-

loHP wordling, wlio lovea nothing in doatli, and who in lif<

only love? for his own Bake ; hut it would Hc^arcolv ho ac-

ccptahlc to a genorouy, pure and lovinn; raco, and withal a

nation of mourners, as the Iriph were, wheri tlie unnatund

doctrine was iirst propounded to them.

rinally. the new relitnon was repiCf^iMiteil to the Irish

;>t.'ople by men wh(» iLrroteHqiiely r(!pre.sente«l theni^fdven as

.-ijeoensors of the apostles. The popular mind in irelaml

had dc'-ived its idea ot the Christian priesthood (Vom Bueli

men as Patrick, ('olumha, of Toiia. and Kevin, of Glen-

dal<»uoi;h. The L'reat majority of the eleriiv in Irehind were

at ail times monastic- -men who added to the character and

purity of the priest tlie sanctity and austerity of tin- ('eno-

hite. 'I'hc virtues of Ireland's j»riestliood made theiu th<'

udmiratioji n\' itt.her lands, luit tlie idols of ihcii- own {k-o-

ple. The m<'iia>tie L''loi*ies (d" ancient Lismorc and liauij^or

were still reth't'tt'd from Millifont atid Be<tive ; the men of

(rlendaloui^li ami ancit'ut Arma^i^h livr-d on in the Francisc:in

and l>ominican ahlievs tlirouo;hout the huid : and the ('atlio-

lie Church presented, in the l<)th century, in her Irish

eleruv, the same imritv i)\' life, sanctity and auBteritv ct

morals, zeal and learninri, which illumined the world ina^cs

'^one hy. Steeped us our pe(»plc were in s(.>rrow, they could

not retVain fn^m mirth, al the sijilit of the holy *aT>ostles'

(•I the new religion, the nivu who W( ri- to take the place ol

the Cathnlic hishojis. an<l ]u-iests. and monk-;, to teach and

illustrate l.y lln-ir Iim-h the [uirer L'"''pol which had been

just dise(>vt're<l—tin' Mormouism <>[ the liJth century.

Kuglish renegade monks. Kngli-^h apostate priests, English

drunken hrau lers. with a ferocious English army at their

hack, iuvath'dtht land. :ind. j»!<radiug themsclv(»s, with tiieir

wivep, orconcuhine-i, before the eves of the astonifihed and

disgusted p(!<»ple, called upon the children of St. Patrick and


