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hag, as ours has, those qualities which are
Téquired of a population to become a nation,
Damely, vitality, productiveness and ex-
Pansiveness.
cannot resume my seat without assur-
Ing this House that while I hold the views
ave just now expressed, I am actuated
¥ no other motives than those of loyalty
OWards my nationality, my own country-
Men and the people of the Dominion at
hal‘ge. My conviction is that, if peace and
armeny are to be restored in our com-
Munity " the rights of each nationality
should be acknowledged and maintained.
Ur past as well as our present history |
SBows that it is so. Bear in mind the use
Ofﬁhe French langunage is not merely a
Privilege. It is a right, as T have already
Shown.” If g0, then it is our property, the
Toperty of the minority in the Dominion.
he moment, then,that the majority retuses
0 acknowledge this right, it becomes the
e!“,ty of the minority so menaced, in the
. Yoyment of what is hers, to vindi-
t;’«te the same. Dissatisfaction is shown,
o Oubles begin, national feelings become
Xcited, war, internal war, is at hand, and
€ whole country has to suffer for it.
ca ok at the agitation in Manitoba. Who
1 N say what will be the end of it? Had
ti;lOt been actuated by such worthy mo-
o, ©8 a8 those I have just now described, I
iltzunly would have felt inclined to remain
oent and live in peace with friend and
€. Am [ not, at this very moment, ex-
Pressing my full disagreement with my
' compatriots in the other House, whose
Urse on this very same question I strong-
ti()nlSapp rove and condemn ? Such a posi-
"ert«a:s the one I refer to as ben}§ mine, is
I‘ela:-mly not an enviable one, i fr:endl')y
on l0ns are considered. Much less so if
Whi take into account the strong efforts
st:h have been made for some six or
IDenn' days past to persuade my country-
tion In this House to vote down my mo-
havj and prevent me, if possible, from
mi ﬁ]g a seconder, so that my motion
co ug t not be put before the Senate. One
Wenty Dot imagine what were the argu-
dut, tUSed to convince members of their
givg’ 0 do so, in this instance. Let me
:‘The%)\l some of those valuable reasons,
Tieng Overnment had to be supported. OQur
GOVers from Quebec had voted with the
l.sfrnrnent. It would injure them if Sena-
The o Quebec should vote the other way.
37 Pposition in the Commons had

t

rallied to the views of the Government.
It would not do to contradict in the Senate
the course followed by our friends in the
other House. Never mind the French
language—Ilet ussave our friends,” Such
are polities in our days. Such are the
national sentiments of some of our people.
How many have those arguments con-
vinced ? I could not say how many will
support my views. I did not enquire,
neitherdo | know whether my motion will
be seconded. Lknow not how far the efforts
made have succeeded. One thing I know,
and it is this: even if the great cause I
here advocateis deserted in this House as it
has been deserted in the other, even should
I be left alone to vindicate it, I should not
hesitate to do what I consider a duty, and
a most solemn duty, failure to fulfil which
on my part I should consider an act of
treason to my compatriots, nay to the
whole people of the Dominion.
¢“ Justice brings about peace.”
“Justitia ct pax osculate sunt.”

I ask for nothing new, nothing extraor-
dinary, nothing but what is pertectly just
and equitable. Under the present laws,
both English and French are official in the
North-West Territories. I ask that the
new law acknowledge them also, Under
the present laws the power to abolish those
official languages is reserved to the federal
authorities in the same way as under the
British North America Act this same
power is reserved to the Imperial Parlia-
ment. I ask that under the new law we
are now discussing this same power be
also reserved to the federal authorities, as
it is now, and as it has been in the past.

Let me relate an incident that I only
learned on Saturday to show you what fan-
aticism can do. A meeting of milkmen
took place in Montreal a fortnight ago
with a view to forming an association for
mutual protection. The attendance was
small. Those present were all English
with the exception of two or three French
Canadians. They adopted some regula-
lations for the new association—after
which they adjourned the meeting until a
week ago last Saturday, at which time
another meeting was held. Theo secretary
was familiar with both the French and
Euglish languages, and the minutes of the

revious meeting were read in English.
he second meeting was a mixed one,
English and French. No objection was
raised to the minutes Leing read in Eng-



