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kinds of revenues? Quebec is asking for equal consideration for
the 2002 Games, that is $240 million in financing guarantees,
without any indexation.

This financial guarantee is extremely important to the resi-
dents of the Quebec City region in terms of helping them prepare
and present their bid for the Olympic Games. They need some
assurance that federal assistance will be forthcoming. A great
many concerns are being expressed at the local level. Without
assurances of the usual government assistance, people are
getting worried.

I hope that I will receive a clearer answer today than I did last
time.

Ms. Albina Guarnieri (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Canadian Heritage): Madam Speaker, on several occa-
sions in the past few months, the government of Canada has
expressed support for the group of Quebec residents promoting
Quebec City’s bid to host the 2002 Olympic Games. This is a
very important issue which must be considered carefully to
ensure the success of the entire operation.

[English]

The federal government has already committed $2.8 million
toward supporting Quebec’s international bid efforts before the
International Olympic Committee. The Minister of Canadian
Heritage led a Canadian delegation in February to Lillehammer
while promoting Quebec’s bid for the winter games.

[Translation)

The federal government’s financial commitment could add up
to several hundred million dollars. You will agree this is a
substantial amount. That is why this commitment has to be
considered carefully beforehand. Not only has the Minister of
National Heritage asked his officials to work diligently on this,
but before a final answer can be given to the organizing
committee, he will have to consult with his Cabinet colleagues
whose departments will be involved.

Hosting the Olympic Games in Quebec City in 2002 requires
major financial support from the various levels of government,
but this project must also receive unequivocal support from the
local people; without this support, holding a sports event of that
magnitude would be unthinkable.

[English]

I0C will make its final decision in Budapest in June 1995,
after making a preselection in January 1995 when it will invite
four finalists to pursue their bids.

The member can rest assured that the minister is taking the
August 18, 1994 deadline for the preselection applications into
account. An answer will be announced as soon as possible.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): It being 5.59 p.m. this
House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m. pursuant to
Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 5.59 p.m.)




