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Speech from the Throne

Under an amendment to the income tax regula-
tions the provisions for deferred depreciation which
have been in effect since April 11, 1951, will not
apply to property acquired after December 31,
1952, nor to taxation years commencing after that
date.

Early in 1953 negotiations will be carried on in
Washington for a new international wheat agree-
ment to replace the existing agreement which
expires on July 31, next. You will be asked to
consider amendments to the Canadian Wheat Board
Act.

The international joint commission has issued an
order of approval for the development of hydro-
electric power in the international section of the
St. Lawrence river.

Because of this latest step the Canadian govern-
ment has informed the government of the United
States it considers that the agreement made in
1941 in respect of the St. Lawrence seaway has
been superseded.

Pending the establishment of the St. Lawrence
seaway authority, an engineering planning staff has
been set up in Montreal to begin work on detailed
plans for the seaway, and the Gut dam in the river
near Iroquois is now being removed.

You will be asked to make financial provision
for certain improvements to Vancouver harbour and
for engineering studies of that harbour and of
other possible improvements to navigation on the
Pacific coast. You will also be asked to make fur-
ther provision for the Canso causeway, the ferry
service from North Sydney to Port aux Basques
and the terminal facilities at Port aux Basques, and
the new ferry service between Yarmouth, Nova
Scotia, and Bar Harbor, Maine.

You will be invited to consider a measure to
provide for federal co-operation with the provin-
cial governments in the conservation of the water
resources of Canada.

To give effect to recommendations made by the
standing committee on banking and commerce at
the last session of parliament and to extend its
scope your approval will be sought for an amend-
ment to the National Housing Act.

Provision has been made for the insertion in all
federal government contracts of clauses prohibiting
discrimination on the part of the contractor against
any person in regard to employment because of
that person’s race, national origin, colour or religion.

You will be asked to consider a bill to make
similar provisions in respect of employment upon
or in connection with any work, undertaking or
business that is within the legislative authority of
the parliament of Canada.

A bill designed to provide greater educational
opportunities for children whose fathers died as a
result of war service will be placed before you.

You will also be asked to approve a bill to auth-
orize the continuance of the Veterans Benefit Act.

Much has been accomplished since the inaugura-
sion in 1948 of the five-year national health grants
program to strengthen and improve, in co-operation
with the provincial governments, the health and
hospital facilities available to our people. To ensure
the continued expansion of this important work, my
government proposes to ask you to give considera-
tion to the extension, with certain changes, of this
program of co-operation with the provincial gov-
ernments.

You will have learned with regret that the library
of parliament has been damaged by fire. The build-
ing must soon be vacated, and extensive recon-
struction carried out, in order to guard against a
repetition of this disaster. These circumstances
have made the need for a national library more
immediate and more pressing. My ministers have
therefore taken steps to bring the library into
existence with the least possible delay. A site for

[Mr. Speaker.]

COMMONS

the building has been chosen, and you will be asked
to make provision for the necessary planning and
preliminary work.

At the time television broadcasting was started in
Toronto and Montreal in September, the Prime
Minister announced that parliament would be asked
to provide for the establishment of three additional
public television stations, one in the maritimes, one
on the prairies and one on the Pacific coast and
that active consideration was being given to the
role of private enterprise in television broadcasting

You will accordingly be asked to make provision
to enable the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
to establish television stations in the Halifax,
Winnipeg and Vancouver areas. My ministers have
indicated to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
that they are now prepared to consider applications
for licences for private television broadcasting
stations which may be recommended by the Cana-
dian Broadcasting Corporation to serve areas which
could not be served at this time by public stations,
with the objective of making television as widely
available throughout the country as may be feasible
through appropriate co-operation between the cor-
poration and private agencies.

A measure will be submitted designed to place
the crown in substantially the same position as a
private person with respect to liability for acts
committed by its servants, for breach of duty aris-
ing out of the ownership or occupation of property,
and for salvage claims, and also to confer upon
provincial courts jurisdiction concurrent with that
of the Exchequer Court of Canada to entertain
certain classes of claims.

Measures respecting the payment of rural mail
carriers will be submitted for your consideration.

To meet conditions resulting from the entry of
the province of Newfoundland into confederation
and the introduction of new methods of fishing off
the Atlantic coast, a bill to revise the Customs and
Fisheries Protection Act will be placed before you.
You will also be asked to consider legislation to
implement the international convention for the
high seas fisheries of the north Pacific ocean.

A bill will be introduced to place the historic
sites and monuments board of Canada on a statu-
tory basis.

The measure to revise and consolidate the
Criminal Code will be re-introduced at this session.

You will be asked to consider legislation to amend
the Trust Companies Act and the Loan Companies
Act to authorize companies incorporated thereunder
to invest in bonds issued by the international bank
for reconstruction and development.

You will also be asked to consider legislation to
provide for the incorporation by parliament and for
federal supervision of co-operative credit societies
desiring to operate in more than one province under
such legislation.

You will be asked to consider revisions of the
Civil Service Superannuation Act; the Food and
Drugs Act; the Yukon Act; and the legislation
respecting trade marks.

Other measures to be introduced will include
amendments to the Trans-Canada Air Lines Act,
the Merchant Seamen Compensation Act, the Cana-
dian Citizenship Act, the Statistics Act, the Indian
Act, the Farm Improvement Loans Act, the Prisons
and Reformatories Act, the Companies Creditors
Arrangement Act, the Canada Evidence Act, the
Judges Act, the Canada Shipping Act, the Civil



